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BEES AND POJULTRY.
AFRIOAN BEES.

I keop two spiarics at a considerablo distanco
from each othor, to one ¢f which my gardener, a
colourcd Malay, attends, and tho other a Kafir
labourer. At firat thoy wore gonerally stung when
passing {00 ucar the onirance of a hivo, but now
thoy pnss and repass with impunity. They work
with the bees moro frequently than I do; and yet,
whon eithor of thom assists me in his own
apiary ho rcoeives more stings than Ido. This I
ascribe to tho gardenor ueing snuff in his mouth
very frecly, and to tho Kafir's very pronounced
odour. To test the recognition of the bees Ionce ro-
quested tho Malay and Kafir to ohango clothes with
onch othor and wear thiok veils over their heads and
faces, Thoy did Bo, and assisted mo first in the
apinrics to whichthioy wore respectively in the habit
of attending, with tho result that thay received no
stings, but whencithor began to work with the bees
in tho apiary he usually did not attend to ho was so
stung about the bands that ho had to beat a hasty
retreat, whilo I remained uninjured, although not
voiled, Tho two men are almosi of tho samo size
and build, so that if the becs had any power of
general recognition thoy would probably (assome
of tho othor servants did) have mis.nken tho one
for the other. I can, therefore, only account for
thio cunduot of the becs by the unpleasant, and to
them strange, odvar. At my request the garduner
discontinued tho use of enuff in his mouth for
gome time, and during that time he was not stung
more than I was while working with bees, but if
the Kafir stands before the entrance of an unac
oustomed hive he is remoursclessly stung. I may
add that Capo bees aro very much more vicivus
than Earopean ones seem to be, and tlat, if not
skilfally handled, they will unmercifully sting
their most familiar friends. On onc ucecasion a
bunch of carrots wac left near the gardener's
apiary, which so enraged the bees that they stung
him and every one olse they came across, and
very nearly stung a cow to death at a distance of
about & hundrod yards from the apiary, and on
another ocoasion & horse, still wet with sweat,
trespassed too near a hive, with the result that
the whole apiary was iff an uproar, and some of
my children and servanis wero siung, the chief
viotim being s Malay girl, who used to apply
quantities of scented pomatum to her Lair, and
who was severely stung on the head.— Nature,

POULTRY AT LARGE.

Only exceptionally is & hen at large anything

loss than a nuisance. Nor is she usually any
_greater sourco of profit than if confined within

reasonable limits, Hens at largo lay in secret,
out of the way places, in the grass, where tho
movwing machine will bresk the eggs, under build-
ings, where only rats, cats, skunks, weasels and
hens can go. Then they sit and bring off broods
at unseasonable seasuns, which are much more
likely to be caught and destroyed by foxes and
hawks than if kept within oivilized limits.

Woe like the plan of having an orchard and poul-
{ry yard one and the same, and the larger the
orchard tho -beltor for tho poultry, and tho
less likely they will be to fly out, if the enclos-
ing fence is what it should be. Hangry hens
of the light breeds will fly over & pretty high
fenc. to get where there is food, but the lLeawier
kinds, if woll fod, may bo kept in & large enclos-
ure with o comparatively low fence. A four-foot
picket fence around a half-acre pear orchard has
proved an almost perfect protection to all outside
crops, frem such fowls as the Asiatics and Ply-
mouth Rocks, and fox general purposus there aro
few better broeds.

Thero may be times when a floock of hens may
bo of ase running at large, to piock up inscets or
geattored yrain thal would otherwiso bo wasted.
They msy woll bo lot looso just at night to ont
grass, if thoir enolosure is very small; thoy fro-
quently mny do no harm in very carly epring or
lato fall, but thero should be a yard on every farm
whero they con be confined, and this should be
their home at all times. It will bo found much
less work, less costly and less annoying to keop
fowls enclosed in a_suitablo homo of their own,
than to keep thom ¢ shoo'd " out of tho garden,
out of tho barn, off from the carriages, off from
tho piazza, doorstop and lawn, where the chuldren
liko to roll and tumble. 8o while we aro sghing
for a cheap, light fence to surround our flower
beds and kitchen garden, let us sigh a Little louder
and have one to go around the puultry yard, one
that will keep lLieus 1n and skunks and other pre-
datory ammals out. But until such a fonco 18
offered, plain, pine pickets will accomplish a good
denl, if they are strung round a liberal area, and
tho fowls are well supplied with what they need
{0 keop them healthy and also profitablo to their
ownets. It is poor poultry farming that doos not
double the jinvestment, or pay one hundred per
cont. profit annually on first cost.—N. &, Larmer,

DU BEES REMOVE EGus?

Do bees remove eggs from one cell lo an-
other 2° This guestion is answered by Mce. A,
Puttigrew, in the London Journal of Horticulture
in this wiso :

** Yes, cortainly. This I Lave knuwn and wit-
nossed for fifty years. I have often secen .eggs,
laid by qucen bees Lefore being removed frum
their hives, set in other cells after their removal,
and have known such eggs become ueens, thus
proving that they were not the eggs of fertile
wurkers. Queen exoluders then, so much talked
about at present, canuol be of much use. No,
they are valueless ; for if bees dotermine to breed
in any part of a hive queen exoluders will not
prevent them. Last Septomber a correspondent
of & journal wrote that one of his colonies lost
its queen when the combs were filled with honey,
brood and eggs. He zemoved the frame of honey,
and gave them a-frame of empty comb in its
place. The hive was examined four or five days
after, when there were found several queen cells on
the empty shect of comb. Asit contained no eggs
when placed in the hive, he saw that the bees
had taken them from one comb to another. Eight
queen cells were erected and filled on the empty
sheet, He adds: ¢ There can be no mistake about
this, for I took tho empty frame from my honey
room, where it had been laid six or seven weeks.'
If more evidence is wanted it may be found in
the fact that in many instances—I might veature
{0 say in all inetances of breeding in super ~the
bees firat prepare in tho cells for tho reception of
eggs ; and experionced mon on examining supers
can toll whero the eggs will be deposited. Bees
ate the masters and determine these matters
themselves without consulting queen or queen
oxcluders, It will bo well for bee keepers to re-
member these facts.”

EGGS FROM EUROPE.

Two hundred thousand dozen eggs have been
received at New York from Europe during the
past nine months. Thoe importations have ceased
until the middle of September, when thoy will bo
resnmed. The home supply is so large during
tho summer months and the risk on imported
cggs so great that for the ‘ensning three months
none will be brought from the other side to place
on tho market here. The eggs that come fo this
country aro shipped from Germany and Denmark

principally, and also from Franco. Ilaly and
Turkey wero two groat cgg producing countries,
but tho shipments to the United States aro not
madd from them. The eggs cono paocked in
straw, in long onses containing 120 dezeus each.
The only differcnce between imported oggs end
those produced i this country is, thet tho formor
aro somowhat smaller and the shells porhaps o
trifio harder. The eggs are consigned on com-
mission, and sold at fromn ono to two conts less
por dvzen than domestic eggs. The lower prico
is on account of the size. A member of a general
produce house rccently said to a newspaper re-
porter that i tune eggs would dvabtless be scut
from China to San Francisco. Poultry raising is
an oxtensive iudustry w China. Eggs would
keep as long as six ur ecight munths, althvugh
that was of course too long, and there wcere no
difficulties about transportation in the way. The
cheapness with which eggs can be produced in
China made such a thing possible. Fowls aro
kept on the boats on tho rivers, and, in fact,
overywhero, Enough eggs could be sent from
China to supply the whole United States.

THE CHOICE UF BREEDING FUWLS.

A correspondent, writing to the Country Jen-
tleman, says: * In choosing breecding fowls, caro
should bo taken to discard all which manifest
any weoakness, ohoosing only thoso that arostropg
and healthy. 1f tho broods bad been mack afilict:
ed with the gapes the year befure, it is well to
roject any known to have survived the attack,
although they may not show any signs of dobility
whatever. Not that 1t 18 hereditary, or that the
distemper 1s catching. * hold that any fowl s
weak which shows all the siges and symptoms of
the gapes, although with carefal nursing and
surgical operation they may withstand the dis.z-
der and survive. The vigour is impaired, aud
there remains only safficient for the fowl itself,
and none to 1mpart to the offspring. Early eggs

 are apt to become chilled when first set. This is

another cause of failure to hatch. The first ten
days is the must critical period of incubation.
Later than this the shell becomes tougher and
harder, the inner skin thickens and proteots the
rapidly -increasing embryo, which at this stage
begins to show life.

« It is often the caso that full-grown chicks do
not break from the shell, although the chick is
strong 1n the unchbipped shell and cries lustily.
However, it dies in the shell the following day.
This is frequently the case with eggs from old
hens. I have sttributed the eause of this to too
mauch heat and a lack of moisture. At the start
the shell of the egg is thick and strong, and tke
increased strength that is added from incabation
makes a wall so strong that it resists all the ef-
forts of tho young chick. These eggs should be
set on the ground.”

. POULTRY ACCOUNT.

‘We have always kept fifty to a hundred chick-
ens, and lot them tako care of themselves, T
never knew whether it was profitable or nott We
never sold many eggs. In the spring, when oggs
were plentiful and therefore ckeap, we sold some,
and occasionally sold a few spring chickens to
hotels in town, We had all tho eggs we wanted
to use, and all the chicken meat we could eat, and
wo nover inquired farther. Last year I kept an
account of ** profit and loss,” and was sgreeably
surprised. Wo had ninety-four hens in the spring,
and I began to care for them, systematically,
April 1st. We gathered and sold $100 worth of
eggs, and raised over 200 young pullets ready for
winter laying, or at least very early in spring.
We sold, also, $88 worth of chickens in the mar-
ket. My wife hos tho $188 in her pooket-book,
atl authing will convince ber now that chiokens

sro not profitable.—Cor, Okio Farmer.



