
TITE RURAL CANADIAN.

retire, amiid the triumpliant notes of a host of
exulting opponents. Tho humant naturalist
niight be indlined to syxnpathize with the
hawk when subjectcd to sucli treatment,
wero he not aware that thie liawk thus at-
tacked vas hinseîf ini quest of plunder, and
intent on bloody deeds. The guerilla war-
fate thus carried on between these feathered
tribes sounetimes occasions amusing scenes.
The crowv, for somo reason or other, appeara
to be hated by niost people, and even somne
naturalists adv'ocatc its extermination; but it
is evident, though it commits some depreda-
tions on the fariner. that it is one of bis best
friends, for the amount of destructive crea-
turcs and refuse inatter that it removes in one
year is quito sufficient to compensate the
tiller of the ground for ail the depredations
of a life-time; and if the hum of the inseet,
the squeal of the rodent. and croaking of the
frog--creaturcs upon which it feeds--wcre to
cease forever, fcw %vould bave reason for
regret. Soine specimens of '%Vhite crows bave
lately been seen in Ontario.

A.PPLE EYAI'ORA2'OR.

Editor RUIuL CASADIÂS;
I ara contemplating drying (or cvaporating)

apples on a ;cale that would at lcast kcep one
mnan constantly employed, and I %would like
to get information on the following points:

1. Can you give amy information bow to
inake an evaporator?

2. Are evaporators maxiufactured anywbere
in Canada?

:3. WVhat wçould bie the probable cost of pro-
curing an evaporator o! about the capacity 1
hasve mentioned froin the 'United Statesç, to
include test of apparatus, freiglit and duty ?

4. Is there amy work publisbed on the suli-
jeet espccially gining instructions about the
construction o! an e,.aporator?

.Yui&sour. J. IL McMISIL
[Cani any of oui reader give tht iliforma-

tiou aslked for ?-EIn. R. C.]

Mn. .R W. Cüuinmr.s, o! Spuingvale faim,
East Oxford. retentd sold to, Mr. T. Fletcbcz
a fine tboroughbred Durham bull, for serice
in Texas, 71 S., and replaced tic atxznal by
pure-basing from Mfr- Douiglas, of Onondaga,
Baron Goodness, grandsire D:ikc of Clarence.

A.s cxcbangc e s:"A rural subscriber
svants tu know if it makes any difference in
the lsr.ngness of fcnce-.posts, whether you
xet them * top end up,* or t.he saint ws.y the
trccs grow, or * top end downl' Not a bit.
A fencc-post, will lasL just as long set 'top
cnd up'or-top md down: In scttilnga hen,
however, tbcre is a vita! Importance in thie dis-
tinction, which the careful poulterer wi.ll do
wlredy to observe.

AsN.orrnR swindle bas locn devised. .Am
allegod *poculator in country produce calls on
a farnîcz-,riurcbascs $10 or $15 ,vorth of eggs,
butter or poultfy, says lie wants a rcceipt to
show the firm bce paid the inoncy, breaks the
point of has pencil before the signature is
reachcd, thein takes from bis pocket a foun-
tain pS nd the fariner uses it in signing bis
name. 'ne swindlcr thon goca to town, sell
the produf;o,- crues the body of the rcceipt,
and vrites instead a p-romissory note for $50
ut $100, and Las it diso,uated at the bmLk

OURBET NEWS ITEMS.

"Fins,, robin " items bave commenced to
appear in print.

MAPLE sugar, it is said, wviIl be scarce this
year, owing to the open weather.

ANDREW AITKXNG bas sold bis faim, north
o! Paris about three miles, for ninety dollars
per acre.

A BLÂCK WalnUt grove which a Wisconsin
fariner planted about twenty years ago on
some waste ]and recently sold for 827,000.

Mn. ALBERT MÂATP, of Norwich, bas
purcbased the Mambrino stallion,' "Ed. Burns,"
from Mfr. Merrili, of Tilsonburg. Tbe price
paid was $600.

A3IoNa the late sales of liorsefleali, ive no-
tice one of a span of horses for $400, 'and a
filIy two years old for $200> both bred by
Stanley fiarmers.

IT is estimated that 300,000 bushels of
grain, including wbeat, oats and barley, have
been sold in Portage la Prairie since ]ast fall,
and only a littie more than balf of the grain
Cown in the district bas yet been xnarkcetect

MR. THomAs TODI), commission mercliant o!
Galt, recently purchascd £romn Messrs. J. G.
Wing & Co., New Dundee, ncarly ten tons of
dried apples. The value of the purchase Nvas
upwards o! $1,200. The apples were sbipped
for the Maritime Prdvinces.

GEORGE STRoTZ, of the 2iud concession
Arthur township, bas purchased a hundrcd
acres froin bis neiglibour, Chiarles Edmuason,
for $3,4W0. The farm is nearly ail clcared,
wclI fenced, and improved with good build-
ings, adin agood state of cultivaticn.

L; October last, as 3fr. James Pyke, o!
Eroulont, was pssing through bis fields, bie
noticed a strawberry vine in blossomn, and out
o! curiosity dug it up and placed it in a pot in
the bouse, the reult beli.- that there are xîow
on the vines two fine ripe strawberries.

A. AN.- is busly engaged buying up cata ini
thec neighbourhood o! Hyde Parkz From ten
to forty cents caci is paid for the anlial
according to condition. He states that they
arc killed and skinned, and the pelta sold to
thc city furriers. What is done witli their
bodies is not statcd.

TirE Huron Signal tells a story of a dog
wbich furmcrly livcd at Seafortb. but now is
domicilcd at the Star sait works in Godericli.
Evciy fluw and thon the sagacious canine
takzes a trip to its former home, going both
ways by thc train, on whicb it la cunning
enougli to dead bead ita way.

FuËoi a retuin laid on the table of the
Hlouse of! Commons, iL appears that $2,047
wus collccted as excise duty on Canadian
grown tobacýo in1iS. The costo! collection
wasoveronc-lialfof tbatsum,or$12,832. Ot-
tawa and Windsor arm the only Ontazlo dis-
tricts in whicli tobacco was grown.

Mri. JmE BiRcLa,ý, of Guelph, lias pur-
cbasodl the Bocitel hornestead, Blair, about
four miles from Gait, at, a fair figure. The
faim is on the Grand River, and contains 1130
acres au1 clou-ad, with tio exception o! ton
acres o! tbuin bush. Mnr BarclaLy intcnds to
buuld a new residence, and reide on the fani.

Tsi Seaforth chmee factory roceived last
ye3z 752A597 pounds c! milk, frein which 73 r915 pounda o! oh.oe war. =&de. Tho avw.

ago of milk to clicese was 10.24 pounds, wbule
the average -prico to patrons for each 10
pounds of milk was 8j cents. The directors
mako the cheeso and draw the milk for 21
cents.%

Mit. TimmiNS lbas purehased Mr. Trow'a farm
of 50 acres ini Howick for $1,610. Gilbert
Forgie bas sold 93 acres, lot 11, ton. 5, Turn.-
berry, to James Elliott, for $4,500. Robert
McMichael bas bought a farm of 100 acres in
Hullett from Mrs. Charles Carter, for $5,600.
Mms. Fitzsimmons lias sold 30 acres on the
2nd concession of Huilett to D. Shanahan for
$3,000. The faim of S. Holmes, Huron road,
near Oliton-70 acres-was sold recently to
Keppel Digney, for the sum, of $4,000.

GANADIAN FARMINO:
AN ENCYCLOP.tEDIA 0F AGRICULTURE BY

PRACTICAL FARMERS.

Full Clath Blndin. 436 pp. Nearl-y Thrte Hundr.d Illus-
traions. Only z.o Worth Double the Mdont>'.

Tne ndersigned announcea the pubiCa±iof VoLI, cf tht "onsaz£o
Aricuhtural commission Report." whic±s a coudeustalos cftht (acta
as gtves at fuit tength in the five remnlnig volume, la tiis volume.
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How to get this Book for a Nominal Price.
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Su'bscibertothe RuLAL C,%u.ntAi. payisg S!" o an agent. or
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ose >'c ~ ~ ~ .«xsrasda eycCaAtxFmt c dsaibeabave. Tht
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