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CRITIC.

CITY CHIMES.

We have boen laving typical July weather for tho past week, and as
usual in this gay month, with its days that make one foel like anything but
work, overyone secms to be doing his or her best to have a little loaf, with
nothing whatever to do but esjoy life. The country is the attraction, and
all who could possibly do vo have packed up bag and baggsge, goods and
chattels, and betaken themselves to visit their country cousins, or to luxu-
riate (3) iu a rustic hotel, whers moesquitos are not seunsitive to tha fact tha.
familiarity broods contempt, and tho toads in the neighboring swamp sing in
concert sweet lullaby chorus es the shades of ovening fall. Perhaps it may
sound o little like sour grapes, but we think Halifax, with its besutiul sub-
urbs, Rockingham, Bedford apd the North-West Arm,is just about as
dosirable a spot for the summor months as cin be found, and decidedly
preferablo with its refroshing breezes from the ocean, to the inlsnd towns,
where almost unbearably hot days are followed by evenings without a cool
breath to stir the leaves.

Again our Royal guest has left vs. This time, we foar, for an extended
pericd. H. M. S. Zhrusk, with its Royal Commander, ssiled from Halifax
Harbor on Monday morning, and will not roturn, a8 she goes out of com-
mission on arriving in England, As she went down the harbor the men on
board the Bellerophon, Canada snd the French war ship, all cheered heattily,
while from the band of the Bellerophon sounded forth the sweet strains of
# Far Away.” Prince George leaves behind bim in Halifax many pleasant
impreseions and some warm friende.

Tho band of the Leicestershire Regiment in the Public (iardens last
Saturday afternoon was a genuine treat, and all who were fortuvate enough
to be in thit delightful spot wore simply charmed. The crowd was a large
one, the day beautiful, and every one secemed in merry mood ; while the
_children, in their protty summer frocks, were in their element as they played
. sround among tho trees and flowers. The flowers are hardly as far advanced

as they usually ave at this season, owing to the cold wet weather of June,
but in a few weeks more our Halifax paradise will be Juxuriantiy beautiful.
We hope our citizens will take advantage of the band concerts on Saturday
afternoons, for they are well worth aitending.

"he postponed yacht race for the United Binks’ cup came off on Satur-
day sast. The day was a magnificent one, with a fine brecze blowing from
the west. The H.G. A. bind furnished an excollent progremms of music
on the prouds of tho Squadron Club Houee ; the ladier, notwithstanding the
vumerous other attractions cf the afternoon, were out in force, and the Club
House and grounds presenied a very pretty and attractive econe. The race
was a good one, and was well managed, A squall struck the Lenore, carry-
ing sway her mast, and thus setilipg her chanco of winning. The Youla
came home ahesd, the others in the following order: Ktienne, Puyche,
Mentor and Hele. Tho cup goesto the Youls, and a second and third prize
to Etienn: and Psycle.

The # At Homo” given by Mr. John Doull at his beautiful residence,
North West Arm, on Teesdey afternoon, in honor of Mr. and Mrs, John D,
Miller, of New Yurk, was in every way a success. Noarly three hundred
guesta enjoyed the pleasant afternoon at Westenwold, which is one of the
most beautiful of the many fine residences at the Arm, snd tho band of the
Leicestershire Regiment added not a little to the pleasure of the gathering.
The ladies were very tastefully attired, and the Jight dreeses among the dark
foliage of tho trees on the besutiful grounds of Westenwold presented a
picture to be romembered.

Strawberry festivals abound, snd cach one seems to be well paironizad.
The delicious fruit covored with cream is far from being “ hard to take.”
Picnics also are quite in order, and besides the Sunday schools who bave
been taking their little ones {or a day's pleasuring and a substantial treat,
numerous private parties have been attesting to the fact thst men may come
snd men may go, bul the picnic is with us every summer just tho same. A
favorite mode of entertsining instead of the garden party is well worth
mentioning. A merry and wisely-selected company, well chaporoned of
course, start off with spirits high for a tramp around the Park, coming back
a couple of hours later to the hostess’ house for supper, and perchance a
dance. Thore have been quite a nuwber of these gatherings, and each has
been votad a thorough success,

The young lady friends of tho Crescent Amateur Athletic Association
assisted *¢1he boys” in bolding a very successful bazaar and strawberry
festival in Robie St. Hall on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons and
ovenings. These young people bave worked hard and enthusiastically, and
deserve the success their efforts havo obtained. The Hall was very prettily
decorated, and tho Association entortained a largo number of friends, sub-
stantially increasing the weight of the treasurer’s pocket,

Tho steamer Bridgewalcr took & large numbor of those on plessure bent
on ber excursion on Lucsday evening. The evening was a dolightful one,and
the co0l broezss from the Atlantic were much-onjoyed after tho heat of the
day. Theeo excursions provide a truly pleasant way to rest, and are much
enjoyed by all who can tako advantage thercof.

At lsst wind snd weather permitted the long-deforred Prowenade Con-
cert in tho Public Gardens to coms off, and es if to make up for tho past, we
were favored with about as nearly perfect an ovening as could well bo imag-
inod. It was just cool onough to be plessant, and quite warm onough to

pormit tho ladies to woar light dresses, thus enhancing the brilliance of the
effect. The bands wero both very good indeed, and gave excollent
programmee. Special mention must bo made of the 1ast pieco played by the
Leicestershiro, *“ A Hunling Song,” which was new to us, and took well ;
tho wholo having to be ropeated in respouss to an enthusiastic encore. Tke
imitation of dogs barking, tho cracking of the whips, and all tho sccompani-
ments of a full hunt were delightfully blonded with charmingly appropriate
muejc. \While wo hardly dare presumo to criticiso such an admirablo per-
formanc®, might wo ask if the reply to tho call of tho bunter’s born heard
in the distanco was supposed to bean echo, for if so it was decidedly original.

An ocho, sccording to tho popular bolief, is an oxact reproduction of a given
sound, but when it floats back to us through the summor air, varied in pitch
and rythm, we oxperionce a focling of disappointment. Aside from this
blemish the Hunting Song well dessrved the rapturous applause it received.

And while speaking of applause, wo heartily commend the praotice at these
open air concerts, for whila it shows the appreciation of the audience, it also

groatly encourages the bandsmen. Halifux is, snd may well be, proud of her

Military music, and the Leicestershire band is one of tho best we have had

in this garrison.  Altogethor the concert was a success, but where was the

usual crowd. There could not have beon more than a thousand people in

the gardens, though a large number strolled around the square outside the

fence. Was it not an aggravation to be so near and yot so far3 Would it
not have beon much wiser to have had a lowar admission fee, and have had two

thousand poople, iustead of one, onjoy the restful promenade through the

boeautiful cool walks. And why is a concort inthe gardens a rare occurrencs,

the Commissioners deigning to give not mora than thres duting the whole

season. Fancy what an improvementon the present plan would be one evening

in evory week set apsrt for a band concort in the Public Gardens (capital P

for public), admission feo, len cents. Visitors to our pretty city, with its

deliciously cool evenings, would carry away pleasant recollections of our

weekly concerts, while our citizens would highly appreciate this one of their
wmsny righte.

The ball given by the officers of the Bellerophon on Wednesday evening
was, as theso pleasant events without exception always are, a great success.
All through tho ovening the steam yachts were kept busy carrying mem-
bers of the noble six hundred to the scone of the festivities, and tho flagabip
pr-sented a gay appesranco. Many boating parties wers out and enjoyed
sweet music in the easly partt of the evening from the band of the Canada.

Wo note that wo are to have the Bradley Drumsatic Company at the
Acaveny of Music next weeck, beginning Monday evenming with “ My
Partner” as an opening piece. During the week they will givo * Mr. Barnes
of New York,” and will doubtless draw good audiences.

Every aftornoon at precisely five o’clock, by the sun, sounds cheerfully
forth tho ponetrating whisle from the Halifax Illuminating & Motor Co.’s
Station on Moran's wharf. It is ssid that this whistle,hich is the largest in
ths city, is warranted to be absolutely accurate. Certainly we Halifaxians
need not have any unrelinblo timepinces, if guides to regnlato them by is
all wo need. Tue gun at noon, this soul-inspiting music at five, and the
nine-tbirty gun, to say nothing of all the factory whistles, are over with us.
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