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UNITED PRESB3YTE RIAN CHIURCIL IIISTOIZY.

liV TUE 11EV. DR. FERRIER, CALEDONTA.

llaving now, wvith considerable mnutencss, brought down the history of
the Asseciate and of the General Associate Synod8 to, the year 1820, the period
of' their atispicious union, wh-len they tooc the titie eof tho United Associate
Synod of the Secession Chureh, and havinýg described the inanner in which
this union was consnirnated, it is preper, in following out our plan, again te
look back and give some sketch etf the history eof the other constituent part of
our Churchi, namely, the Relief Synod, and se far as possible to trace its pro-
ceedings frei the tinie it was censtituted inte an ecclesiastical Court tili, in
18416, it agreed to beconsid one with the Seceessien Church. After this wo shall
be prepared to, bring up the history of the United Secession frein 1820 to the
same year; and then to describe the preliniinaries and consumniatien of the
Union between these twn denominations-forrning what v-e call the United
Preshyterian Chiurch. Whien this is overtaken, if God permit, w-e may look
at the noiv fully-organized United Preshyterian Chureh, in its prog-ress and
operatiens, frein that period te the present day.

Already, as may be remembored, w-e gave some acceunt eof the causes lead-
ing te the enigin and ognstion eof the Relief Church. Vie found that in
1761, on ths 22rnd eof =cobr three Ministers, 'with, three Eiders, met at Col-
ingsburgh, and constituted theraseives into a Presbytery, wvhich they called
the Presbytery of'Relief. These ininisters wvere, the 11ev. Themnas Gillespie,
Dunfernmline ; the Rev. Thomnas Boston, Jedburgh ; and the Rcv. Thomas
Colier, Colingshurgli. It is rather remnarkable that these three brethren ail
bore the saine Chriqtian raine, and it is au apostolie naine. We trust they
had the blessing et' which Christ spake te, their prototype when lie said, "'Tho-
mag, because thou ha4t seen me t hou hast behieved ; blessed are they that
have net scen, and yet have believed.>' The constitution of' the Presbytery
iras an important step ini their history. Before this Mr. Cehier w-as in Eng.
land, and had noeconnectien with the ethers ; and Messrs. Gillespie and Boa-
ton, although frein simiilar causes they had left the Established Chareh of
Scetland, had as yet ne cemmen tie of connection. They laboured in parts cf
the couîntry considerably distant fromi each other, w-hon there Nvas littie fflcility
for interceurse. The vievs et' these excellent ministers were sixnilar, and
they had embarked on ministerial labours, distinct frein the National Estnb-
lishinent, ia circuinstances and for purposes in which there w-as a suffioient
agreement. But for a suc.jcssion eof years they presented their respective du-
tics without any ministerial intereourse. It w-ould iscarcely ho expcctcd that
their coinînn cause could advance w-ith rnueh effieieney whilst they reinained
isolated. But new that, w-ith a third brother, they were united in an ecclesi-
astical court, they were in soe manner prepared for extending their influence
beyond the sphere of their respective congregations. They were aise, prepar-
cd te receive the accession et' other zainisters te assist thein in the cause on
wlîich they hnd cmbarkcd, and to leneand ordain young mon te the holy
ministry. And in proportion as they suceeded in obtainlung new labeurers
te co-eperate ivith thein, ivere they prepared te meet the many applications
which from tinie te tuîne they reccived for aupply et' sermon frein different
parts et' the country. As a Presbytery they formed a centre around whieh
mnisters and people maight celleet; and they began te be known in the coun-
try as having a standard rnised fer affording, relief te the Christian people
whe, la varieus localities, w-ere eppeessed by the rigorous exorcise of lay pat-
ronage, or othecr tyrannical mensures by w-hidi the Church of Scetland w-as
aow, 0as it had been fer a long turne, erippled and cerrupted.

It w-ill ho imnpossible for the w-riter te go into inuch detail in tracing the
hi-story eof this denemination. We have net the saine estent et' materials as
for the -histories et' thc ether deneominatiois. It is true that the 11ev. . Dr.
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