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with ohirges of 27.5 to 35 lbs of powder, |
projectiles (romy 116 tn 18U lbs., capable of
pertorating 6 inch of iron at 1,000 yards.

‘'ho monitors are deficient in spoed,
though fornndable antagonists at close
quarters ; their sphere of offence does unt
extend beyond 3500 yarde, which mught be
increased to 3,500 yards, by the subsiitu.
tion of un efficient nfls of the same weight,
10 inch or 1[I inch calibre for the 15 inch
smooth bore. Various projects have been
brought forward to convert our present
smooth bore guns into rifles, but these are
all mukeshifts, permissible in time of war,
but unpardonable waste m peaco. Our futile
cfforts to utihze the old small arms should
warn us to make no expenditures in this
direction. Other nnations possess much
grealer stacks of convertible guns, but
none have thougzht fit to so convert them,
vor e they be couverted to breech-
loaders, which [ consider the essentinl
teature in any nifled system. A writer in
the Lrmy anl Naey Journal of February 28,
1874, gives a summary of the objections to
converted puns which 1 commend to your
perusal.— UL S, brmg and Naoy Cazclle.

TIIE NEW CAVALRY TACTICS.

Thoe new cavalry taclics, assimilated to
Upton’s Infantry Tactics, arve ready at last,
and are comprised in a volume about ono-
third thicker than the infantry book, but
almost. equally convenient. Printer and
publisher have alike done themselves credat
in these handy litle pocket volumes, of
which tke typography is beautifully clear,
while the thin, tough paperadmits (in the
cavalry volume) of 530 pages, in a marvel-
lously convenient and portable form, The
illustrations in the School of the Soldier aro
also very superior in cxecution to those
usualin military books, and seenr to havey
been outlined from photographs, judging
from the ease and grace of the attitudes,
and the correctness of detail in all eases.
Belug set in with the type, they are also
convenient for reference, and a greatad:
vance on the old method ~of illustration.
When we come to the matterof the cavalry
book, we are obliged 18 confess that the
work has not Leen done with anything like
the conciso completeness evinced in the e
vised Infautry Tactlics; and whereas the
short preface to the latter work giwves good
snd cogent reasons for the movements
prescribed, wiitten evidently by one who
feels sure of s ground and has tisought
deeply on the subject, the compilers of the
cavalry tactics ure content toiest on the
authority of Gl No. 6 ot the War Depart-
ment, July 17, 1873 wiuch curtly anuounces
their adoption. .

. As far as tho mere cvolutions from line
into column, and vice versa, are concerned,
they are almost ivdentical with the corres:
ponding inf-utry mavements. Ia the dis
mounied drill there isno sensible dilference.

Mounted, the substitution of single for
double ranks cnaliles the syime commands
to bo used in most cases. I the Scizool of
the Regiment three batinlionsaro used -
stead of ane, closely assimilating cavalry
regimental movaments tothos€ of a hrigade
of infantry. Tho single rank formation
rendering dress pasade, in line, of a mount-
ed regimont a practical impossibility.

oxcep for officors gifted with the Jungs ol

Bonarges, lino oftplatoon columus ‘is aubsti
tuted therefor, and lino of masses is also
allowable, Brigade movements mounted
are not prescribed to be made by general
commands, but by despatched orders and
bugle calls.  So far as all these movements,
and thoso of divisions and corps, are con
cerned, tho changes are in the right direc
tion, and the Cavalry Tactics nre amply
suflicient to meet all the tecessities occur
ving in manouvring either lugo or smnll
bodies of horsoe, in the siuplest and most
vapid nnnner.

It i3 in the individual instruction in tho
points which make the esscentinl diflerence
hetwoen the cavalier and the footmau that
thie work of the officera who compiled the
new mounted tactics has been leit incom:
plete, and the opportunity for a radical
wmproveent in those matters which do not
alfect manwuvres left all neglected. Az
the new tactics stand, our cavilry are roally
deprived of the right to be called *cavalry.™?
Mounted rifles, dragoons, mounted infuntry
they may be called, but the fact remains
tuat tho now tactics deliberuately consign
them to a future in which theirr main de
pendence must be only their firearms, and
in which the -sabre will be » neatly useless
encumbrance. As the tactics now standat
would save the Government a godl many
dollars, and our 80 called ** cavalry® much
needless trouble, to have cvery sabre
used by an enlisted man turned into the
arsenals,

That these remarks are not oo severe will
appear when we mention that the old U. 8.
Sibre Exercise, with all its useless flounishes
and cuts at the empty air, 18 retained in the
uew tactics, substantially unchanged save
by the addition of two parries on the lelt
which are really only one. ‘There is abso.
lately no provision for fencing between the
men, and ander the new tactics, as under
the old. reg.ments will be putinto tte field
to charge an enemny with the sabre, when
Qf they have followed the tacucs) uota
single man has ever crossed swords with an
antagonist. The question what contilence
can men 8o trained put in their sworda ?—is
easily answered by the experience of our
late war. The sneer that has been so often
thrown at our cavaly by foreigners, thatit
was nothing but * mounted infantry,” was,
unhappily, true as regarded our horse in
goneral.  In some individual regiments, by
a disregard of the U 8. Tactics, the men
were made into fuir swardsmen, and would
chargs with the sadro. Wherev 1 the tactics
were obeyed, charges were almost anullity,
and firing the only real resaurce of the sa-
cilled “cwvalry.” That this state of things
is satis{actory. seems to be the conviction of
the United States cavaley oflicerz on the
board of revision.  In our own opinion their
position is decidedly illogic-l. Either they
should abolish the sabre entirely, if they
distrust its etlicicy, or they should givoita
fair chance: to bo used as a weapon, no:as
atoy, Un ler ourprasent system it is noth:
ing but atay. Inthe French cavalry, from
whoso driil our sabro serrice is drawa
some of the deficiencies of the exercisa ate
ohvinted by tho preseace of a Maitro
d'Armes in cvery regmment and by the prac-
tice of fencing  Even under this moditica:
tion their cavalry suffered hewily duriog
the German war, when opposed to the Gore
man cavalry, which pursues much the same
system as tho English. All the accounts

.accessible prove this lo bave been the caso

whenever they came in collision with the
sabre. Whether it 18 safe’ for mounted
troops to depend on their fira is a question
tuat hax beon repoatedly decided inm tho

negative, at long intervals, and yet tho ten®
dency, sinco war was first mnde a science,
hag always boeen for mounted troaps to re.
Ipse into the old wvicious track of depen:
dence on manmuvres belonging to infantry,
in defanlt of properly iustructing tho
cavaliers. In every cuwe where the experi-
ment hia been tried against puro cavalry,
the result hus been disaster. ‘I'he Roman
cavalry frequantly fought on foot, ti!l Hanni.
bal's Gauls ovarwhelmed them at Canne,
Alterwanlds, Ciesar wag competled to employ
those vary Gauls to supplement his defi
cient Roman cavalry., Fifteen centuries
elapsed, when Gustavus Adolphus founrl
the mouated troops of bis time in the same
essentially vicious cousdition of dependenco
on fire. la abolished it, substituted the
rapil charge, sword in hand, and overthrew
his opponents, leaving the Swedish cavalry
a legacy of superiority which.it retained,
n~arly a century later, under Dharles X1i.
fo Prussiy, the Great Frederick repeated
the same lesson before the Saven Years?
War and made his cavalry,from the poorest,
the best in Europe, a model contessedly
unequalled ever since. Irom his time
cavalry has been declining in standard to
the present day, when it has reached much
the same relative point as when Frederick
marked its faults at dMollwitz  Our cavalry
generals, all over the worla, with the single
excaption of Sheridan perhaps, are afraid to
trust their _horsomep in pitched battles of
all erms. Qur own revised cavalry tactics
leave them iu the old 1ut, by denying the
men a practical sabre exercise, and any
means of attaining confilence in the true
weapous of the cavalier. That this 1s
literally true wiil Lo confessed by any
swordsman who looks at our sabre exercise,
and co.npares it with the Eaglish or Ger.
man. When it comes to actul practice, we
find tho Eaglish and Germans fencing all
the time, with a love for, and confidence in
their weapon, entirely absent among dur
men, simply because the litter naver ueo
it, except to‘cut at the air, till the dayof
battlo comes,when they feel perfectly gr-en,
not kuowing how to guard against cut or
point, except those laid downin the books,

Indismounted fighting, the new tactics»
mako no provision for leav:ing tho sabre
with the saddle. Gonsidering that thisis a
matter of absolule necessity for such-ser.
vice, the omission shows great carlessness.
The chapter an harses seems to be a hetero-
geneous wm-lungc evolved (rom Baucler, s
few generdd o.ders issued on the Plains,
and tho 1uer consciousiess of the compi.
lers. Tue - directions: for shoeing'” are
especially carcless. To be brief, whilo-we
cannot deny thata certain advantage has
been gained for mantuvring purposes by
the assunilation of tho tactics of the two
arms, it _is ecqually clear to us that the
cavalry service havasuffored by the change
in1ts essential qualities, rapidity and dash,
‘This has almst always been the case whero
infantry and artjllery officers have-zssumed
command of cavalry, and dictated its move-
ments. By the assimilated tactics ourin®
fantry are placed in good crndition, tho.
&avairy decidedly damaged. It remains
tobe seen with what success the board has
treated the artdlery arm.  As for the cavals
ty, if the tactics pure.and gimple were left,
and n separato book, carcfully ‘prepared,
on Equitation and Swordsmanship, the pre®
sent inadequato substitute, with tho whole
*+ School of the Soldier Mounted,” being cut
out bodily, it would boall the better for
tho servico in *he future, when our borso,
men may yobmeot roal cavalry in batile,

Then it will ba too late W change.



