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brought away some decided impressions of
what he saw, and liko all young men of any
intellect wwas enthusisstic, Tho only trou
blo was that he rashly confided in Mr. Low,
or that Mr, Low elicited opinions and state-
monts from him, which no cool and uubias.
ed critic would pronounce, and that M.
Jow lLas paraded these stntements and
opinions to the world ns coming from Sir
Garnst Wolseley, while the World—New
York journslof that name—haz very grave-
Jy printed them as authentic and weighty
utterances, If Sir Garnet Wolseley ever
did s»y what Mr, Low asserts, and which we
rint clsewhere, the probability is that he
sospoke after dinoer. Thereis a positive
mrmth in bis opinions and statements, a
rosy coloring and gilded exaggeration, that
are very common in post prandial conversa-
tions over the Medeira, and under the bluo
clouds of aromatio Partagas, There are
few mon however claar headed. who wil
not at such times *talk wild,” but it is
hardly fair to report such conversations ver
batim, and gravely retail them to tha world
ss the deliberate opiniona of the speaker.
The assertions paraded as coming from Sir
Garnet and attributed to *¢ Military Critics,”
that Lee was tho greatest general the world
bas seen since Napoleon; thatthe Afmyof
*{he Potomac would have marchied to \Vash-
jogton and proclaimed McClellan dictator,
bad notLincoln given himtheMaryland com.
mand; that the little Ashanteo catpaign
sgainsl a crowd of naked savages was equal
to Wellington’s campaign of 1814; the class-
ing of Raglun at Sebastopol, Napier at Mag:
dala,and Wolseley at Covmassie, withthoIron
Duke at Puaris, alter his long und arduous
campaigos , all these assertstions and com-
risons are 30 inelfably stilted sud axag-
gerzted, that after dinoer inference isirres-
wtible, 1f we acceptthem ascoming {rom Sir
Garoet, or any other donz jfide military
witio.

Itis in their application to the truth of
history, and - especially of our owa military
‘bistory, that they. are interestingand somo
what offensive to Americins. Some of the
sbsurdities are so glaring that we cannot
credit them as cotning from any one but Mr.
lon nimself, unless Sir Garaoet wero dis-
tinctly to ayow them. To assert Leo us tho
greatest genefal since Napoleon, isa par-
tin statement to which the most ardént
Sonthern historian has not yet comrmitted
Yimself. Itis noticeable that bis most ar-
dest admirers, of the ‘men that sarved un-
der bim, do not eniargo upon his superla~
tive genius 10 the same extent as thuy do
o1 his personal qualities of heart. Of bhis
kindness of disposition, of his prudence, of
the absolute adoration with which the Con
federate general was regarded by bis sol
diers, thero is no question, Of his great
prowess in defensive war as showa in his
magoificent Wilderness campaign, thero is
joitas little doubt. That campaign bore a
very airorg ‘rescmblince to the once cele -

- trated siego of Sillistria, in which Omar

I

Pasha constantly foiled-the efforts of every
Rassian general and grest numbersof frash
troope, with his Taw Turkish levies. by a

| Tery similar engineering skill, ‘U6dleben’s

delence of Sebiastopol was faitly eclipsed by
the defence of Patersburg, under Lee, with
less advant~ges in his favor and o great dis-
propertion of force, It is Lee’s greatlost
- glory that he was theonly Southern general
- daring the war who sucoeeded in foiling
Grant, as Grant's cronning glory was the en
forced surrender of Lee. The two men
vere fairly matched in the Wilderness, and
-tks consumate skill with which Lee evaded
tbe grip of his huge antsgonist for so many
.wonths, is worthy of all praise, Bat to

compare this falling back {rom position to
to pusition in a difticult country, with the
cxmpaign of Italy in 1796, shows tho dis-
parity of genius In two commanders  With
much talent and n bigh personal character,
Lee never exhibited any of those markswol
genius that stamp ‘tho reslly great com-
mander. (enius in a commander is shown
-by overcoming the impossible, and this Leo
noever ayen attempted. A Montenotte, n
Dejro, n Cnstiglione, were beyond his ideas,
A Leuthen, or a Ryssbach, the defeat and
rout of an enemy three times his own force,
were'achiavements entirely teyond his ea.
pacity.  With the single exception of Man
nesny Second, which was lost by the sup
ineness or jaalousies of some of the enemy's
generals, Lee never delivered an otfeusive
battle in which ho did not sutfer a bloody
repulse ; and his greatest defensive victors
ies wero all resultless. To compire a gene:
ral of this character with Napoleon, who
never deliversd any but an offensive battle
in his lifs, and won almost every engage:
ment and who never failed to utterly ruin
and adversary, once defeated, is to provoke
sarcastic commeont {rom the mildest, but
frot which we studiously ahstain,

Theassertion that the Army of the Poto:
mac would ever have marched to Washing:
ton, to install MceClellan as dictator, i3 ano*
ther of theso wild' exaggorations, that could
ouly emanate from-ono totally ignorant of
the morale of that Army. A fuw months
later, after his victory of Antietam, }McClel-
lan was removed in the midat of a forward
wovement, and nofa complaint was ofbcisle
1y heard in the Army of the Potomic. Was
it prababls then, that the same genersl
fresh [rom a series of reverses on the Pen*
insula, the result of which had lowered bis
prestige? Itis rare for soldiers to.mutiny
it favor of an unsuccessful commander,
however uafortunate, however uonjustly
treated. Soldiers. like crowds, adore suc'
cess. Again, wo miust express our disbeallef
in Sir Garnet as the author of any such
statement.

The comparison of Sir Garnet’s campaizn
in Ashantee with that of the Allies in 1814
against Napolcon, is anotker of thoses Yo-
gramisms-that thavo hithérto been looked
on 2s peculistly Amcrican by the averags.
Dickens-reading Euglishman. The ¢ mili-
tary critics” who jumble the exid campain
up with tho siege of Scbastopol, Havelock,
and Napier, aro possibly of tho ** war corres:
pondenv'* kind, like oor old friend Dr, Rus*
sel, but we aro certain that Sir Garnot bim®
self in his normal state, would laugh at ths
assumption. After dwner, there is of
couirse no counting on any man, not oven
on Sucrates, as we learn from Plato’s Dias
logues. Such comparisons aro very apt to
prevoke counter comparisons, which will
occur to every military student,

The Ashantee campaiga of Wolscley was
a goo1 example of a prudent.adranca with
disciplined and well armed troops against
savagei. Curiously enough, the: tactics of
the tinal battle will be found exactly Iaid
down and enjoined by Vegetius in his Max.
ims, jast about .\{teen hundeed: years ago.
The Roman wriiywr prescribes tho oblong
squara as' the bes! poasible formation in a.
case whers your o ta troops are immeusly
superior in quality o those of the enec.ay,
and recordingly by the use of the oblong
square Sir Garnet mved through the midst
ot tho naked szvag. s with little ormo diffi*
calty. 'The only di.nger he really gsesms to.
havo run was the s:;-me which befcit Napier
of Magdala, the su mounung of a-dutlicult
country, Armed opposition, asin Abyssina, .

was the wmerest farte. The negroes, with.

plenty of individus), courage, lacked both.

discipline aud weapons, while tha Eovglish
with their artillery aud broech loaders,
mowed them dowa with little danger to
thegnselvos. In our own little campaign
ngainst the Inrdians of ‘l'oxas and Now Moxi-
€0, wentiondd elsewhere, the handful of
Americis troops that lias brought in 40,000
prizoners has uscomplishel more work,
against un euewny ten times more danger:
ous than King Koffse. ‘I'he molern Indian
of the $ruth West, with his Winchester
riflea and Colt's revolvers, his patent car.
trulges in plenty, and his long training in
border warfaro, is an enemy that would do
credit toany soldier tosubdue, Were such
enemied and aach soldiers within H. B, M.s
dominions, the present winter would have
witneszed o probable crop of baronets, with
a possible peer or two, that would have
faicly amazed our simple majors and colo
nels who once commanded divisions and
corps, and now are deprived of the empty
consolation of a brevet. :

Altogether, wo are inclined to think; that
for Sir'Garnet's cradit, Mr. Low might Vet~
ter have left much unwritten that h» has,
and the genius of- tlie World migat better
have'left the “military critice’ to-their test
over the virtuous.but soporitic pages of the
Uniled Service Magazine. !

Wolsciey on Lee. ™ '

' (Fromtie N. Y. World):

Major General Sir Garnet J. Wolseley, K.
C.B.,.C.).G.. the victorious commander
in the Ashanteo war of [873 74,is the newest
of the popular heroes of England., Ho well
déserves the admiration of bis countrymen,
for his campaiga 1n the rugged, feverhaunt-
ed country of the Ashanmtees, where with
his bandfut of brave Englishmen he fought
nature and the negrozs every inch of the
way to Cuomassie, anil overcame both, was
as brilliant an achievement ot generalship
as the military annals of Eogland can boast
of since the memorable campaign against
Nupoleon L, which ended at Paris in 1814
Of course it is pot intended to Compars the
Ashanteo war, in magoitude and impor-
tance, with the wars 1o the Crimes &nd in
Iodis, nor oven with thit in Abyssinis, but
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it is-the opinion of miilitary critics that

Wolseley displayed.as niuch ability in plan.
uning his campaign and haandling his troops
as Raglan di-d at Sabastopool, or Havelook
in Iudis, or Napier in Abyssinis. Afterre-
turning homs from Africs with his voterans
10 rece1so an ovation at the handsof royal*
ty and tho British_peopls, and to rest for a
fer months on-his laurels, he has again
been sent into active sprvico  Tho cable
announced » fow weeks ago that Sir Garnot
had been ordered o the colony of Natalin
Eastorn Africa to compose the difficulties
which;have arisen between the setilers and
thewr Dutch neighbors of the diamond coun®
try. A-lafer despatch has annoanced his
doparture. About sucha man much may
be sald that iz fnteresting, but thore is an
episode ia his lifo which is particularcly so
to Americans. Hp was stationed in Canada
duting oupcivil war—then_plaia Colonel
Wolseley—=and made an undergronnd visit
to Genernl Lee just after the attle of An-
tietam, In the United Sevice Mugasine
thore is being published mgnthly a bio-
gesphical akotch of Sic Garaet. Wolseley,
written by Liedtenaut Low, 148 of the In

dian navy, who.is the atithor of the *Lifo
of Sir Georga Pollogk.” Ia (ke List npal-
bor of the wmagazino the biographer fedches
the period in bis lieco's Jife when hie-%as in
Crnada and made bis viiit 1o Led. The
roader is cusbled Yo obtai frora, tuis Hiarra”



