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The TFirs also suited Mrs. Kynaston for this winter ; not only did it
allow her to retain Charlie Deveretix within her thrall, for whoso devotion
she honestly cared but little, but it also offercd the best possibie chance she
knew of secing something of Gilbert Stade, and in Gilbert Slade, between
pique and caprice, Mrs. Kynagton was much interested.

It had been a mere whim in the first instance, but the indifierence Slade
had showed to her charms, andy latterly, his evident preference for Leftice
herself, had aroused a very tornado in this wayward woman's breast. She
had dwelt upou it, brooded upon it, what you will , but ended by conceiving
herself passionately in love with the good-looking Hussar, Bertic Slide
had run down for the.day to Lincoln to see Charhie ride Polestar, but he
had so far put in no appearance at North Leach ; and, now that Charlie had
joined the regiment, it was not very likely that he would do so  Mrs
Kynaston had quite enough knowledge of things military to know that it
was nat very likely young Devereux would get leave for the first few
months, until he had passed his -novitiate in fact : and it was hatrdly likely
that Bertic would come to North Leach unless he accompanied his friend

Gilbert Slade. indeed, when young Devereua suggested a run home to
North Leach for a few days’ hunting, laughed as he replied,

‘1 can tell you what the chief’s reply will be before you ask hun. He
will tell you, *The York and Ainsty are quite good enough for you to hunt
with for the present'; and it will be time enough for you to go further a-field
when you.are through the school, and have learned your drill.’  No, no,
the chisf is a raré good'sort for leave, but, as for your wanting it just after
you have joined, he will.regard thiat as unmitigated cheek.”

Charlie accepted his comrade's dictum ; in realty, he had no great
desiré to go back to North Leach. As far as hunting went, the spoit around
York would satisfy any man not wecded 10 the shires, and the new life wis
full of pleasure and amusement to a yousg fellow like nimself. Put thén'
there were Mrs. Kynaston's instructions, that he was to be sure and come
back, -bring M. Slade with him, and have a weck in his own country, if he
could compass it.
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bade him good-bye, had said,

“It would. be awfully jolly, Charlie, if you and’ Mr. Slade could run
down and bave a good gailop or two with us before the season closes,”

Well, he had done his best 5 and, as it couldn’t be managed, there was
10 help for it. -

During the latter,part of her stay in London,
good deal of Ralph Furzedon. It had been in
her husband had wished her to do so. c
because Furzedon cagerly cultivated her acquainlancc ; and,latterly, because
she had seen her way into making use of him. To say that she had casily
detected Furzedon’s besetting ambition would hardly describe the cise.
The man had made a confidant of her from:the first ; she knew how anxious
he was to push himself into society——the higher the better; but, at all
cvents, into society of some sort 1o 'sta

" with. She had-done him more
than one gocd turn in that respect, and Furzedon clung tenaciously-10.her
skirts in consequence. Mrs. Kyaas

ton had of late made up her mind that

he should. wairy ILiettie Davétsuy. Ferzedon had thought Lettie a very
pretty girl t6 it with , but it had never entered his mind to make her is
wife until Mrs Kynaston not only planted the ideu there, but tendered it
and ministered 10'it as a delicate flower Tequiring carcful cultivation. She
was slways chanting Lettic’s praises o
* That girl,” she would say, * only reyuires to be seen to bave half Lon-
don at her feet. She is thrown away amongst that dowdy set of Mrs.
Connop's ; azid she is so dreadfully loyal to her aunt that I can’t induce her
to comc about a little under my chaperonage.” ’
* 1 should have thought,” Fuizedon had rejoined,
hardly good enough t¢ give her much chance in the
“ No chance ™ replied Mrs. Kynaston,
‘“Much you know about it. The bluest
democratic days mates cither with beauty or money-bags, if it doesn't do
worse, and go 10 the coulicscs for ils countess, 1f Lettic Devercux only
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yuite likely 10 make a good match, and her amie
cedents were little likely to s1and 1n her way should a man fall in love with
her. Day by day all this sank decper and deeper into Mr. Furzedon's
wind  Mrs. Rynaston was far too clever cver to suggest that Lettie would
suit him, she spoke of the girl always in the abstract, as ono whom Nature
had so ~ichly endowed that she must have a bnlliant future before her,
always accompanicd by regret that that future was being muddled away by
the bad start she had at Mrs. Counop’s. Mrs. Kynaston dilated upon
Lettic’s chanms in a manner that her own cstunate of them hardly war-
ranted. Lettice Devercux was-undoubtedly a pietty girl, but ahe was not
such a striking beawty as it svited lLer fnend to make out.  Anyway, the
idea that it weuld be a pocd thing for him to marry Lettice Devereux was
a strorg hold on Furzedon's mind, He was a considerabiy
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him very well off, but recently an uncle had died wl
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don's. Ho had turned up his nose ut his fat
‘when he was young and foolish, A shrewd, grasping, hard man, devoteg
o money-making, he had determined to carry on this latter, under ap
‘assumed name, of course ; but then mos} usury is conducted on such prin.
‘ciples, and the person with whom a-loan.is contgacted is apt to be a man of
‘straw acting for a principal-in the background;

Now one of the first negotiations that had fa
takiog up his uncle’s business had
may be remembered that Charlie
market,

llen to Furzedon's lot after
tickled that gentleman immensely, 1
Devereus, to meet his losses at New
had been obliged to borrow moncey from Ralph Furzedon ; he had
given hig acceptance in acknowledgment to three bills of various amounts,
but the total of which cume to a considerable sum. Worried about this,
Charlie, it may be bornhe in mind, had confided his troubles to Major
Kynaston, and that gentleman had promptly found him the money wutk
which to redeem those bills from Furzedon 5 but to do this the Major had
simply raised the money from a professional usuper.  His knowledgze of the
monseylenders in the metropolis wis extensive, and amongst others he hag
been m the habit of doing business with Ralph Furzédon's urcle, whe
traded, as before said, under an assumed name. It is easy to conceive how
Mr. Furzedén chuckled upon discovering that the acceptances thit were
redeemed had only been rescued for acceptances of the same déscription,
bearing usurious interest, instead of the modast five per cent. with ¥rhich, as
a friend, he had comented himself, In short, pudr Cbarli_é‘s bills had
simply been transferred from ¢ne pocket to_the othdr. 'Major Kynastpn
was in profound ignorance of this ; he was aware of the dedih of the prin
cipal, but was informed whén he called that the busitiess was catried on a
usual, and, having effected the transaction, had troubled himself no more.

THE TWO THGUBANT,

The race for the Two Thousand draws near,
thereon is Janguid'in proportion to what jt usu
gambling days, still this -otld not be 50 muc
the sporting public as to the narrow circumsc
race was regarded by those conversant in tuf ; as |
Glendower.  Such a gift, indeed, did it look to him, that it was runforc
there would be hardly any opposition, and out of the half-dozen pussibk
ranners quoted o onc imagined that any of the number had much chana
of deféaung the favorite, whose: two-year-old career had consisted of six o
seven iUnbroken wictories. Glendower, like ihe upas-tree, overshadowe!
and ‘killed the market. 1n the teeth of his triumphant career it seemet-
sheer thadness to-back any of his opponéits. But when there suddenky
dawnéd upon the horizon a dim star like Belisanus, and when men ha.:;
been given time to collect such facts abuit him as that he belonged to Bt
Smith, the famous. Nurth-country* jockey, and that he had been backed by
one so intimalely associated with -Bil Swmith’s former tiumphs as St
Ronald- Radehffe, it was gradually whisperéd about that the Newmarke
crack; Glendower, might meet his mastér in the dark colt from the'* Nort ‘
coyatree.”

~It*wds not that Bill Smith and his friebds had laid out much niotigy o: ¢
Belisafius, indted’ they wére in. nc position 10 do su—sunié cight hundre |
pounds at long odds had beed the sum-total of ther collecuive outlay. True )
they had also secured various long:shots sbout the colt for the Derby , be *
none of them wére in a position to risk much money on a race of any kin a
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Bill 8mith and Norman'Slide, aud therefore it was only the monoy of
people  anid a few astdte turfites that forced: Betisarids: into a pmmlncnﬁ

place in the betting. . . F

1f there 18 one thing the speculative public are specially ford of in-cor
nection with a horse-race, it is a dark colt in the hands of -a well- know,
man at long odds. And this was justthe very year to foment such
fancy: It was all very well to say Glendower ‘must win; but to back Glegg
dower meant the taking of a very short ‘Price about that nobic. abiualle
chance. Amongst the others it was ithpossible 10 make out, with any dg x
regard to their previous perfurmances, that sny of them could' have g
shghtest chauce of beating the favonte. 'There is no telling how good
horse may be that has never run 5 s equally true that the.converse of g
proposition hulds good.

“ Bill Smith is a clever man,”
man still. if he vhooses 16 take

argucd the public, “and is a-great he
care of himself; u is quite cvident that
fancics this colt of his, and there 1s no better judge than he ; surely he
keep steady to ride his own horse, .and if he only does that, old Bul's googgs
cnough to tackle the very best of 'em yeu” .

And thus rezsoning, thé ever-sanguine army of backers began, with ti +
herdic constancy that ever charactenses them, to stake their money frediss
on Belisarius. In vain did bookmakers ask each other what this mii
mean.  The cry had gone forth that Belisarus was goods for _
Guineas." And thosc who went duwn to the lists and-staked-—and thdey
number was numerous as those who.go down to the sea in ships—with o
accord invested ther woney on the dark colt of the north. And thus Xy
came fo pass, thav as the race drew nigh Lelisarius was installed a st
sccond favorite. It was sumored, ndecd, that, though quoted at two e
tiréc points longer odds 1n the betung, he for all that carned more mordge
thau the hitheno unbeaten Giendower.

Noroun Biade and his brother conspirator, Sir Ronald, were in as hi
f slate of excntement as it was poasible for two veteran turfites to arnve 29K



