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TlyE WESTERN ASSURA2WCE COMPANY.

Iii last year's comnients on the business of tie West-
ern for i894, %ve spokze of the interest wve always "cîlt in
reading its animal report. 'f hs year that interest \vas5
soniewhat increased '-y soîîîe aîîxiety hanving becît Colt
as to the resîtit of tue yeir's operatioîîs. As te leaci-
ing Canadian face- iitîsuratce conîpany. wiîli an hionor-
able record for skilful uîîderwriting; eliterprise iii
seeking nlew fields; contbiiued wvith i liberai and prompt
settientent of claints, exteîîding uvo:: 45 years, the
Western lias a speciai iiiierest for ail w to takze pride i111

tlie instituitiois of tiisDoiioniii. Tlie diI'asters of last
year by the Toronlto iîîcendiary fires, andî tiîows whicli
catue thick aîîd fast upon marine undcrwriters, froin te
storins s0 prevalent, were 5 j well knio'-n that the ui-
satisfactory features ii te Report .)f î8t),5 were anitici
pated. Vie agree wvitl President Cox, « ..it tiiere is
more niatter for congratulation iîî coiiiing tlhrougx ý:ich
a disastrous year as i895z. - etimit any serions effects,
titan in a year during wii business lias goule on with-
ont any anxiety. The Western in the early claIý of
1895 stood to hiave a very lîeavy loss o11 the net restilt
of its year's businîess, it caine ont with a balance of
incoine over expenditu-e, therefore, as the Presideuît
said, congratulations are iii order. Tite stateinu.Ât
read at the aniual mîeeting shows tic total in-
coule to liave been $2,407,Sq1. conupared to $2,193,-
873, tue anlOunIt ini 189 4 - '1 his gives an increase
int incoîne Of $214,OI8, wvhich is especially satis-
factory, as in 1894 the i-coîne decr-cnse' $J31,954.
In 1894, however, te losses w,ýre soa noderate w; to,
colunterbalance tItis decline i'1 revcue, i î8 q., the
reverse wvas experieu.ced, as uite incoine increase.1, but
the excessive losses offset titis advauîtage. The total
losses were $r,566,264, wvlich is equal to 67. 15 Per Cent.
of the preiniints ; if tc, titis wve add te aînou%.t paid for
exPelises, $765,09!, we ]lave a total outlay Of $2,33 1,-
355. As theit the total inconie WvaS $2,407,891, tite
balance left mtfter payîîtent *pf expe'îses wvas $76,,536.
The total assvts are given as $2,321,195, -iid liabilities
$1,248,241, the balance Of $1,07 2,952 representing tîte
Reserve Fund, to this titere is added 'i,ooo,ooo for cash
capital, and $r,ooo,ooo sub:icribed c. piLaI, the tlire
itemns aggregatiîtg $3,072,o52 as thte secnirity available
to poiicyliolders.

In lus admirable addres!s, the Presideîtt niade soite
very pertintent aitd tiniely reîîîarký on miunicipal fir-
insurance as depreciatory of muniucipal bonds ; also
ot te vital imtportance of conductiitg fire iuisuramice
over a ivideiy diversitled area iii order to avoid tue dan-
gers of local confl;>-: at.ions. We are pleasecitoiinote
that the acquisition c. the Unîited Fire Insurance Coin-
pany of MancheEter lias been attended with profit in
working ont the coittract, and is adding valuable con-
nections to te Westerni. VThe marine business wvas
reported as disastrous be>-ond precedetît, the property
lost oit the wvater beinig double tîtat in aity previons
year. VThe Comîpanîy proposes to give up titis bratîci
unless resuits iniprove. 'lie businîess of 1896 s0 far is
satisfactory, heing in volumte larger, witli losses
îîîoderate. \Ve trust this presages a year to uiake

aîîiettds for 1395. If the Conipauiy î..peats its gratifying
record Of 1895 int te St-Ites, and lias -e lequally
good in Caniada, the troubles of last year will be q 'iick-
iy forgotten, and te sliglit denît cltade it its arinor
wvill ho -"traîghteîîed out. Vice Prcsidc.t Kcîn'iy lias
a v'er3 strotig Board of Direr tors as colleagues, ami1

witlî lîk popularity aîîd skill, crnbinced witli the pres-
tige of the Westernî, we trust the Comiprnîy lias pros-
perous ycars iii store.

COMPARATIVE RANK 0F FIRE INSURANCE
COMPANIES IN 1890 AND 1895.

'lite following table gives the relative positions occu-
pied iii Y89o aîtd 1895 by the foreigii fire inisuranct coui-
paiies operating i Canada, with a few exceptions,
whlîi are not iîîcluded iii the data we liave utilized.
The îîuinher oil coinîanies mnarshiaiîed, as it were, isxto
ranks to show their relative bzanding iii regard to Assets,
Suirplusý, Preinlins, ILosses r-aid and Risks l force, is
72, as given by 7ie Standez,i!, whlîi lias inade this
rettiri a speciai aniual feature for sotue years past. It
itst be uniderstood iii reference to the table wvhich
follows, that the conupanlies are ailotted the nuinerical
tanik they each occupy iii a group Of 72, and that th
lower the iitiniber the higlier is tce rank. IL is renxî'.rk-
able to note the steadiness with whicli s0 mnany of the
conmpanies liave nîaintained their relat*ve rank silice
i8Sp. As it wvouid t~e inividious to point out somte of
te coiltparisons which couid be drawn frout th:e statis-

tics, wve sulimit theni as an intcresting ex" ibit.

CO.%I'ARArIVE RANK l'OR iFIVE YEARS OF* IRF. COMI'ANI., Oi'ER

ATING IN CANADA WITI[ OVFR $1,000,000 ASSmn11.

N.B.-flzc naies are given alphabetically and selecied ont of
-2 conipanies.

~ 'I~ 1l're.;~c ICisks Ira

iEn a.... ... 1 1 1 1 U7' 891 10 10
Coninirciai Union .. i6 19 31 32 8J 1' 7 13 9 14
Conniecticut .... ........ 25 2218 î8 231 30~ 2 2 30 24~ 83
Hartford ................ 5 4 4~ 4, Si 6 S~ s4
Iulp>.rial .... ........... 42 4S 53 21 33, 39 33 3~ 34 39
lus. Co. of N. Anrica 3 3 6; 6 5 l 8 76
Lancashire ............. 32 35 (,1 . 2 T 6 19 24 3
Liv. & lýond. .-- Globe 4 6 71 7: 1; 3,, J! 2 3
L.oudon Assurance. 38: 33 37~ 291 36. 3'1 3S 48 2S3
Lonîdon &- Lancashre 27~ 26183, 17 '231t 231 18 13
NOrth ltritislh & MNerc'le* 15 17 58 38 172 16112b~

Nortlîern ........... 52 457 50 35 36' 31
Norwicti Union .......... 39, 411, 51 54, 24 . -27! 27 26 32 27
Phoenix, London ........ 31 27, 62 -31 6 .18 20 IS 17 19
Quent................I 26 7 2il2'l 9122 21
Royal.... .. ............... 7; ICI13;4 4 4 3, I
Scoltislî Union -' Nat'l..I 34 2; 23 17- - 26. 6 0o 32 56 25
Sui], En ghînd .... ....... 29~ 3311 4b 46t 22ý 2ý 22~ 25 231 1

Lacked fire aiarm boxes are condennxied by the
News York Joitrnal (! Comme;rce as an I'obsolete sys-
.cinî-" As even a fewv seconds eriabie fire to Inake
licadwvay, the dispatch of fire alarius shouid bc as swilt
as possible, te drawback to opeit boxes would disap.
pear if those wlio gave false alarnîs were as severely
pnniishcd as they deserve.
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