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50>3E HABITS 0F SWAINSON'S HAWK IN MAIATOBA.

By NoRitAN CRItDDLiE. TRiElEsBANK. MIA,%.

Swainson's Hawk (Biî<o Saainsoni). is essentially a bird of
open woodlands, or hilly couintry- It prefers a mixture of the
two for nesting purposes. and the open gopber-infested plains
for a hunting ground. Reaching us rather later in the spring
than most of our othe: hawks. it almost immediealy iets about
selecting a nesting site. the place chosen bcing uçually eithcr a
scrub oak or an isolated aspen poplar. Oc'asionally. however.
the birds abandon their usual practice and select a biD instead of
a tree for ncsting purposes. even wben trees are available. On
the plains farther west they do flot have so much choice in the
matter. and in consequence tbey are obliged. if thev nest at ail
in such places. to bc contented with a bill or river bank.

As 1 have previouslv pointed out. on several occasions.
there are few imre ueful hawks. lu our Canadian wrst. than this
species. Vears ago. in his **Birds of Man'.toba.'* Thompson
Scton suggested the naine gopher hawk for this bird. and 1 know
iof no more fitting title- This dors not suggest. however. that
these birds live onlv on such animais. Those of us who know
<hem, well are aware that tbey are by ne) mrans partial lu this
choici,. Young grouse. mc-adeawlarks andI <'<ber birds ce-rtainly
formn a portioni of tir diet. as do also. «oecasionally. young
poultrv. But observation also teaches us <bat at lrast 80 per
cent of 1 be froc is ma-te up of n('xious rodünts. and that is surely
an excellent ç.hnwi«ng. well enîitling the Ibirçl to IPotectirin.

In former times these handsome dashiug bawksç freuteutec
the j»Wlainl conside-ral numbe-rç. srrking and o<btaining an
easy living among ibe gopht-r pnjrulatirîn. As tirnx weut on.
lhuwevtyr. ,,ht iT<itlT hi-v wre. sulljt-eteil te» 1)y fanners and
t'b«ter.s grrt-ati thinnedl tbeir ranks. s-o that to-day thry are Te-
stuicîrdi tu, a few isa'latedl or unsçcttledt districts. Where thcv are
jwtrmittt-.l <o rrair ibvir young in co.mparative safety* i amn

j>ei-dt. sav tbat "ne %uech dlistr'i ccurs iu the nrighb.urhrwi>d
,-f my brime. il living siîuaîcd on ont- <»f thr Dominiobn timlw-r
rese.Çqrvcs. 1--i <bre thai 1 have lieen ilrivileged te- watch the
l'irds for a nuiibtr of vears past. and havc Jlanedt çs'mw intrest -
ing inf-ormati in rdlaîing Io iheir habits andi life histoirv. Sonie
obf ibis inf.'rrnailo 1 have alradv relatedl in a previous volume
<'f Tii,- (>TTr&t. AX.TUIIALIST. 1 %hall here. therefort-. chirtlv
Coleint-u myiv--f t-' ' .,I 'bçt-rvatiobns made last summecr hile
1 was out on .,ic'f -my isual %Stinflay afirrnom amuls
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