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a high parapet. This Board has incidentally
touched upon this subject before, and in
somo of its drawings has 1epresented a por.
tion of' tho terre-plein behind the traverso
cizcles as depressed, m one instanco 3 feet.
Thero can be no doubt that the depressing
carriage will be served with movo contidence
by gunners in all positions, high ovr low.
Still ns its introduction involves more space,
not always uvailable, and an additional cost
of perhaps $7.000 per gun, there will be
positions, (as for instance where there is a
large array of shore guns on each side of the
channel of approach to a harbor, or where
hostile ships will have difliculty in develop-
ing themselves favorable foran attack), that
will admit, in some of the higher barbetto
batleries of o good service of guns mounted
on non-depressing carriages. In these bat-
teries however, as much covering height for
the parapet should be attained as possible,
It seems to this Board therefore, that the
necessity for the depressing carriage admits
of no doubt, and thut, as before observed. its
introduction is but a part of our system of
defence by 2arth batteries; and further, that
for high batteries, where 1t may be possible
to dispense witae its use, somo further study
should be made as to the application of the
uvn depressing carniage to ahigher covaring!
parapet, A tracing to accompany the fore

going is herewith transmatted.

Respectfully submilted.
George W. CeLrey,
Col. of Eng's. and Brt. Maj. Gen'l.
Z.B. Tower,
L1, Col. of Eng’s. and Bvt. Maj.Gen’l.
11. G, Wricnr,

L.t. Col. of Eng’s. & Bvt. Maj. Gen'l,

Axosast the very ablest of Canadian Jour-
uis the Aeadian I.eoud.r, in dealing with
the general tendency of public opinion, es-
pecially as applied to the position this coun
try should liold in the economy of the British
Empire, stands conspicuously pre-eminent,

It is simply doing justice to the Editor to
say that thero is in all the arlicles bearing
on tlus great question a breadth and accu-
racy of statesmanlike practical views not ex-
celled by thoso of mfy other Journal in
British North America—it is evident the
woter knows the Canadian people thorough-
iy.

In the issuoe of the Araadian Recorder of
the 10th June isan article on the “Presiden-
ti 1 Election” which will be found below, and
to which wo direet tho atlention of our rea-
ders, because of the sound and able views of )
«ur present and sear future National policy
it containg, and because it shews the fallacy
of the idea that anneration would bea possi-
Lility, and the tendency of Cauadian Conser-
vitm {o build up o freec happy and God
fearing states.

“We suppose that i there is any public,
routuie event, more, than another, occurring
teyond the borders of this Dominion, in
which our ordinary readers could be expect
od to take & deep interest, itis that of a
Presidential Election in the United States.
A concurrence of accidents has thrown theso,
British North American Privinces into the,
mast ntimate relations with the United
States, Wo may search in vain through the
pages of history, from the earliest authentjc
records down to the present time, to find
-uch anothierinstance of two countries politi-
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cally forergn to each olher and yet so inti-
mately related. Speaking the samo lan-
guago and having an immensity of interests
in common, we,—both people—pass and re
pass acrosson three thousand miiles of co-
termimous boundary, just as freely and wilh
ns littlo of parade, or fussiness, as we would
pass from ono county to another in our own
little Province. Natives born in our own
country flock by thousands and tens of
Thousands, to the 'nited States {o mnke
that country their home. Native Yankees
notindeed in a corresponding proportion,
although every year increasing in number,
cross over, and settlo on our side of the
boundary line. ‘Thereis n sentimentalism,
ifnot even adeliberately cherished principle.
which guides theso emigrations. Therois a
good deal of bosh talked and written about
the feeling in favor of Annexation. Itwould
bo folly for us to undertake to make a go
litical map of North Americn as it will be,
five or six centuries hience; it regarding
Canada and the United States as they are in
ourideas of {o-day, we hesitale not to say
that neither of them'can ever annex the
other in thoe ordinary course of political
events. That is, except as topart. It is
propable enough that Maine, and possibly
Oregon and Alaska, wili become annexed to
Canada. e is but a poor observer in the
signs of the times, who can think he seesa
near prospect of any further or greater an-
nexation than that. Tho two countries
represent two entirely distinct principles—
two diverse classes of ideas; and, every
year, thisgs become mora observable, Can
ada represents the monarchial principle in
politics. Some people may, and some do
talk about all Amrerica becoming Republi-
can. Tho tendencies of a great part of it
are decidedly in the opposite direction.
Canada and Brazil represent on this conti-
nent, the monarchial principle in very full
vigor—more so than it is really to be found
in most countries of tho Old World. The
United States ropresents the very extreme
Democracy—what i indeed sometimes
scornfully called Mobocracy,

“'There is a certain other aspect of these
two countriecs—Canada and the United
States—according to our way of sceing
things, which we {cel some delicacy in men-
tioning ; becausec we know that many people
wil! indignactly deny that our view is cor-
rect. We believe, however, that Cunada,
along with its other conservatism, is going
1o be the stronghold of—putling it in its
broadest sense, apart from any seclarian
signification—the Christian  Church in
America. Some of our readers may think
that such events as wo have bad reason to
record from day to day, as occurnng among
our public men, do not favor such a conclu.
sion They do not, we admit, Lut a closer
view of tho signs of tho times, such as we
shall not undertako to depict to-day, will,
wo think, bear out what we say. In the
United States, in religion as in polittes,
there is o headlong tendency towards some
thing for which we have no word to express.
Wo maydescribo it as Mobocracy and In.
fidehty, and very imperfectly describo it by
so doing. Itisa tendency downwards— to
chaos, as wo understand chiaos to be; butat
may be, for aught wo know 1o tho contrary,
a chaos out of seething of which & millen

jitm will be evolved.

“1e have wandered, owing to tho very
suggestiveness of tho subject, from tho
Preaidential Election which we had in view
in commencing. Thoe resultof tho contest
to take place, in Yenkeeland, next Novem.
ber, is ono in which we caunol but feel some
inlerest. What agonies aro being endured
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now among tho millions of that country
relative to the settlement of that groeat
question; whether shall Mr, Grunt, tho
tanuer aud currior, or Mr. Greeley tho prac-
tical printer, be President of tho United
Ntates for tho next four years. Wo do not
mention tho vocations of these geatlemen
in any suecring humour; but only as an
cvidenco of tho wonderous progress of
demvocracy. lloreare twvo mechanics, mon
who have earned their bread by the sweat
of their brows, contending for what wo may
call the Ceesav-slup of a country as largoe,
as rich, and as powerful, as tho Koman Em.
piro s tho palmiest of its days. ‘There is,
of course, no earthly reason why they
sbould not be candidates for such a position
because they have honestly earned their
bread by their own labor : but what we have
misgivings about is whether, looking es-
pecially to such a Presidential contest as
this, representative institutions bave not
been carried to excess in tho United States.
People who have not been and studied a
Presidential Election in the United States,
have little idea what it is. From the At-
lantic to tho Pactfic, and from Canada to
Mexico, that country is, and for five months
to come will be, day and night, in city, ham
let, woods, and prairic, in such throes ns
could only be otherwise produced by a long
spun-out earthquake. Why does. not Sir
Chatles Dilke come out {o the United States
and do a Presidential Election? Let him
but travel about that great country from—
say now until November, and then write o
book. Letbim put ia it all that bas occured
{o him in tho course of his travels; and if
hie does the work honestly, we would predict
that he would astonish some of Lis English
chartist readers.

It is scarcely worth while to hazard a pre
diction as to who will be the next President
of the United States; cverybody wo sup-
pose, will predict for himeelf. We havoa
very strong conviction, however. Thero aro
only Grauu and Greeley in the field as yet.
Tho Democrats may bring out a Candidate,
but if they do, there is little chanco of his
being clected. It is just barely possible
what has never occurred before,nobody may
get the popular vote: and then it is difil
cult to say wbo would become President.
We bLelieve, however, that Gran! and cor-
ruption will carry the day. Mr. Horace
Greely is a man of too much ability to bo
President of the United States. 'That coun-
try bas poduced many great men, not a
few statesmen, m~ny tzlented politicians;
but nonool .. ever could get himsell
clected President. There nss never been
a President of respectable ability since
Jefferson’s time; and ho wasonly a clever
quack. Wa therefore thick there isa poor
vrospect for Grecley.”

- —————

It was reporied last week that the House
Commitleo on Naval Affairs had beforo it a
project for adding ten steamers to our naval
force, and wo beartily trust that thom. asure
will be adopted. Tnless o begin builiing,
we shall never have s Navy, and to wiit
until some wretched quarrel wakens our
Congressmen to tho necessity of providing
tho ways and means of war fare 1s disregurd-
ing the Scripture. which asks: * What king
going to mako war against another king,
sitteth not down firast and counsultetd who
ther ho bo ablo with ten thousand to meet
him that cometh against him with twenty
thousand ? Qr else, whilo tho otheris yet
a great way off, ko sendeth an embassage, and
desires_conditions of peace.” Wo hare
adopled thoe Iatter courso with refercncoto



