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ing industry, and consequently tho report
of the seizure created great conlsternattion
tiiere. To show the extetît of the in-
dustry, it may be stated that twenty.four
schooners clcarcd frontî Victoria this year
to engage iii sealing iii the îîortlîerni
waters.

Tite niews of the? seizure of the Victoria
ship wvas soon publishied all ovùr the
country, and it hias again a'vakened keen.
interest in this Behring sen, question. Lt
;q feit that the matter slîould nnw lie
tirnily prcssed to a final settlinent at nIl
hazards. The Canadian autiiorities, of
course, are powerless te niove in the mnat-
ter, and the action of the British Govern-
aient wvill have to bc awaited. Whlat the
action of the latter governîîîent «viii be,
tinie wvi1l tel]. Lt is, however, nie doulit
largely (lue to the dilatory poliey of the
British Government iii thiu inatter, that
lias led te this latest seizure. Had the
question been taken lîold of firinly at the
tume of the fermer seizures, soine two
years ago, it is net likely that the pre-
sent aspect of the case would have been
reached. The seizurc of vessels clainiing
to bo engaged in a lawful occupation
upoii the highi sens, is a very serious
inatter indeed, aiid the policy of inaction
followed by the Britishî Governinent in
thjis Behring sen, question, is in striking
contrast witIî the usual course of titat
governinent in sudi niatters.

The peint at issue in the Behring sen,
question is wvell uniderstood. Brietly, it
is the dlaim of the United States te juris-
diction over thew~ateis of Behîring sen, a
vast body of water lying bctween Alaska
and the nlortherit possessions of Russia in
Asia. Tite sen, is shut off freont the
Pacific ocean and encloseil on the south
by a long èhaiii o! islands, reaehîng eut
into the ocean a distance o! nearly 1,000
miles. The United States lias granted a
inonopoly te a stock coînpany te take
sent ln these wvaters, andl the attenîpt to
close the sen, te others is miade in the
interest of this monopoly. Tt certainiy
scems preposterous tlîat aîky g,vernmeîît
slîould arrogate te itself exclusive juris.
diction ever a sea iying betiveen twe
continents, and wiîich te ail appearance-s
shîould be as free as the Atlantic ocean.
Thàt this abcurd claini has net been ex-
ploded long ago, is due te the pelicy of
iniactien followed by the British gevern-
tuent, which has allowed te seizure of
Biritish (Canadian) vessels te go on for
years, with apparentIy but very weak,
if any remonstrnces agi'tthose ont-
rages.

The United States either lias, or it lias
net a legal claim to jurisdictien over the
waters iying between thîenorthersi portions
of the co)ntitteîîts ef Asia and North
Aierica. Tt shouid bie a very easy
matter te establish the legality or ille-ai-
ity o! tliese dlaimns hy a cenference e! the
maritinme pewers o! tue world te denti witiî
the question.IfteaisothUitd
States ari geed, then tlîey shouid lbe
defimîed nd establislied. If they are nt
geeci, then tue United States iscoeiîîmitting
acts of piracy upeîî the hiigh sens, fer
which it should speedily bce caiicd te
acceunit.

iat there is any probabuhity of the
final establishmnent of the clainis of tlie
United States te exclusive jurisdictien iii
Behring sen, is net at ail likehy. On the
contrary, the 'vhele question sems aimost
tee absurd te bie worthy of serieus cen-
sideratien. In the year 182,, Russia pot
forth a dlaim te exercise speciai privileges
in Behring sert, und issued a ukase for-
biddinà foreign vesseis froint appreaching
'vithin 100 miles ef the isiands and
territery beionging te that country. At
that time, Anaka and the *Ueutian
isiands be'onged te Russia. These clainîls
the IJiiited States opposed with sucli
viger, that Russia was compelied te
abandon lier pretensions. Nov wve have
the United States nîaking even nmere
preposterous dlaims than 'vcre put forth
by Russia, though the latter country nt
that finie owned the territury on eachi
aide of B3ehring sea, wvhite the United
States bas jurisdiction on cite side only.
Tite claim is se preposterous that a lilian-
ber of the leading jeurnals in the United
SL.tes have unhesitatingly condeînned the
action of their own goverîîment l& the
mîatter. Tite New York Tintes character-
ises the clainis as '-utterly untenable."
The Commercial Adverliser of the saie
city intimates that it is "Ia prep3sterous
violation of international lawv, iii the
interest o! a monopoly." Tite New York
lerald thinkq the dlaims "lirreconcilable
with international law." Fellowing in
the sanie lino, thec Boston Ilera!d says:
"'It la aitogether beyond boe!e tlîat it 'viii
ha possible for us te sustain the pretensions
of Secretary Dlaine that Behring tea is
American (United States) water.)" Yet
in the face of ail] tliis, the British Govern.
ment lias cooliy allowed the piratict.1 con-
fiscation of British property, and. the
imprisonnient o! British seamen.

Tt is hard te behieve tlîat the United
States is taking iicii riik U-merely for the
protection in a mnnopoly, of a feV

favorites of the administration. Neitiior
cati it bo bolieved that the intention is te
fgorce a rupture witl the British Govern.
ment. T1ite only conclusioni wliichi
rmn lie arrived at is, tlîat the
poiicy of inaction on the part
of Great Britain, lias led tlîe United

IStates autliorities te believe tlîat tlîey
cati continue sucli action witli impunity.
Lt does sccu' strange, lîowevcr, titat a
counîtry Iaying sucli daims te advance.
ment in civilization, should se flagrantly
violate tlîe establislied haws of inter.
national i-omnity ns tlîo Unîited States
lia dono iii this inatter. If serions
trouble ensues, it wvill lie eaqy te locato
the blanie whlere it.jsl Mîon

SPRIUG 'WBEkT.
Tite great improvement wvhich teok

place ini the crop o! the liard spriing wlîent
regioîî <uring tlîe montli of Juhy, bas
aitido it apparent that the crop wvill net
lie a short one after ail. Authorities te
the south of the bourîdary seem îîow
geîîerally couîvinced of tlîe blief, that tak-
il)g the spring wheat states ns a wvhole, a
large ct-op ia assured. Tite bulk of
tliis crop is now saiely lîarvested, aîîd
îîew wlîeat is eorning imite the nmarkets in
Iowa and somtlern Minînesota and
Dakota- The millers, who, \ere seone-
wliat alarnied during tme short crop scare
o! a fewv weeks ago, have now drawn a
long si-li o! relief. Thiere can ho ne
doubt but thiat a short crop in the great
sprimîg wvleat region wvould hlave rendered
the outlook biue for tlîe milcers. Laqt
fait and 'vinter, thiroulghieut the northerîî
spring wvheat region, wheat prices aver-
wed veî-y considerably hlîiher tlian in the
fait wvheat mnarkets fartiier south. The
spring wivheat milcers were thqýrefore
placed at a great disadvantage in cont-
peting %vith the southern milliers in such
cenîtres at St. Louis, wlio-re wheat was
ruling at 10 cpnits per bushel lower titan
Minneapolis. Tite speemlative bootii in
wvheat prices hast year, whiich afpected.
prices Ëarticularly in the north, proved
anytliin- but satisfactory te millers, and
aise legitimate grain dealers as w(zl], or
at least many o! them. Tlîe filct is now
clear that the northern mill-rs paid too
higli for their wlieat last fait and winter,
and the course of events bas demonstrated
te thmem that consurners can -et along
withiout any large qinantity o! spring
wvheat fleur, and thiat wlîen this fleur is
heid at f-nrcy prices, aliove miarket values
for the product, the people 'viii net have
it. As miorthiern niuliers were partly ne-
countable themacilves for the abnriai
situationi, particularly in spring wheat,
hast ypar, they 'vill no doubt profit h)y
their dearly.liought experiqnce. With a
large crop of spring wheat o! ex~tra fine
quality lu site, millers wiIl tlierefore bo a
little careful tItis season ns te how they
liuy wheat. At any rate, tiîey are net
likely te agaîn assist Ohi,,ao speculators
te cut thicir own t'aroats, au sente of thein
did last fait.t


