THE CHURCH

bat my Father, who is in heaven. And I
sy unto thee, thou art Peter;” and then, in
direct and g{incilml reference to the grand
truth of his Messiahship, as the ground-work
of the Gospel, and, probably with some
allusion also to the name Peter, though
eertaiuly not as if Peter had any exclusive
jvilege, or was to be considered as a
g“mda(ion in any other than that inferior
wnse in which all the apostlesand prophets
were # foundation—Jesus added, “ Upon
this rock I will build my church, and the
pates of hell shall not prevail against it,”
Aul then He subjoined the following words,
which, though l’;y no means peculiar or
personal to Peter, to the exclusion of the
rest of the apostles, or furnishing any
warrunt to any pretended successors to lay
claim to inl!\]libllit{', are yet very honour-
able to Peter and the restof his colleagues,
ss showing them to be possessed of power
to announce the doctrine and manage the
discipline of the church, and that, too,
backed with the authoritative assurance,
that, whatever they should thus do, should
be ratified in God’s courts above,—*¢ I will
dive unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
heaven ; and whatsoever thou shals bind
on enrth, shall be bound in heaven; and
whatsoever thou shall Joose on earth shall
Ye loosed in heaven.”

Peter was obviously one of Christ’s most
intimate friends. It has been remarked
that, even out of the dwelve, Christ chose a
trinm-virate, or three men, who appear to
have been peculiarly in his contidence,
ramely, Peter, James and John. Peter,
along with those ®wo, was honoured to
witness our Lord’s transfiguration on the
Mount; and it was he who then said at
once, with much good feeling, but with as
much inconsideration : * Lord, it is good
for us to be here ; if thou wilt, let us make
three tabernacles : one for Thee, and one
for Moses, and one for Elias.” ‘T'o this
occurrence Peter afterwards referred with
much pleasure and confidenec; ““ we have
not followed cunningly devised fables,
when we made known unto you the coming
ofour Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-
witnesses of His majesty. For Hgreceived
from God the Farher {nonom' and glory,
when there capie such a voice to Him from
the excellent glory, ¢ This is my beloved
Son,in whom I am well pleased.” And
this voiee, which came from heaven, we
heard, when we were with Him in the holy
Mount,” 2 Peter 1: 16. In like manner
Peter was one of the three who went with
our Lord when He raised Jsirus’ danghter;
sd who accompanied Him into the gar-
den of Gethsemane, on the oesasion of His
sgony, when He had to say to all the three:
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“ What ! could ye not watch with me oue
hour?”

Among the circumstances which be.
tokened his affection for the Saviour, but
which, at the sdme time, betrayed much
igmorance, and a very culpuble want of
respectful submission, is that when, in re-
ference to our Lord’s speaking of his own
death, Peter took Him, and began to re-
buke Him, saying, “Be it far from thee,
Lord; this shall not be unto thee;” and
when our Lord addressed him in these
sharp words, * Get thee behind me, Satan,”
or adversary ; * thou art an offence unte me :
for thou savourest not the things that be of
God, but those that be of man.” The
greatest blot, however, in &ll his character
is well known to be that, when, after hav-
ing declared that though all men should
deny Christ, yet would not he, but that he
was ready to go with Him to prison and to
death, and that though he should die with
Him, yet would he not deny Him, he,
notwithstanding all this, soon after repear
edly denied Him in the most solemn man-
ner, and carsed and swore, saying: “]
know not the man.” What a fall was
here! How directly does it tend to do
away with that idolatrous regard with which
Peteris viewed by Romanists! Whata
lesson is it to Christians to beware of the
causes which led to his disgrace,—self-con-
fidence, false shame, cowardice, and evil
company! Butas his fall was great, so
his repentance was deep, and the tokens of
his complete restoration to the favour of
htis Lerd were most satisfactory. Jesus,
after His resurrection, scems to have studi-
ously embraced opportunities ot noticing
him; ““ He was scen of Cephas and then of
the twelve.”” He thrice qut the question to
him, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou
me?” And thrice Peter repled, if not in
the same words, yet to the same purpose,
“Lord, thon knewest all things; thou
knowest that I love thee;” on which our:
Lord graciously said to him, * feed my
Lambs, feed my sheep.” Whet an en-
couragement is here for the offending dis-
ciple to return, in the rencwed exercise of
penitence and faith, to his most compas-
sionate .. ror jiving Lord !

‘I'o omit mr.ny other interesting particu-
lars recorded. in the gospels, let us glance
as a few of the chief, which are stald in
the Acts of the Apostles, for a single hint
will be enough to bring much to she re-
membrance of those who are in_any con-
siderable degree conversant with Scripture.
It was Peter, who stood up in the midst-
of the diseiples in Jerusalem, stid proposed
the election of & new apostle in the room
of Judas. It was Peter, who preachied the



