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Just as we have a great diversity of formations about Ottawa,
so also have we a great diversity of' substanices in. the miaterials wvhicIi
maire up tho roA~ of the Post-Tertiary deposits, (and Jet it bu borne in
mind, tliat in using, the word Ilrock" it is used in its true geological
sense, so that a handful. of sand, a lump of dlay, at mass of pebhles,
ceniented or not by finer detritus, are ail as much Ilrock" as a pillir of
freestone, a block of limestone or a. coliimn of granite). IMost of the
materials which are found in these newer deposits wero derived froni
the older formations of Uic district, whilst erratie blocks, and the Jike,
may ha-.re corne from great distances. To go into details regarding al
the kinds of rocks met wvith, wculd necessitate a protracted study of a
great quantity of material whicb ycarà of labour could not exliaust, and
-vhich wvouid forni the constituent elemnents of all thie formations froni
the Latirentian to the Hudson River as thiey are developed in the
"Ottava Basin ;" from the gneissoid, granitic and hornb]endîc rocks

of the former, te the sbaly magnesian and arenaceous measqures of the
lattr. her wold o te geisespegmeties, crystalline limestones,

serpentines, dolomites and diorites of the Lower Laurentian, occurring
at Chelsea in the Laurentide His, there would also be included portions
ôf the conglomnerates and quartzites and calc--bearing sandrock materials
peculiar to the unconformably overlying, Potsdam.- and ('alciferous for-
mations, wvhlst the sandstones, shales and limestones eof the Oltazy,
folIowved upwairds without a break by the im*pure calcareous strata cf
the Blaclc River and Trenton. formations would ail be mixed together
* with the likewise conforrnabIy overiying, bituminous schists of the
Utwca.

The materials which compose the series of form&'.ions, just nmen-
tioned and newer tha-n the Lanrentitn. Nvere theraelves, deriveci frora
the La*urentian System,. for this latter contains; ail the elements
necessary for the fôrmnation cf the -;andstones, sbales and limestones cf
the newer overly'ing, Cambro-Silurian o*r Or'doviciau strata.

Hav'ing ascertained the series cf strata wvbence the material was
obtained which 'constitutes the various beds in the IPost Tertiary
deposits, let us consider the condition cf affaias; previous te and at the
co-.aing in cf ihe Gxlacihl Epocli.


