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~~atoranb people*
NOT UOMFORTLESS.

The. night approached, yet the wav belore us
Is wild, and long, and fears our heart oppress,

A tender voice calta (rom the datknes% o'er us,
" I wilI flot leave vou cornfortless."

The night grows darker and around us ringing
We hear the sounds of weakness and distress,

X'et over ail is stili the sweet voice singing,
-I will flot leave you comfortless."

The wind grows bitter and the rain is falling,
0 Christ !lis this the path of hoiiness ?

Bear up 1 bear on 1 the heavenly voice is cailing
I will flot leave you comfortless."

This thorny way and weary, I before you
With feet unsandled, for your sake did press,

The Father's watchtul eye is ever o'er you,
Nor wilt I leave itou comfettltss."

Tlius ever sweetly with the tumuit blendine,
This benediction as a soA caress,

Is througb the heavy cloud from beaven descend-
ing,

64I wilI flot leave you comforfless."

Ah might we, patient Lord, learn Thy endurance,
To know Ttiy peace and win Thy rtst,

O -r weary bearts stili wait the dear assurance
Thou will not Ieave us comfortless.

-Seected.

THE GOSPEL IN LARGE
OAPITALS.-I.

DR. PATON'S STORY 0F A CIHRISTIAN
ADVEN TURE.

BY FIDELIS.

John Paton did flot go ouftoaUth New
Hebridies alome. Ho took with hlm a young
wife, wbose heart was as devoted as bis own
fa the work they bad jointly undertaken, and
whose affection and socief y were to gladden
bis exile, for, alas 1 littIe more than one
short year. At Aneltyum fbhey were receiv-
ed by the beroic ploneer missionary, Dr.
Geddie, under wbose labours the people of
the Island had, from beathen cannibals,
become a band of sinpio-rninded Christians,
and wbo bad now a litile group of feliow mis-
sionaries about hlm. Tanna, an isiand
where tbe people wore still heathens and
cannibals, was assigued to Mr. and Mrs.
Paton, as well as another mission ary and
bis w1fé, Mr. and Mrs. Matheson, while a
third, Mr. Copeland, was ta assist b)tb at
thoîr respective stations as occasion rnlght
require.

Accompaaied by Dr. Inglis and some
onorgefic Aneityurneso converts, the new
missionaries Vent to prepare bouses, etc.,
at Tanna, Ieaving their Vives, la the mean-
tirne, at Aneltyurn. At bis station, Port
Resolution, the bouse MI. Paton and bis
wife were ta occupY, bulit of wood, plaster-
ed witb ground carat, and tbatcbed witb
sugar-cane loaf, was rapidly advanced, but
unfortunatoly trie site, f00 close to the sbore
and exposed toarnasma,turned out ta ho a very
unbealtby ane. The natives they found ta ho
la a very unsettled and excited stato,'and, in-
deed, tbey confinued sa during the whole four
years of Dr. Paton's rosidence. The chiefs
wero willing to accept amy material benefits
fbey could derive from the prosence o!
missionaries ; but they woro not at ail dis-
posod ta pledge tbomselves for their pro-
tection, nor would their pledges bave boen

rncbtahodeenedouif tbyh. N

Scottlsh missionary bad, bowovor, theIcn-
spirbng example of Dr. Gcddle's v<onderful
succcss lu Aneityurn ta cheer hlm on. But
Tanna was not ta be a second Âneltyum,
and the record of bis four years thore is one
o! ondless sufterings, discouragernents,
alarrns, and bairbreadtb escapes. At fîmes
if secrncd as if evcrytbing was against the
sorely trled but still dauntless missionary.
Ho had to baffle wifb the cbildlsb fickleness
of even the friendly natives, always oscillat-
ing bet ween a sballow klndliness, respond-
ing ta bis loving patience, and the savage
fhirst for biood wbich ever and anou rose fa
the surface. He bad fa confond wlf b the
unfavorable effects of clirnatic catastrophes
sure f0 be attributcd ta the presence o! the
missianary and bis strange worsbip, and,
worsf o! ail, witb the worse than heathon
sandai-wood traders, who seemed lnsplred
witb a diabolical Ingonuity in their vile
machinations fa got rid of the missionaries,
who seemed ta tbem as did tho Apastles fa
the heathen Aslafics, hindrances fa their In-
satiable cupidify. The first native conflict,
wifnessod while the rnissionarieà' bouse
was bcbag built, is grapbicaliy described :
"The dlscharge o!frnuskots lu the adjolning
bush, and the borrld yclls o! the savages,
5000 inforrned us that tbey were engaged la
deadty fights. Excifernont and f error were
on overy cauntenance ; armed mcn rushed
about in overy direction, wlth feathers in
their f wisted bair, with faces paluted rod,
black, and wbite, and sorne, one cbeck black,
the other rcd ; others, the brow white, t ho
chin blue, in acf, amy color and on amy part
-the more grotesque and savage-laoklng the
bigbcr tho art. Atfer the baffle thoir
Aneityumese boy who had gone for wafer,
carne back wltb the folio iag repart:

"Missi, ibis is a dark land. The people
of this'land do dark works. At the bolling
spring f bey bave cooked and feasted upon
the siain. Tbey have wasbed ftho bload into
the stream, they have bathed thore f111 ail
the waters are red. I cannot get water fa
make vour tea."

The killlng and eafing of each ot ber was
fa ibis lad, as Dr. Paton rernarks, &"a tbing
scarcely ta ho noticed ; but it was horrible
t bey should spoil the Vator t 1, if frained
like Ulm, would probably bave feit lîke hlm."
Thon carne the experionce o! the strang.
llng o! widows, camman thoro as If had boom
in Ancltyum. Amid sucb surraundlngs the
mission bouse af Port Resolution was bulît,
and lu Novembor 1858 Mr. and Mrs. Paton,
accompaniod by Mr. Capcland, wore safely
landed there with their goods, wbile the
other missionaries for the lsland, Mr. and
Mrs,. Matheson, wcnt f0 seufle an the souîb
side, af a considerable distance. Dr. Paton
bad 00w full oppartuuity o! estimnating the
deptb o! superstition and degradation la wbicb
the natives were sunk, worshipping almost
evory natural abject, and bavlng " sacred
mon" for sorcorers, very lîke the "lmedicino
mon "of the Nortb American Indians who,
o! course, provod one of the greatest sturn-
biing blocks lu the missiomarios' way, and ta
whosoinfluemccthey owed many a misfortune
and defeat. Dr. Paton began ta learn their
language Ia the practical manuer which ail
missionaries bave ta adopt fowards savage
fougues. He 5000 fouad ouft the narnes for
ait the materlal noblets.abot.hlm.Jand-bi

ut fer revoit, and foa ofteu la bloadtbirsfy
hatred agalnst the teachers ai the uuwcl-
came doctrine.

For the first fhrcc mouths ai bis resld-
once on the Island, Dr. Patan bad the salace
and belp o! bis voung wife as bis companlan
and belper. But early lu March the crown-
ing joy o! the birth o! a son was quickly
!atlowed by the dcatb o! the yaung mathor
and ber babe ; and the boreaved mlssianary
was left in the darkness o! crusbed bopes
and a desolated borne fa work alono and
unaided, beside the double grave. Too late
ho reatizcd that the site chosea for their
bouse bad becu au uuhealthy one, exposed
ta damp and rnlasmatic winds, and oven ou
bimselt, if unned by bis irreparable toss, the
weakening influences o! malarlal feyer fold
sevoroly. But sf111 ho toiled on, amld the
mean, !orhidding savages, makimg o! the
wbite caral-covered grave a sacred shrine at
whicbhoh prayed for the salvation a! th2
poor beatbeu around bum. Missianary an-
nais prosoatfew plceures more toucbing In
heavenly pathos.

Had Mrs. Paton lived, she would un-
doubtedly bave oxcrcised a strong influence
over the native wornen wboni sho bad ai-
ready begun f0 feacb. Her valuable help
was naw rernavod frani the salit ary worker,
whosc sympatblzmg brotbren would have
pcrsuaded hlm ta beave for a tîrne the scene
of bis sorraw. A pleasant foucb o! Christian
feliaw-féeling is thaf o! t ho visit o! gaod
Bishop Selwyn and the young Coleridge
Patteson, the future missiamary martyr,
wbcn the venerable Bisbop stood wltb bis
boreaved brother beside t he grave in whlch
were burled the bape and sweetness o! bis
lite ; and, amid sobs and toars and broken
prayer, laid bis bands on the young mis-
sionary's head In pateruai benodîction.
"IThe virtue o! that kind o! Episcopal cause-
cration 1 did and do ;nsf warrnly approci-
ate," <writes Dr. Paton in recording the
toucbing incident. 'lTbey urged me, by
many appoals, ta take a trip witb theni
round the Islands, as my life was daily lu
great danger tram the savages. They gen-
crousty offered ta canvey me direct f0
Âncityurn or wberever I wanted ta ga, as 1
greafty need rest and change." But ho
toit thaf if was bis duty f0 romain at bis post,
and ta bear bis burden o! sorrow and physi-
cal weakoess ln the strength wbich the sense
o! bis Lord's presence coutd givo.

TO À BUSINESS.-MAN.

My DEAR SiR,,-Yesferday was the Sab-
bat/t, and atter beiag once in cburch, you
made a caît', and spont the ovening with your
<ifo and tamlly, one or two friends joining.
There are 50 many engagernonts for fawn-
folk nowadays that if if Vere nat for Suuday
evenlng you and your children wouid hardly
know each other weli oaough fa bow <hon
yau moot ; you wauld scarcely over sit an
hour ln yaur owu parto.-. I Vas gaing to say
"4a quiet baur," but somefhlig checked the
wards. These hours are flot 30 quiet as
fhoy should be. You remomber the time
when, full and occupied as the Sabbatbs
were, t bey had always this distinction, that
they were days o! peace, a! <bat the French
finely cali 'l recollect ion." Now fboy bave
tost that charac-ter. Yau suppose-i.-taLho

when you wore a lad. You miss the aId-
fashioned caîni, the dawdie aver "Ia good
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book," the avoidance of seculIBf tOPici

Noting Is avoided on Sundays 11*OWles
it be respect for ministers and s0W''li

You find yoursef wishing sometifleOS tat 10"
ad the courage, or that te spirit 01 the 80

would permit you to be such a puritac AS len
father was.

Weili, for my part, 1 believe inanT of O00g
losses are just our cowardices. 44hait
thing life does to us is to make usnit
where we firmly trod," to make uLSaridfes r y o r
this and that. It may be necO5al
practical purposes ; it may b.efu', 1 oI;
but It is just a cooling down Of e0norgV,,b80d
as It grows it means decay. Wc live b'
we r-urpose and plan, while wo prevBil 01«'
the chaos or Inertia of the word. 3ý0
la aCfr the Puritan accepted a view'of Ilf'
marched forward according ta iti died a0ti.
cipating is reward. You are for ever01
Ing compromises ail round, and yonf ma'
ments of assurance are few and far betWen.
This matter of 4' Sunday obseflnc J
test one ; the whole cornes to a p oin ok
sa the more straightly and fraflkIl «e a
at It the better.

Amnong the literary men wboCO ' 0
yesterday and cao bardly be considead «l

old f ogies yet, there is one who Is cotSîigîy
no puritan, nor always courteous to thegae
but bis Intelectuai cearness and cansra%'
bis entire freedom from the p 1 ggîsh *lr
ment, bring him very near, 5011t hos t
the view-pont of puritansn, alla Wba8 b
wrltcs can neyer for a moment be C ece
of cant. Se wbcn Mr. Jerome, in Tal
preaches on tbe' folly of making Sun shtday of racket instead of rest, eue feels t
churcb members are being rufg up tf0gl
duty. Mr. Jerore speaks of Pbsicaîe,%
ertion, but tbre are other tg bkngs ballO

ar jcasnaiiy ing.yon and 1b818
ocaes t asl spent a Sunday with people
whose tongues left one bruised and sICk,
they were sa secular, sa restieSg* no

ever aur religion is to be, It n t

not cease to commune wifh GOt i>
be still. For yourself, I lcnow that the
bath being wbat it is in yotr bol'hîdV
do fiad It a weekly bath for the mnind.lii
very Mondlay rnorning you have arise m ib
a giant-I mean a Glasgow iecatt'
freshed ; you have gone ln ta the warebO"'
witb a sort of eagorness for the bellefico
burden of daily toil, a renewod wisb a 'rl
per houestiy and ta be a good master. e
me now, do vou ever feel sa much inot
In your dependants on SaturdaY nligbf
you do on Monday morning? Wel bgh
wbat will bappen if we lot the tide Of
mundane increase upon us, If 1915gif"9recollection," If we allow Sundayteb
noisy Ildisjaskt " addition ta an C0etSe
week ? Lt us have the courage taOIOd
what God gives us-a Sabbath dy od

a dalhoiy, that is complote and satisfYing, eb
of grace. The ministers wlll thon pro
better, and tbe week wiil rua betterlas <
shal begia to think that al fair thinM1 oal

be recovered yet.-Yours, wlf h boat wlibs.
-Deas Cromarty, jin the Britisht FVetkJ

Shav see a lttieplan blCth.an Oak

whea God thus visits tbee, wbO0 ne s
away these overshadowing but divarfl
comforts, f0 make thee bave a clear«S
between tbe and beaven, 00 tat giff 5 igbf

core more plentifoly ta tee.-Ree* C. X.

Sj5urgeon.


