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become soaccustomod to follow the Rabbin. [ positions of varicus kinds which they
feal traditions, that they nccepted thent us  claimed us fegul, aud enfureed with the ut-

years, and his text wasfrom Luke xiii.; pews by annouating, on successive
Sunday evenings, auch texts as * Nine-
and-twenty kmives,’ @A tme todance,”
“Alas, master, for it was borrowed,”
and so oi.

Some ministeis +  *m to deal with
texts only in the method announced
once by old Rowland H:l m happy
irony, when he said, * Furst,we shall
go through the text; second, we
shall go round about the text; and third
we shall go away from the text alto.
gether.,” They take the third division at
once,“and go away from the textalto.
gether,” as we read of a dergyman,
who, taking the text, “Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might,” devoted the entire sermon to
an epitome of Sir Charles Bell's treat-
ise on the anatomical and physiologt.
cal propertizs of the human hand ; an-
other wrenched 2t text right away from
its context, taking Judges iv: 20, when
Sisera said to Jael, »Stand 1 the door
of the tent, and 1t shall be, when any
man doth come and inquire of thee,
and say, Is there any man here ? that
thou shalt say, No!" ‘T'he last four
words were Lis text, *“Thou shalt
say, No,” for a sermon on the im-
portance of decision of character.

We should require much space, even
if it were szemly for ug to attempt to
recite a tithe of the anecdotes of what
may be called the reprehensible use of
texts.  There are stories of the selec-
tion of texts which only show an entire
absence of every sentiment of rever-
ence and proper regard for the sanc-
tity of the divine Word. They remind
us of the reproof siven to that prelate
who, when asked by some  person,
“\Who preaciaed to-day ? 7 rephed, 1)
preached mpself.' < Ind you, in-|
deed?” said his icterrogator, ¢ ‘That |
is what Paul did not do; he preached
Christ crucified!”  When we hear of

16: % Ought not this woman, being
a dauvghter of Abraham, whom Satan
hath bound, lo, these cighteen years,
to be loosed from this bond on the
Sabbath day?” It was a marvellously
apt avd beantiful text.  And when the
great naturalist and sacred scientist,
the Rev. Professor Hitchcock—~a man
remarkable for his acquaintance with
geology, chemistry, botany aud zoo-
logy—died, the Rev. Dr. ‘Tyler took
for his text, in preaching his funeral
sermon, 1 Kings vi. 33:* And hed
spake of trees, from the cedar tree that
is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop
thatspringeth out of the wall : he spake
also of beasts, and of fowls, and of
creeping thinygs, and of fishes.”

Old Matthew Wilkes was every way
an oddity in the pulpit, and was fond
of taking texts of one word; he was,
in spite of his eccentricities, an emin.
ently useful man, and a very good
preacher.  \We remember a fair illus.
tration of his style in a text of this
sort from John: *“Afterwards.” He
bezan by deprecating the idea that he
had taken the text for the purpose of
showing the stperior abilities of the
preachier, remarking that ¢ vanity is
hateful in any piace, but most in the
pulpit; hateful in any person, but most
in the nunister; hateful in any age,
but most in the age of gray hairs. ”
Then followed a set of very natural
divisions. ¢ 1. Men are indisposed to
give up sin until they have felt the
power of judgment, as the Lord said,
<1 will yet Bring one more plague upon
Pharaoh, and afterieards he will let
you go.’ 1I. The power of remorse,
as in Lzau, ‘Afferwcards, when he
would have inheiited the blessing,
thers was found no place for repent.
ance.' 111, As furnishing the point of
view for earthly trouble: ‘No afilictions
are joyous, Lut grievons, but ajter-
wards they vield the peaceable fruits
of nghiteousites, ' 1V, Suggesting the

guide me with thy counsel, and after-
ward receive me to glory.' V. Sug. |
gesting wrrning  lor impenitence~ |
<After death the judgment!’” etc.

very brief cutline of what seems to ! for one of hisparishioncrs of an exceed.  ln such actions, tiis external aud presen.
have Leen aver, iapressive sermon, | ingly doalitful character, named Moses |

and the very practical turn of which,
saves it from the appearance of being
foundzd on a mere ceccentricity.  As
singular an appropriation of a text as
we ever remember to have met with
was made by an obscure minister ina
little scabtoard willage »n the south
coast, upon the occasion of its remote-
ness and isolation being invaded by a
ratlway and its attendant train.  Our
old friend umproved the occasion by
discoursing from Nahum :4: “Char.
iots shall rage in the streets, they shall
jostle one against the other in the
broad ways: they shall seem like
torches, they shall run like the light.
nings.”

Such illustrations as these do not
offend good taste, and sonfetimes a text
may bu so impressive as to be really,
mn i:s::l!"u sermon; it at once points
and fixes themeditation of the hearer;
and it has been very truly said by Dr,
Leonard Withington, “I suppose a
preacher may write a sermon on every
text in the Book of Proverbs, and not
forget the theme of Jesus Christ and
him crucified, only it should be the de-
termination of the preacher not to
cramp & noble maxim in a narrow
mind.,” Itis the coarse and narrow
mind which cither, on the one hand,
sclects a text sumply because ity per-
haps, has a grolesqueness, or, having
selected it, narrows it to a range of
little and inconscquential observa-
tions.

This is very different from the folly
and frippery of a preacher of whom we
have heard, and whose sermons we

God’s / ize 5 nnd submitted to them as bind.

ing, wiits muany «f them were zof only Lot
required by it, but were clearly opposed to |
its spirit.  Awonyg these were tho cere.
moniar washing of hands when coming ju
from tho markets, from businesz, from the
conrts of justice, and many other places
wiivre they had come i contact with Yhose
ey called “ginners; ™ and also certain
stipulated waghings of eaps, pots, brazen
vessols, tibles, &e; not so much for the
purpose of cleanliness, ns  for removing
certuin fancied moral pollutions,

Jesus, on several oceasions, pointedly
rebuked theso hypueritical customs falsely
callod Zoie 5 and exposed the basoness of
those who made it their business to teach
amd enforce them. Oa the present ocen-
sion Jle ignored the enstom of hnud-wush-
ing  altogether; and thus drew  upon

!

the ingenious handliay of ygrotesque j ontward, and losuyt sight ot the inward, of his own heart.
texts, we usually fecl that the preacher | cleansing
has thought more of his ingemnty than |
anticipations of Heavon—"Thou shalt | hismission. Hamnton Paul must have |

been such a man.
for his farewell sermon at Ayr, “All

wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and ]
A tkissed him ;7 and for a funeral sermon ; the inward cle msing that munifests iuself -

Marshall, « As for tlus Moses, we wot

| ot what has become of lum."'—Swuaday
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INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSON.

(Sperially prepaved  or the Carizican Heiper by Mrs.
J. ¢ Yale)

Sunday, April 17.

Tar Pnavisees Rerxoven.—Luko xi. 37-17.

Gowpry Text, Matt. xxiii, 8. —All, there-
fore, whatsoever tirey bid you observe.

that observe and do ; but do net ye after !

their works, for they suy, and do not.
Commit-—39-41,

INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION.

Between our last lesson and ¢ is, ‘we
lm\:c.sc\'cml mailers of grent interest—us
@ visit of Jesus as the house of Mary and
Martha; the model prayer e taughy Hix
disciples, and the sfecompanying instruc-
tions inregard to prayer : the Z:asting oubuf
a desfl and dumb dovil, and sundry teach-
ings which followed ; but the length of time
these oceupied, and whether we find them
related in tho exact oxder of their oceur-
rence or uot, it 1s not casy to decide.

LESSON NOTES,

(31 A certain Pharisee busought I 1o
diste soith i, and He went n, and sat
down Lo meal. ‘These oceasions were fre-
quently made use of by the Phansees for
cnm-:\pping Jesus in Mis couversation ; or
for watching lis actions and words, in
order to find something of which to zccuse
Him. Jesus, on tho other hand, nvailed
Rimself of them to tench them useful les-
sons; or to point out; their false doctrines,
sud uumask their hypoceritical pretences.

(88.) Al cwhen the Plarisce sazw if—that
is, that Jesusnegleeted tho customary ab-
lutions—re marvelled &+ ¢. Tho Jews had

He took for atext |

Himsell the ill.disguised contempt of flis
host, who wns only too uladl of uny|
occaston to find fualt with Huan,
{89.) It s not to be suppoied that cither ;
the Pirwrisee or Lis guests were at all ave. |
ful to conceal their sarprise and disploasure
at Josug' neglect, and thus they drew upon
themselves one of the maest seathing and

most ngor, while thar own lives wore
made  shamolessly  inconsistent—(Matt.
xxiiid),

(47.) Woc unto you (nll,—sce Matt <xiii.
20V, Ve built the scpulehres of the prophets,
and your fathers kitled thens.

This, too, was done in hypocritienl pre-
tonce, and uccompunied by the sanctimon-
ious cante~rf swe fad been in the duys of
our fathers, we swould not have been purtak-
ers sorth them in the blood of the prophets s
while ull the time they possessed tho sume
murderous spirit. 18 soon after appearod
in their trertment of Christ and the apos.
tles, and was, even thon, clenrly manifest-
cd in them—(sco Mistt, xxiii,81),

SUGOYSTAD THOUGHTS.

No man 4 50 mad ws the hypoerito.
His whole aim is to deceive men in regard
to his reanl chnracter, forgetting or ig-
noring tho fact that God knows him ag he

1 i, and will by and by expose him with all

his ging upon his head.

Tho bluckese of all hypocrites is hewho
hides Limsdf under the wagk of religion
~-und especinlly under that of o roligious
teacher, whilo serving Satan and mislead-

terrible of rebukes. slnd the Lord saiel | ing souls,

wnte fiime —auswered (o his probably un.
spoken thouglit—rnviv o ye Pherisees make
slean the outside of the cup and platter .
As if he had said—you attach great reli-
gious or ceremonil importance to outwand !
observance, but do not look within--into
Your own hearts—to sce the corruption
thut reigus there i—vomr inward part is |
Jull of ravening (vapacity, violence) amf)
sosckedness. Though  clowised under the
oupwitrd guise of suuctity and virtue, tho
Lord saw their hearts full of sclﬁshncssl
and base hypoerisy.

(10.) FFools, (senseiess, unreusoning ones,)
il not 1le that made that sohict 5s coithout l
—that which 15 apparent to the cye of )
muan—male that whech Is cwrthen also 2— |
And thoughs the latter is huden from man, |
are not both naked and vpen to His eve? |
and  will wot He demand clesnuess of
heart, without which all your oubward
ceremonies arc ouly a vain and empty |
show? .

(A1) Bt rather (than atterding to the |

!

8) Leoe aim—that s, show kind- ;
ness, pity w0 the puor, wd such other
hicaveuly araces as ftow froar inward par-
Citye Of such things as ye have of vous vien, |
no3 of what you haveextorted from others
: by rapacity and injustice. A bedrold fl
things are clean rnto yon—that is, having

tious show of yulward cluaasing will lose .
its importunce. l

W2, Woe unto you, Pharisces” for ye

"to

I What did the Pharisee marvel at 1

Hypocrisy defeats its own onds, which

arc honor, intluence, aud reward; for soon-

‘msud to loathing and contempt. Hven
1ypocerites detest n hypocrite.

Tho life of the hypocrite is a gigantic lio
wards men, and a prolonged insult and
defianco of God. Of all such the Sav-
iour's utterance is, woe, wwoc—only wwoe ?

QUESTION SUMMARY.
{For the children.)

(37.) T'o whose honse was.lesus invited ?
Was
this washing of hands just for cleanliness ?
No; it was a custom they followed, under
pretence of baving  bhecome unclean
through touching or speakivg to some one
not as 2oad as themselves. Why dnl Jesus
not wash P Beeause it was not God's law,
and was not necessary. 389.) What did
Jesus say to the Pharisce? What did He
mean?  That hio was making o great ado
about entroard things, forgetting the filth
40} Why @il e call
the Pharisee foor 2 Because he foraotthat
God made Lim to be clean with' ., first of
allywad if ke was nob clern in his hourd,
his outward cleansing woull do him no
csaod. (B What did He tell thom aff (o
o? What Jdid e mean? ‘That they
were Lo show by kind and loving deeds that
they had clean hear s, (420 Why did He
pronoue: o ave apon them 2 Was that
bec wse they gave tivhes (tenehis) of those
little things 2 No: but bec.use they passed
over Glid not practise) something onch

tithe (pay tithes of) mint and rue, amd al , More important—What was that! What
manner of herbs —keep up the appeavince f]}‘] He mexn by trese?—\What by the otier!
of great saucisy ia Little, and compurative- | Then owht they to have done both
ly unimportaut things ~and pass over— @ hich was —most jmportant?  (43.)
(usterly  neglect)—judgment-~just  and  What fae things is the swee for in this
j upright dealing with wien) amd the love o Yerse?  What was the harm iutho first 20—
Gad. Paying tithas was all right initsclf, | in_tho second?  Sce nol. (44) What
hut coukl pot raehe ap for the lack of  AidJesustell them they werelike 2 Whag
‘holiness of hews aud fife.  Zhese—~judy- ' didHemenn?  See note. (13.) Whatdid
went and the love of God - onght ye o the lnwrer sav? Did he thivk Jesus
!z denc—they were of the fivst fraport. | meant him 2 (46.) Did Jesus mean him,
| ncC—and not fo fuvie lft the other undone, | 1001 What did e sny to the lawyer?
L The former—mying tishes and other legal | What @id Hemenn?  Seenote.  Did they
abservanices —skoald bo ouly the visible i themselves Ao the* thiags they mado the

oxpression of the inwand pri.ciple of holi- l
ness. i

“13.) Woe wuute you, Pharisces! for ye |
love the uppermost seats (seats of lionor) 1 |
she synagogucs, and greelisgs isuch us aro |
offered 10 superiors only) sn the markets. |
The pride and self-complicency of tho
Pharisees are vividiy exposed in the story |
of the Pharisce and Pablican—-ch. xviis, 10
.12

(44.) oe sento yon, Seribes (the copyists
aud expounders of the law, and Jenrned
men of the naton, otherwise called doc-
tors of tho law and lawyers) and Pharisees.
Zypocrites, (protenders,—a nane for both--)
_/gr ye are as gravesthal appear not, &c.
The lnw mnde one that touched a grave |
ceremonially unclean—(Num. xix:16j.  So
all ¢hat cane in contacs with these men
might account themsclves poliated.  See
also Matt. xxiii: 27. i

(15.) One of the lasoyers said, S, Be- |
ing ono of thie same learned and influcn-
tial class, this man could not but feel
himsclf included i this censure, 18 imndeed
ho was.

46.) MWoe unto you, lawygyers! Why®
Becepuse ye lade men senth burdens gricvous
20 be borne, & c.  ‘These were tasks and im-

or or later the mask falls off, and heis ex-

Pa statue of Iaith,

prople do ! Ought they to? Yes, if they
weve right, I not, they shonld not have
made ti ¢ people do them. What terrible
vame did Jesus eall them alll What ig a
bypocerite ! Is a hypocrite, then, one of
the wickedest of linxs?  What, then, will
hecome of hiw, if he does not repent ?
(Rer. xxi8.)

—A lady who had been spending the
summer at Lake Chautauqua says that
on one of the steamers that passed Fair
Point at the time when the great Sab.
batluschool convention was in progress,
were three women, rather gaudily dress-
ed. and wearing diamonds enough 10 in-
dicate that they had plenty of money.
Their conversation was caaried on in a
Joud voice, and attracted considerable
attention.  In front of Fair Point stands
“See that piece of
statoowary,” said number one. [ won-
der who it 5. It must be Jupiter.”
“ No,” said number two, * it looks wore
like Venus.” “Well” said number
three, ¢ anyway it’s one of those people
in the Bible."—Zrgy Limes.



