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but nir Fatiier, wbo la ia heaven. And 1

sac litîe, thou art Peter ;" -ind then, in
diet 1nd principal reference to the grand
trudh of his Me@àiahship, as the ground-work
ofihe Gospel, and, probabl r with suanie
allus~ionl ulso to the naine 1 etor, thouýgh
cert.Litily flot as if Peter 1usd art;, exclusive

orivkc, or was to lie consîdered as a
foiunartion in any other than that inferior
sense in which ail the apostles and propýhets
were a foundation-Jeaus added, I-Upon
this roelc 1 wiIl bmild my church, and the
gaies of bell shuîl flot prevail against it."
Âam then le suhjoined thc following wvords,
wbich, thoug by no incans peculiar or
personal to P>eter, to the exclusion of the
rest of the apostles, or furnishing any
warrant tb any pretcn(lcd successors te lay
daimn to intallibilit , are yet very honour.
able to Pecter and tue rcst of his colîcagues,
as slowing thean to be possessed of power
to aiinounce the doctrine and manage the
discipline of the church, and that, too,
baeked with the authoritative assurance,
tisat, whatever they should thus do, should
la ratified in God's courts abov,-"« I will
ýive tinto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven ; and wliatsoevcr thon shals lîind
un etirth, shal bie bound in licven ; and
whatsoever thon shall loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven."

Peter was obvionsty one of Christ's most
intiniate frienda. It has been remarked
that, cvcn ont of the swelve, Christ chose a
iiu-virate, or three mens, who appear to

have ben pecnhîarly in his confidence,
namnel-, Peter, James and Jokn. P>eter,
along, with thoqe ikwo, was honoureti to
wtness our Lord's transfiguration un the
Mount; and it was lie who then said at
once, with mucit good feeling, but with as
mucli inconsideration: IlLord, it is good
for us to lièe e-; if thou wilt, let us make
three. tabernacles: one for Thee, and one
for Moses, and one for Elias." 'lo tbis
octurrence Peter afterwsrds referrd with
nuch pleasure and confidente; "w ie have
flot followed cunningly devised fables,
when wc made known nnto, you the coming
ofour Lord Jeans Christ, but svcre eye-
w;itnescs.of us majesty. ForlH.treceived
from God the Father 'honour and glory,
when there caspe saich a voice to Ilim fron'.
the ex'cellent glory, ' This is my beloved
Son, in vwbom I arn well pleased. And
mlis voiee, which caine from heaven, we
heard, when we were wlîh luir in the holy
Mount," 2 Peter 1:- 16. In hike manner
Peter iras one of' the three who went with
otir Lord when Hie raisedl Jaîrus' danghte;
and who accompanied Him into the gar-
den of Gethsemane, on the oesion of luis
egny, whea Hie bad to say to ail thse three:

IlWliat 1 could ye not irateis with me one
heur i'"

Amnong the circumstanea which lie.
tokened bis affection for the Saviour, but
wlaich, nt the sa<uîe time, bctrayed inucis
ignorance, and a very culpa>le want of
respecîful subatission, is thaît irben, in i-e-
fercuce tu oui- Loi-d's spcakisg of 1bis owîî
dcath, Peter tock Ilini, and beganto i-e-
bukec lim, sayinW, "BIe it far frons thets,
Lord; ibis shah not bie tînto thce;" and
wlien oui- Lord addrcssed 1dm, in these
shar words, "lGet thee belîknd tae, Satan,"
ora svcrsary; "thon art an offence tinte me:
for thou savoîtreat not tins things that bce of
God. but those that bie of mari." The
greatest blot, boirever, in ail bis character
is well knowa t0 lie that, wben, after biav-
ing declared that though all mess should
dezîy Christ. yet %would flot lie, tint that lie
waa rendy te go with IIimn to prison and te
deuils, and that though hie should die witit
huim, yet ivould he nôt deny Ilint, hie,
notwittîstanding ail tbis, soon afer repeat-
edly denicd Hinsi in the most solemssu man-
ner, anid carsed and sivore, saying:4 "1
know not the mass." What a fafi Was
here! Iloi directly does it tend to do
away with that idolatrous regard with wbich
Peter ia viewed by Romnanists 1 What a
tesson is it te Christians to beware of the
causes which led te, his 04çgrace,-self-cois-
fidence, false shame, cowardice, and evii
companyl1 But as his faIt was great, so
his repentance was deep, and thse tokens of
bis comptete restoration 10 the fa'î-our of
his Lord were mnoat satisfactory. Jeans,
aftcr Ris resurrectien, seema to have atudi-
ousty embracqd opporitmities ot noticing
him; liHe w4s seau of Cephea and then of
the twelve." lHe thiice p ut the question te
him, IlSimon, son ofeJonas, loveat thon
me'!" And tbrice Peter repifeti, if not in
the sane worda%, yet to the samne purpose,
"Lord, thon knowest aIl things; thon

knowest that 1 love thee ; on Which onr-
L1ord graciously said te him,t "feed uny
Lamba, feed my sheep." Wbr.î an en-
couragement is here for the offending dis-
ciple tu return, in the renewcd exercise of
penitence and faith, to bis inost compas-
sionate t~ or.$'ving Lord!

*ro omit mr.ny other intcresting particu-
lars recorded. in the gospels, let us glance
nt a few r the chief', which are stasèd in
the Acta of the Apostles, for a single hint
wili lie enougis to bring mucis te fise re-
membrance of those who Mke lu any con-
siderable degree conversant wlth Sci-ptiu-e.
It was Peter, who stood ssp in the midst
of the disciples in Jerusalem, dId proposed
the election of a ncw apostie in the room
of judas. It wus Peter> whe preached the


