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of the -rezît ori-iinal. This is so, lie reasoiis, becatise litterary
iinastcrpicces are alaspersoil, iîdiosylicr;aic, characteristic of
the nation anld the so'i] fromn whicli thev spring<."

1-iere, al.so, il niay be aslied wliethier 1liis cultivation of' iie
I rishlnug iuiay lot. hîider an effective acquisition of Englisli ?
B3efore anlswerimg this, ;a mninent's consideration of the endl at
whichi the Gaelic nio'eniîent amnis is desirable. Tlîat ilhat end is the
supplanting, of the Englishi language by the general use of I risli is
not. iniiplied by any declaration on the part of the piooters or the
recognized leaders of tie niovement. Reference has, been niade
to thIicMyiiootii rcsolution of tlie Ilierarcliv on Ille suhject, %whichi
it îvill lie re,îîeilbered, ivas to tie effect hit, in nis-pein
districts (tie vas. mîajority, of course), Irisl slhould betauglit. as an
optional subject, in thc schools, whuilst in Iri-li-Speatkiiîî districts
it ho made the mnedium o! instruction in the schools. The latter
part. of' tlîk re.solutUon, xliich, al. ilie first glaJ;nce, nîiiglît zilarni
sonie people, is based on tic accepted principle ilhat. UIl vernacul;a'r
i.s tie natural mediium of instruction. Nor dues the statenient of
the -iims of tiiczaelic rnovement, as set forth by UIl executiv'e of
Uic Lcague, leave rooîiii for the inference îlîat. Irislî and Irish oinly
is Io be the I t>guage of the Ireland of tlîe future, for tiese aiis are:
(i) '-he preservation of I risli as tie nationial language of Ireland,
and the extension of it.s uise a.s a spok-en tongue ; ~ Il stidy and
publication of existing Gaelic literature, and tie cultivation of ai
modern literature in Irislî."

But eveni this, it niay still be objected, nmeans a hi-lingual
People, and tîat is a condition wilîi docs nlot stand for progress
but for deterioration. Thîis lient amswcr to Uiis, as wellzIoa tahUe
objection Ih;ît tlîe use of tic lrislî language %vould lîinder a coin-
plcte istery of lnihis experience, and as to UuîM.William
O'inii referrisngi ini a lcture on tie Giaelic movenment, Io Il
hi-lingual population stil1 inî Ireland, lias this to say, aind il. is very
niucli ta the point' Tlîeir intelligence, far froni beintg craniped,
is strectlîencd anid diver:sified liv a h-nowled--e of tie îwo Ian-
guageCS. Tîîey exp)enien»ce," lie says, - no more conllict bcîw.,cn
the two than between a knoitwledce of thie multiplication table and
a kniowvledge of the Caîclisin. Whl i hev find tlie Engý-lisli


