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Gatn s Text.—* And whatsoever ye do, do it

heartily as to the Lord and no? unto men.” (ol m.

23.
HOMK STLHIES,
M. Col. i té-25. . Practical Religion.
U, Lph. v. 19.33.  Paratlel passage.
W. Eph 9. t-to . Paiallel passage.
Th, P'nL i, 1-11. .. Exhortation to Humality,
¥, Caliv. 19 Exhortation to walk wisely
St Uor, vii, t-10,. Holy Marriage,
N Deut. xl12-22..  Exhortation to ebedicnce,

HELYS 10 STUDY.
The epistie which contatns our lessan was sent by Faul

RURRYRIR B
dutics reuitesd in the Gfth commandment.
“tent, hihe the othiers, s very oad, 1t is only the woarst
Tway of breakang st that o mentioned.  The boy who isadise
obedicnt o cdhiste pectfal to ties father ae wother, an
I\cmm who is cude or waeivil 10 a chence fellow.teaveller,

. ath heeak the tifth commandmens, b the former breaks it

Cin the worst way, and between the twu these aze many ways

of tireaking a, the clief of which are ndicated in the pas-
sage before wse 16 ot a mese servste obedience that s {tcw
tinenleated, neither is our behaviour 1owatds others Joft o be
yregutaied by thar behaviour towarts wne o auto athers
as they ao wto you s not the polden e though it may
somit somen bat hhe . Qbedicnce to € xl, ativng iom
Jove to Him, s« the Chadstian’s spany of action, In all the
telations of life he treate those with whom he comes i eon-
y taes with that respect and coustesy due to them, ot because
,they are worthy of i, b because Gand command. i, Hence
farses that stability, stiat steadfastness, that tustwortluiess
atways to be found arsoeiated with 13ue religion.  Rev. i)
Q. .\zcam, n * Sermans by the Manday Club,™ xaps
o4 Relyrion 1s abuve all lﬁi»gx stemly practicaf. The lov.
iy deeaple canntat chicat in bustpess, cannot bear false wit.

tn shtact swe have hese an expasition of the prace may nat have dectined, but only his light have
Thic command.

become greater.
1t a Christian does not increase in one grace, he

tthe may i anothes; o not in knowledge, he may in hu-

miity. I a tree does not grow so much in the
hranches, it way in the root ; and to grow dossnwards
in the root is a good growth,

A Chnstian may grow less in affection when he
grows more in judgment.  As the musician, when he
is uld, though his fingers are stiff, plays an the instru.
ment with more art and judgment than in his youth,
so a Chrispasn may not have so much affection 10 duty
as at the time of lus conversion; but he is more solid
m reiypion, and more settled in his judgment than he
was before.

A Christiat may think he does not ircrease in grace
because hie does not increase in gifts; whereas, there

“may be o decay of saturatl powers, the memory and

from Rome, and aciiressed 10 the believersat Colosse, a city | pess, cannot injusc his felow-men. A false weight isan abomi. | other faculties, when there is not a decay of grace.
;af !‘h?'gil n ‘thc lc;:ntln‘d ‘p:m nf‘ :‘\si:\ub!ix:n,r, with msuu’c- i;\:}(ion \(}x{{> !hc(}.«;ni l: hhcnc‘c; no (‘!;;im;xnlducgp}c will gm; Powers may be impaired when grace is improved.
jons that 1t shaaid atso be sead by the hnstans an the {false woght,  Gaod ablhiors the sl ephah or measure, a el el o2 P i,
neighbouring any of Laadicea {chugn iv. 16.) It rebukes [no diaple will gve small mieasure.  The divine power A (,hnst‘:.m may IDCrease i grace, yet not bzsens‘l
micse formal worship and e following of buman devices, ; whiclt regenerates the eart and ihanges the attretions from + ble ofat. T “'c seed muy grow in the earth when we
sets forth the high ongin and pure serviee of the tree ¢ et ,thc warlil unto God must declase 2 presence in the catward | do not preceive it to spring up, and grace may grow
b L ates ol the e pareune et comas | meck <o et ot The eally mcreitl canmot b ¢ SFLRE €ur spiruual gloom, and not be perceived.
nifest stself m the anms pursiats amd general conduct @ meek cannot appu b o credful canne R . o .
of the irdtvidaal, and indicating thas those who are **risen | cruel.  Thus does every attribuse of the soul manifest itecll Chastians, therefore, should not ield to c}csp on
with Chnst " wall “seek those tings which ane above,” be ' m the outward conduct.  Chist as both the authos and the  dency because they are not conscious of making ad-
guided by motives and prinaples vot of eastidy but of heas ! timsher of ow futh. Do not wiite the name of celygon vance in the divine Jife.  The sun is reaching his
N . . . . N . . . . . .
vealy osign, these smotives and pinaiples producing frait m i upon the boses an! ‘\\mp{\crs of your yods 1 the quantity menidian, even when clouds intercept his beams, and
their behaviour in it the relations of hfe,  The chief topics * and quality well declaie the fact. Never change your tone | X ¢ a faithful God. that th h of
of the lesson ase (33 Christran Servns, {2) Home Relicion, ; while speaking of your hupe, but Iet eelyon pessade aif , 1t 15 the assurance of a faithful God, that the path o

(3) H things to amd of Christ.
1 CnRISLAN Service. - Vers, 16, 17, All seligious
service must be anthorized by Scripture and in accord-
ance with its teachings. Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly: not only the wwds of Chist, those
words which e Himself uttered whea on canh, but the
Word of Christ—the sacred Scriptures as a whole, The
mind of the tme Chustiag is thoroughly imbved with the doe-
trines and principles of the Bitle ; by these his character i
maoulded and his conduct actuated 3 and it is 1o the Bible that
ke ultimately resarts fus the decision of all questions of
teaching, of moral cuaduct, or of ritual,  In all wisdom
teaching and admonishing one another: “This - ght
departure from the punctuation of the Enpfish versian is re-
parded by competent UGiscek scholars as admissible, and
seems 10 bring ont the meaning mose clearly,  Those who
themselves know the truth as et is in Jesue will be aaxious
that others should be brought to a kaowledge of . The
older and more expericnced are expectad 1o tesch those
who, from youth or fsom any other cause, are beneath them
in attainments.  This passage 15 suficient authonty for the
organization and supgort of Sablath schools.
also admonish one another.  They are not eapected 10 go
abaat as fauli-firders but they ase expected to be faittful in
reproving and bnnpng back therwr ernng fetlow-( hnntians.
A large amount both of teaching and adawaishing is dune by
means of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.

1t is very necessary thea that these, if not always inspired,
should be at Jeast in strict accordance with the teachings of
Scripture.  Regarding the three different classes of coangosts
sions referred to here Professse Hall in the “ Sunday >chool
Times " says: ** The ‘psalins’ can hardly be anytung
else thaa the psains of the Owd Testament ; chictly, of
course, those of the Baek of Psalms, and secondanty the
poems of the other books. <The * hymns® wese composi-
tions of a different sort 3 and, for all that appears to the cons
trary, weie wrinsptced campasitions of a sulcmn sort, writtea
1o be sung; wiile the “spratual songs’ embraced a wader
class of lays.

The Chliistian hymn intsoduced into the epistle to the
Ephesians {chap. 31 14}, * Awale thou that steepest,’ ete.,
ts miodelled after vac of the metres used by the Greek poct
Anacreon . . This tmin of thougha os the wore praper,
when we consider that Colesse, the bume of the Colossians,’
was in Thrygia, where hacchanal tevels, acchic worshap,
haeckic frenzy, and bacchue ssging abounded.  “Lhe names
‘hymns’ and ‘songs’ as they appear in the Greek Vesta-
meat, are the very pames used by the Greeks to designate
such Imcchue songs.  And ar all Testivals and tevels amony
the Grecks, and among thawe who touk their language and
customs, such singiny was a regnlar—and irrcpular 100, for
ihat matter—pant of the entertainment.

tice of ridvalism, and worship of sprits, and here he points
out 2 better substitute for some of their Phrygian revels and

mysteries, which substitute should be adopted by those whe {

are risen from their death m sias with the nsen ““hnot.  In
the test of the Jesson e shows how the followmg of Chast
is not a following of mystic practices, which indeed have a
show of wislom, bnt a following out of the practice of the
general law of love in the ardinary celations n? life,™

il Homg ReLicion. —vers. 1822,

In this section of the lesson we hind Chnstian pramcigile e
duced to practice.  We are taught that religion is not only

something for the church but alse for the home ; not anly | Sign a man is recovering and getting siren;th when he

something for the Sabbath day but alse for all the week

your words and thoughts,  © Christ is aff and in Al ;" heace f the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and

Christians

. . ¢ ' n Paul has been ex- .
herting the Colussians against inordinate fanh in aud prac- |

t the hey-note of the text, * Whatsoeser ye du i word ory
i deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jewun.' )
 BBut not only is religion practical, it is cminently posifive |
tn its nature,  We are not merely to pws uff angee, weaath, |
malice, cvil speaking, and the Jike {v. 8); bt we must pus
o« theic opposites,—murcy, kindness, meehness, long.suffer- 1
3, forgiveness, fove (v 32, 19).  Religion is not summed |
, up in the evil things we refrain from domyg, bat jo what we |
{ accomplish of }ms\tivc goodness,  Sinlesaess s unly the
aegative sule uf 2 ?ﬂ’&‘(‘t chatecter,  The great distinctave !
tcheaactedistic of Clisist was holiness ; he was sinless because
" Y4 weas holy, and not holy because He was sinless.  Hobiness
t means far more than sinlessness. .
© **Itis nat enough that we do nothing wrong. Thisabsence
i of wrong-doing must He based upon the certainty of our |
! doiag right, 1t is nol enough to refmin fram anger, ta speak .
no evil, 10 exercist no malice ; we must show musey, hind- !
ness, dove, and their counteeparts. 1t is not enough that we !
" defaud not, that we envy not, that we kil not or steal not 5
it is not enough lo *abhur that which s evil,’ we must;
* vleave to that which is good’  There is a vast difterence
between being goodist and gond,  The yeung man of the gos.
pel cauhl teuthfatly answes the Master by saying, ‘Al these {
have kept from my yeuth up 3 but the instant Chirist made
Lnown the test of doing something posittve, e went awnay
grieved,  "Po become faultless in the sight of men is not ne-
cessary ta became faitkful in Gost's sight.”

HIL. Xtb p02aNus 10 ANI OF UHRi<1 -vers. 23-28.

The false professor engages i whygions duties W please
men, to gain appasse, of to help his own worlidly pousition,
cand should he be disappomnted in the attainment of these

obijects the duties are practised no longer,  The Chastiag
*works for nonc of these thngs § be worls for Lhnsts he
watks heartily, carnestly, wdbingly, cheesfully: and us |
work will go on steadily in spite of trial and discouragemeny. |
lnxicad of thankfidness ke may meet with ingratitade 3 -
stead of being praised he may be blamed ; instead of Jus
i worldly position being lmpraved it may be tsguted —no mat-
tor, the work il goes on { he knows that he shall receive .
the reward of the inheritance ; he is like the heir of a°
. great estate, who dunng b munonty, works, nethes o
thanks nor wages, but for the benetit of the estate i which
he as s deopdy intetestest,  But he that doeth wrong shall
secerwve for she wrong that he hath done; and there
'is no respect of persons.  Justification is by faith and et
by warks ¢ but works show the presence or absence of futh
—peesisience in wrong-datng shuws Qiat Biete 15 no fath, no
Jsnseation, no inheniance -and the tumally unpenitent have
therefere sathing 1o Jaak for but what they have carned,
“ihe wages of sin.”  The bebever, on the othes hand, re- |
ccives the gift of the inheritance and the resard of well-doing
; biesides.

UL NOT DISCOURACED.

: t
H

'

Many Christtans are depressed and disquicted be-
cause they are not, as they fear, growing in grace.
The following considerations should give them comfort:
To see and Jament cur decreass in grace indicates
{ not only the life of grace, but its growth, Asit is a

!feels his weakness, so it is a step forward in grace to

ware unto the perfect day.—Pliladelthia Presbyter-
an ‘Jornal,
HINIS TO PASTORS.

in the London “ Freeman” a pastor gives ten sug-
gestians of great value to his associates, He says:

). If you are the pastor of a church, don't give an
“intimation of yaur intention to resign” unless you
have some fixed ideas about leaving.

2. Don’t resign unless you are quite sure it is your
duty 10 leave.

3. If Providence directed you where you are, don't
hastily conclude it is your duty to “seek another
sphere” when He has not as yet upened the way.

4. Don't attach toe much importance 1o the promise
of your brother ministers to “lack aut for you,” to
“think of vou if they should hear of a snitable open-
ing.” Remember that the “chief butler forgot Joseph.”

5. Dont imagine that by leaving your present charge
you will get clear of difficulties, or that another posi-
ton will be free fram them.

6. i 2 vacant church invite you to preach, dan't
Bastily condlude they mean “the pastorate,” and hint
to your friends that you will “probably be leaving
shortly.”

7. In accepting an invitation to preach for a Sab.
bath, don’t volunteer to lecture or conduct week-night
services. Do what you are asked, and, having done
sa, leave,

8. Don’t conclude because some of the menhers or
deacons infarm you that “you are the most acceptable
supply they have had, and are sure to receive a call,”
that such will really be the case.

y. Disconrage by ali means “cumpetitive preach-
ing.”  If invited to preach “with a view to the pas-
orate,” and you lear® that no decision has yet been
come to with reference to the brother who preceded
you wah a simitar invitation, kindly but firndy refuse
to be put into competition with your brother, or to
preach until the question respecting his candidature
be sestled.

10, If a1 present engaged in some calling, and serv-

"

Ving church, by no means be persuaded te “give up

your calling to devote yourself wholly to the ministry.?
Many have done so, and have found time and reasons
for repentance.  Jt is oftea a delusian and a snare.
Scorve Gad fathfully and preach the gospel, but don’t
be ambitious 10 become “dependent on the churches,”
fest you some day be somewhat forcibly reminded that
such is the case.

votonly something that affects the relations of a person 0
his spiritual adviser, be he priest or minister, but also
something that affects and ought te segulate the tela-
tions betwoen husband and wiie, parent and child, master

see our tmperfections. The more the Spirit shines in
the heart, the more evil 1t discovers. A Chnstan
thinks it worse with him than it was; whereas, his

™

AN lustration of the daring of the Ru  “an Nihilists, is
the fact that 2 hundied were asrested una 1 Suaday on
the estate of the Czar's Brother, the Gsan  Juke Constans
unce.




