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THE CRITIC.

[For THE cmiTic.]

AGRICULTURE.

RUFUS RUSTIC—NOTES BY THE WAY.

The quantity of fruit grown in Nova Scotin in the applo line is some-
thing enormous, if individual statemonts, tlshing oditorials, with a sprinkling
of local brag, s a criterion.  Alsu the hist of varieties that adorne the epruy is
a longitudinal sequonce. Out of the 999 different kiods under cultivation,
only 12 aro mentioned as tho bust and most profitable orchard apples. Tho
Outega of tho bost is “ Ben Davis,” with its multitude of synonyms. It
would bo a pleasing incident t learn the naumoe of the worst ou the list, A
slight discussion aroso in regord to the merits of “ Ben.” The Pro’s voforred
to somo two-year old specimens to estabiish its reputation as o lorg.
keeper. It's color was a favorablo markot characteristic, and in size and
outline a desirable dessort fruic. ‘The Con's did not question its keeping
qualities; they soid there was xothing iu it to spoil or fit to eat, thut it
hadn't flavour enough to atteact nu apple-moth, that it sold woll whero fruit
was not known, and sinco the C. P. Railway had becomo an accomplished
fact suggosted the markets of Alaska, Ben Davis was skimued over with tho
remarks that it was not in accord with the refined Nova Scotia palato, that
an apple with a plethora of aliases was suspicious, and like an Indian dog
1o one disposed to acknowledge the quadraped,

Some objections wore raised to a further oxtension of orchards. The
profit on fruit not being adequate to the out-luy, the ouantity exceeding the
demand oven in yoars of low average. That in years of plenty, as a farm
product, there is no profit in it. Instances were cited where orchards have
paid well, that inteligent handling will in most cases give good returns.
Tho oxtention of markets, tho improved methods of evaporating and
preserving should be an inducement to farmors to look sharp after their
trees, that the time is past for two-cont views. Tree pedlers and nursery
men wero keel-hauled by the splenic evaporations thoy had paid for plants,
that when they came to maturity wore incumborors of the ground, they
deplored their ignorance aud wero dotermined *to keep an eye to windward
next hiteh.” The jurgon was rounded off with something like, “ With all
thy faults I love theo still.” In tho giving of orders for trees tho Wander-
ing Jews who furnished the stock were usually allowed to be authority for
the recommendation of suitablo sorts. By that fortuitous method of doing
business many orchards have trees tho fruit of which is worthless for mar-
ket purposes. ,

The quegtion what to do with thom is not easy of solution. So many
essential conditions of a variable and complicated type are involved that a
practical snd decisive answer would require to be deciphored by accurate
data. Raking togethet some fallen leavos, it appears ovident that autumn
fruits aro much in excess ¢f tha wants of recent available markets. In this
class aro somo really good kinds, many of the trees are well established and
quite hardy, but from some unaccountable causes, either faulty cultivation
or unnatursl conditions, are not remunerative. It is somowhat parodoxicul
to hear practical fruit-growers denouunce varieties which have been genoraily
considered first-class and threaten annihilation because they fail to give satis-
faction. Some trees fail from over-bearing, and if the habit is encouraged
they fail unoxpoctedly ; tho easiest remedy is thinning, if that is objection-
able, annihilate the one-half in fruit, buds, twigs, and spray.

1With some it is a habit to denource tree pedlors,and award to that
class of persons a large portion of blamo for introducing unsuitable varieties.
No doubt some have been taken in, others disappointed in their orders, but
for all that tree agents aro liberally patronized. How many trees would have
been planted or orchards set out had 1t not been for imported trees. Tho
few nursery men in the country wero not in a position o supply a tithe of
the required stock. The aduge that a home prophet is without honour will
scarcely apply, as there is a preity gencral feeling to patronize home grown
trees, thoy being ecasier of access and comsidered botter adapted to the
climate. If we examine the malter candidly, perhaps we shall find that a
full share of the disappointment may bo attributed to our want of tact.

What shall be done with theso unprofitable trees; cul them down and
make fire-wood or graft them with strictly prime fruit? Under oxisting
circumstances the latter is preferrable. The destruction of 15 or 20 years
growth would ho too great 8 sacrifice.  With caro healthy stocks top grafted
with varioties durablo and in demand will, in four scasons, bv productive
trees. In an effort to slter the bearing habit of a tree somo special know-
ledge will be mocessary. Cutting off much fop endangors tho lifo of the
trees, A medium courso will afford tho scion a sufficiont healthy growth.
Tho location, the characteristics of the tree, and reputation of tho desizcd
fruit are connections requiring duoe consideration. There is a salutary adage,
¢ Whoso keepoth the fig tree shall cat the fruit thereof.” There aie soveral
ways of doing things, and the right way is as good as any. Work well
planned is half done aspecially if spread over a series of years. When
fruit growers who have grown old in tho business declaro an iutention to
graft out their Baldwins, as being unprofitable, to curtail their Gravenstion
trees two-thirds, that the old standard Rhode Island Greening is unsatis.
factory ; that tho Biskop Pippin, alias Yellow Bellower, is geliing domoral-
ized. That Esopus Spitzenburg is blotched wit smill-pox, and other
voricties of doubiful nomenclature are to walk the plank. When such
lupatics aro fortilo themes of discourse, it is time to s1y * good-night.”

WaiTR SPECKS 1N BUTTER.—A correspondent would like to know what
csuses little white specks i buttermilk or butter whean it has just been
churned.

Answor: Tho cream has boen allowed to stand too long before churning,
causing the milk mixed with it to get into small hard flekes.

E. J. POWER,
PAINTER & GLAZIER,
44 SACKVILLE ST,
HHALIFAX, N. S.

Hall Decorations, Gr‘;r-ling. Paper-Hanging,
Whitewashing and Colouring.

O ARGES MODERATEH.

CHEESE! CHEESE!

300 Finest Canadlan CHEESE,
For eale by

C. W. OUTHIT,
118 Barrington Strect.

B. A.SMIT

33 to 37 George St.
WHOLESALE

DRY GOODS.

STOCK now Completo
Department.

————

in  overy

SPRUIAL LINES OF NEW

Fancy Goods.

Large Stock well worthy the attontion of
Close Buyers.

JUST RECEIVED.

Boys’ Suits from §1.25 up\var(is.
Infants' Robes, with Bonnet, $2.25.

—ALS0—
Children’s Dresses, Tires, Pinafores, Aprons,

&e., &c.. at
K. McCOLL'S,

R.

~232 Argyle Street. North Colonial Market,

FOR SAILERE.

135 Bbls. Cornmeal.
630 Sacks Cracked Cora.
132 Tons Bran and Shorts,

16 Tons Middlings.
125 Tibh, P, E 1. Pork.
200 Hams, just smoked.

25 Puns Good Molasses,

20 Bbls, Halifax Sugar,

W. WHEATLLY, 209 Barrington Street.

FRUIT STORE.
R. M. BROWNE,

53 SACEKVILLE STRERT,

HALIFAX,

Genetal Commissicn Merchant and Agent for

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC FRUITS & YEGETABLES

Every description of W. 1. Produce alwa;
hand at Lowcest Whalesale and Retail P:lccs?‘ on

Consignments and Orderssolicited. Goods ship-
ped with despatch,

T0 FARMERS.
LOBSTER GUANO.

Thisconcentrated, powerful and valuable
fertilizer is now ahipped, unscreened, at $§25,
and fino screened, &30 por ton of 2000 1bz | ox
burrels or bags £, 0. b, from wharf at dape
Cunso. Ouders for noxt season aro booked
from this dsto at Halifax, No. 67 Hollia
Street.  Ouo ton of this Guanoapread Lroad-
cast on a fiold with a sowing drill or other-
wise, isequal in effect to fifty tons of common
lobster waste as now used, Knt has no pernt.
clous omanation por unpleasant odor. It
beiug a fine, dry and soluble powder, its
action aud sssimilation are immediate

{ant mply to 1
aig:‘c'u:'r .O-m‘“ to' abovs

NEW ACADIAN HOTEL.

GRARVILLE ST., HALIFAX, N. ., |
W. E. POPPLETON, Proprietor.

Rato por Day, $1.50. °
PERMANENT BOARDERS ACCOMMODATED.
First-ClasySpwple Roow in connoction

N. B.~ELECTRIC BELLS on
avery Floor,

GRITFFIN & KELTIE,
Granite and Marble Works.
9244 BARRINGTON ST.,

HALIFAX, N.5.

Artistc Wurk,_ﬂsleful Designs

We make a Specialty of the new Blue Marble.

———

Designs Sont on Application.

ACADIA STEAM

Bisonit and Oonfectionery Works,
Water & Barrington Sts.

Plain and Fancy Biscuits

80 Varietics to Sclect from,

CONFECTIONERY,

All Qualities and Prices.

N.R.—Special Pricesfor arge-orders.

[N

Welland énlagement

Notice to Eo—ntractors.

SEALED TENDERS addrested to the under-
signed, and cadorsed * Tender for the Welland
Canal,** will be received at this office, untii the
arrival of the Eastern and YWestera malils on MON-
DAY, the 25th day of JANUARY next (1886), for
raising the walls of the locks, weirs, &c.’ and
increasing the height ot the banks of that part of
the Welland Canal between Dalhousie and Thor-
old, and fer decpening the Summit Level between
Thorold and Ramiey's Bend, ncar Humberston

“The works. throughout, will be fet in Sections
Maps of the several localities, together with
plans and descriptive specifications, ¢an be seea at
this ofi con and after MONDAY, the 11th day of
JANUARY next (1886), where printed forms of
tender can be obtained A like class of Informae
tion relative to the works north of Allansburg will
be furnished at the Resideat Engiueer’s Ofce,
TaoroLd; and for works south of Auanburi,
plans, specifications, &c. may bescen atthe Resis
dent Engineer’s Officc, WxLLAND,

Contractors are requested to bear in mind that
tendess will not be consldered unless made striclly
io accordance with the printed forms,and, in the
case of firms, except there are attached the actual
signatures, the naure of the occupation and place
o(stu!dtncc of each member of Jhe same; and
further, an accepted bank cheque for the sum of
Two THousaxD DoLLARS or more—according to
the extent of the work on the section—must accom- |

any the respective tenders, which sum shall be

srfelted if the party tendering decli ing
into - ontract for the works, at the rates stated In
the offer submitted,

The amount required In cach casefll be stated
op the form of tender.

The cheque of t2oney thus seatia will be returned
to the “:;cspccxlvc partles whose teaders are not
accepsed.

This chmmun does pot, however, bisd fuselfl
1o accept the lowest or 2oy tender,

By order,

A.P. BRADLEY,
. Secretary,
Department of Railways kod Canals,

Qtitawa, 9th December, 1835,

APPLES! APPLES!

250 bbla. Assorted APPLES, at lowes

Wholesale Rates
OUTHIT,

C. W.
118 Bavringion Streat,




