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R The Progress of Genius.

TN

?»e 3 ORSCURE AND LOW SITUATIONS, TO p211-
;:t‘:. NENCE AND CELEBRIIY.

EWenius is that gift of God which learning cannot
| Honfer, which no disadeantages of birth or educa-
fi¥an can wholly obscure.’

fAMUEL Ricnancsox.—The ingenious inventor
pecular specics of moral romance, and styled by
sJohnson, ** an author from shom the age has re-
ed great favours, who has enlarged the knowledge
- "~uman natwe and taugh! the passions 1o more at
oy command of virtue,”” was bred u printer, and
- " ked for somo years asa cotnpositor aid corrector
a0 press.  Besides his threo great works of Pamcla
“isa Harlowe, end Sir Charles Grandison, all of
<h have a fine moral tendency, Mr Richardson pub-

" -d sevoral other things, which met with public ap-
.. ation, and carned on a corrospondence with many
<" oo of distingmshed etnnonce.

.;’:: s >

+EORGE Rouwev, was onginally bred to his fath-
x> busingss of a cabinet maker; hut hus natuyal genws
S~ discovezed atself, and ho bocame gsuch an cmment
% —-ter,that Sir Joshua Roynolds confeesed b tus rival,
% - young in reputation; and Mr. Hayley mado hin
subject of his publication, entuled:” A poctical

..M 1o an cminent psinter.”
Eiat
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 “Proressonr Dy vaL—M. du Val Professor of His-
> 7 and Guography in tho academy of L .acvillo, was
*.. son ofa peasant in Burgundy;and while a child, was
- loyod a8 a shopherd at a “wilage neer Nancy, n
" smine.  His thirst after knowledge appeared 1 his
childhood and having no othor means of gratifying
- " made a oolloction of suakos, toads, & othor animals
~inhwreach; and cmusod himsell with examining
", asking evory ons he mot with, questions respect-
heir structure, from which bowever he met with
little satisfaction,
" e once happened to seo in the hands of another
-try boy, Asop’s Fables, with cuts, which made him
more desnousof noquinng leaming. o could not
.» and the other boy, who was capable of gratifying
-uniosity, was seldom m & homour to assist Yhan
his dilemma ho saved whatever monies he could gat
gave it to the older boys, for toaching lim to read.
ng attained hus end, he bappeacd to moct with an
-anack in which the twelve signs of the zodiac woro
acnted. These he looked for so constantly, and
2 sach attention in the hoavens, that at last he im.
ed that hie actually tracted such figures there ; and

Pictoy, N. S. Wednesday Morug, October 19, 1831
OO X A D TR DTH o > CA D THRD KA CAAK DT D TS AT OO

though hie was mistaken i thie, aud screral other par-r
niculare, setman, of lns obaeryvstions were such as fow!
porsonz even of far moro matwe age and learing, are;
found capahilo of.

Fawssmg a praterhop at Nancy, be observed in tho
wimndow, a nap of the world, which opencd a new
tiold for spoculation. s purchiased u, wd dovoted)|
many hows every day :n nts perusal.

Hisimdchnation for renzetuent nduced bum to vist
somo hermna who had thor cells in 3 wond, undertake- .
mg to watt os them, and tond six o eight cows wiieh |
thev kept.  Tlhese herunts wore groasly jgnotaut, but
Du Val had an oppurtunity of readimg eciveral bools he
found in tireir coils, and all the meaoy he could sciape
together vay now laid vut w byoks and maps :

In t'us course of Lfe, PDu Val continaed untl he at-
tained s oug aud twontioth yoar, when m the autumn
ol 1717, he'was discovered by Baron Pratschner watch-
g bis charge wthe wood, nnd srting under a treo
[weth s maps ard books about hum.  This nobleman
wae then vavernor to the young Prince of Lorramo,
who happened to huat that way. The Bsron thought
a herdsaun with sun-burnt face, and tank hair, dress-
ed ma coarse lmen frouk, and with a berp of maps and |
boohsabout him, so extraordinary a tght, that he - |
tormed the Prince of 5t who mnmediately rodae towards
the place, and put several questions to Du Val about |
his way of lising, and the progress hie hud wade n:
lecarnig. DuVal showed by bis nnsacrs, that ke wae
alrcady master of the grounds of sevesal saences. Tl
Prince oflered 1o tahe hum into lus scrvice, and told,
lum that be should go to court, but Du Val havmy
tead that the air of the court was wfertious to vartuo,*
frankly answered, * that he choose 1ather to look afier|
his herd, and continue to lead o quiet ifo 1 the wood,”
with which ho was thoroughly satifed, thon to wau|
on the Prince.” But, hie added, * that if lus tHighness'
would give lum an opportunity of reading curious books
and of making hitmselfl master of irorc learming and!
tnowledgo, he was ready to follow lim or any hody
lelse.’ Tho Pance was wuch pleased with his ans.
wers, and prevarled on tho Duke, fus father, to send
twm to the Jesait's College at Pout-a-Mausson.  When
he had fin:shed lusstudies there, the Duke pernutted
lum to takc a journey into France for lus farther im.
provement; and soon afer lus roturn, gave lum a pro-
fessorship 10 the Academy of Lunenvilie, with a pon-
ston of 700 Lires per annum, and also made hum Ins
own Yhrarian, with a valary of 1000 more.

HISTORY.
—_olce—
SOCIAL CONDITION OF AFRICA.

Ta regard 10 the social aspect of this contt-
nent, the ununproved condition w winch it ap-
pears ey bo regarded as that perhaps in wineh
vinlence and wrong huve the widest fields, and
cause'the most dreadful calamitics to the hu-
man race. ‘The orygnal simphicity, founded on
the absence of all objects calculated o excute
turbulent desires and passions has disappeared,
while its_place1s not yet supphnd by the res-
tramnts of law and the refinements of civilized
society. War, the favourite pursuir, is there.
fore carried on with the most unrelenting fury;
and robbery on 2 great and national scale, s
generally prevalent.  Brithant ond costly arti-
cles alrcady exist; but these are distribuied
with an inequality which the needy warrior seeks
by his sword to redress. Africap robbery is
porpetrated by concealed or proseribed ruffiats,
who shrink from the eye of man, and aro the
outcasts of social life. 1t is not even confined
to the poor tribes of e desert who sce cara-
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vans laden with unmense  wealth pass along
their borders.  Primees, Kinge, and the most
distinguished warniors, consider it g glory ta
place themselves at the head of an expedition
undertakien solely for the purpnses of plunder

Sluvery seems also to belong  to the barbarian
state.  Mun hag emerged from the limited v ants
of savage life, and sees i the productions of art,
what he eagerty covets, without haviug acquir-
cd those hubits of steady industry by winch he
nnght carn them lor lumself.  His remedy 15 10
compel those whom {us superior strength, or

‘any other udvantage, enables himto bring ua-

duer subjection, to labour in supplying his wants.
Otien the blind and spontancous veneration of
thoae tribes for their chiefs causes them to sk
into voluntary slavery; many again are made
plive w war; end geneially o great part of the
population of esery barbarious society 18 placed
I a state o' bondage. From the two evils a-
bove descnibed arises a third stitl darker,—the
stealing of human beings n order to make them
slaves. ‘Thus is perputrated widely thro® Africa,
and attended with every circumstance of crime
and horror. It 1s an cnormity also m which the
Jreatext sovoreigns do not scruple (o participate.
‘Their troops surround a town o the dead of
mght, watching Gll the first dawn, when the
guies  are opened;-~they then rush n, set
fire 1o it, and while the victims, with shricks and
cries are secking to escape, bind and carry
them off vato slavery. ¥t must be ¢, frased at
the same time, that the unrelenting and atroci-
ous spirit of this warfaro has been 1 o great
measure produced by foreizn connesion etther

-with European Powers, or with Northern Afri-
fca, Turkey, and other Mahomedan states.

Notwithstanding so many evils, kowever, we
way apain repeal, that en unvaried cloud of
moral darkness does net hang over Africa. The
Negro character appears to be distinguished by
some features unusually nminble, by @ pecuhar
warmth of the sacial affections, and by a close
udherence to kindred ties. If" some travellers
have been ill-treated and plundered, others have
been relieved with the most sigaal and generous
hospuality. The negre, unless when under the
mfluence of sutne vinlent excitement, 1s, on the
whole, more mild, hospitable -and liberal than
the moor. It ts by the latter race that the atro-
cities aganst Europoan travellers have been
chiefly perpetrated.
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DEATH OF PARK, THE AFRICAN TRAVELLER.

It was on the !7th Novemher, 1805, that Pack
set sa1l on hus last fatal voyage m long interval
elapsed without any tidings, which congidering
the great distance and the many causes of delay,
did not, at first, excite aiarm in his fiends; as
the fullowing year,* however, passed on, ru-
mours of an unpleasant neture begen to dprc'-
vaill, Afarmed by these, and feehng a deep
mterest in his fate, Governor Masxwell of
Sicrra Lioone, soon engoged Isanco the guide,
who had been sent to the Gambia with dis-



