
TIuP TO.ERAI'rON ACT
Titis approaclics vcry near to the idea or' a great Englibli ainw. 'l'O thie jturi!al,

versed in thc theory of' legis'ation, but, not intiiînately acquainted witli the teluper of'
the secis ami parties mbit wiche the îîationi mas divided it the tinte or the Revolu-
tion, the acot %vould seemn to bc a mere chaos of absnrditics and contradictions. It
w'ill not bear to 1)0 trizd by soinil general princig.les. NLqy, it li not beali bo bc
tried by lny prînciple, Soundl or unsound. 'fli sound prîncîple uii(l0)btedfly is,
tînît mnore tlieological crror ouglit flot 10 be piinilied by thie civil magiristralte. Tihis
priflCilt, the Toleration Act not 011'y (iQes not recogniize, but posîtivcly dîsclaînis.
ŽNot a singleonefl of tlic cruel laws enacted against Nonconformisîs by the '.1udors oi-
the Stuarîs ks repcailed. 1>erseculion continues to bie the genieral. rule. Toleration
is flic exception. Nor' is titis ail. The freedoni w'hicli is given to conscience is
givefi in thie mlost Capriciauis nmnner. A Quakcer, by mziking a declaration of failli
lu generai ternus, obtainis thec fuil bondfit of tlic uct i'ithlit signing 0110 oI thie
thuî'ty-ninc aurticles. Ail Independent iniister, )V1îo is pcrfcctly ~vligto nalze flie
dcclaration requircd fî'om the Quaker, but )w'ho lias doubts aliout six or seven of te
articles, rci))aiis stii Sulbjc t theli peliail hlws. Jlowe is haqble to punhlimlent if
lie l)reaciies before bce lias soleimnly declared ]lis aissent to thie Ang-licani doctrine
toticliiig the Eucliaî'ist. Penn, )vlio altogetl)el I'ejects the Encliarist, is ait perfect
liberty t0 prc:cli ivithout malcing any declarafion ivliatev'es on tlie sultject.

iiese arc soutie of tlic obvions fanîts, ivIiieli must strihe every person ivlio
esanuinci, the Toîcration Act by Iliat standard ofjust reaisoni iicli k! the saine iu
a!l COi)ntý ieS and in ail ages. But Iliese Tory fhlnts lîuay per'hîps appeari t0 bc
mnicrit.i, i%'lien ive t:îkc inito com.iIcratioi the passiIons nnd pirejudtices of' titube for
ilioni thie 'Iolcration Act w~as fraincd. Tiis law, aiboundin g w'itit contradictions
%wlicli every smattcrcr in pl)oitical pi)ilosop)3'cean deteet, did IvIlat I a l framced by
the utiiiost skiii of' t1h0 greatest lmasters of political pliulosopliy mliglit Ila-ve failed to
do0. ' hal-t t1he provisionîs Ullii have been recapitulatcd are cumibrous, pueile, in-
cunsisteut wiîli cadi othier, iincon!sibteuit ivilli the truc tlieory of religions liberty',
must lic a1cknow'lcdged. AUl tiîat eaui bc said in tbeir defence is titis: that tliey xc-
molvcd a Vast mai-ss of cvili witlîolut sliocking a vas ilmass of px'caudice ; bliat tliey put
ai) cnd, at once and for ever, )itiouit 01ne division in either linse of Janilianî1enit,
witlout one riot in tlic streets, i'itli scarccly one audible iurnnur Ove)) fm'om flic
chî£sc inost decpfly tainted ivitit bigotry, tu a perseceution wliich liad r'xged durinn'
l)' li generations, Iv'liicli Ilid broken iiu))nmiei'able lieurts, wirii liad mi)de innu-

aucrable fir-e.,ides (lesclato, wliicli Ilad fiuled tlic prisons ivifli men of 1011on tlie i'orld
is not w'orth3', wblieli liad drivenl tlisauds ot' thosc lionles, diligent, ai God-

fear-ing 3'Co)))il ft(l aî'tizans, 1vx'ho a'c t1h0 truc strength of a nation, to seekz a refuge
beyond tlie ocenut limong flic irigvains of s'cd Indians and flic Lairs of pantliers.
Sueli a (10f nce, liowcver weakz it ina' aippear to soute0 slialiow specuhitors, will
pi'obalily lie thouglit compilote by sttsnn-fcu Iysllory.

I0IV Il. 1'0FlZ4M.17ON A.N» CHlRISTZIAN VYNION.
Th'le w orl uf tlIn varions Socicties iiniý at Irome Iteforînation, is one0 1liat must

bc dloue in sonic vay, citlier by individuals, or flic clinreles, or tic State. W'c trust
tîtat inl..ividuatýls auld claurclies %vill stiii viîidicalc to our counntry ils noble ciax'ac-
terishiv, o'f dt-ing alwaày!, by the fiece benevolenco of ils citizens, i'wliat in otlier
cotuliifr's is cffcted 1>3 eliforced taxation, and Iliat iiistcad of valtihg foi' Gover-
]teut Suppor't, f'c private efforts will give 10 aIl Iliese institutions the expansion
wlucli they rejni'c andl deser-ve. ][ad only those vaist sumas fhiat have licou

sqa'c'din ail thait ks ostentations in i'eligion-empty imitations of lie dcad w'ork
of p)ast ags hiclx eau nv live --gain, tawdry memorial vindo,.ws, lîidcous nionu-


