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the United States. is more ircnic in its aim than the
others. [ts acceptance was urged in view of the
prospective  conferences on Christian re-union, that
that moverent might be aided if the appareat
asperities of Calvinism were stnoothed down a little
confessionally.  Churchman and Methodist have in
the past said hard things about the distinctive doc-
trines upheld by a historic Presbyterianism and their
friendlier feelings might be evoked by a free, unsoli-
cited, and more than timely, surrender of what has
hitherto been distinctive in the Presbyterian system.
Has the proper time arrived, and has the proper
occasion presented ifself for the Canadian Church to
undertake the very responsible and arduous work
of revising the time-honoured standards accepted by
Presbyterianism all over the world ? s she called
upon, of her own motion to lower the blue banner out
of deference to the prepossessions of good brethren
of other communions with whom we might have
closer and more real fraternity without making
gratuitous concessions?

This is a matter in which all scetions of the Church
might well hasten slowly.  Creed revision will come
—is bound to come, but let it not be entered on with
a light heart.  So much depends upon it, so serious
arc the responsibilitics.  Might 1t not be taken up
by the Presbyterian Alliance in concert with the
respective Churches represented by that body, and
might not a formula be ultimately agreed upon that
would sccure the assent of the entire Presbyterian
family > Union with other communions at the ex-
pense of divergencies within the ranks of Presby-
terianism itself might be too dearly bought.

GCUARD HOMIE_LIFE.

I)]'ZSSIMISM, from the nature of things, is nut

popular aiid never can be.  Like the lugubri.
vus comforter who comes to visit the sick and the
distressed, like the corpse at an anc’'nt Egyptian
feast, the pessimist who can only sce the dark side
of things casts a gloom wherever he goes.  There s,
however, a dark side to all things earthly and he
is not necessarily a pessimist, who does not persist-
ently close his eyes to all the facts attainable in
forming his judgments. Onc-sided optimism is just
as surc to crr as is its correlate. and from all errors
spring cvil consequences. Home life and happy
home relationships cannot be too highly prized. All
proper- efforts ouglit to’be made to ensure their per-
manence and extension.  Whatever unduly infringes
on the home life is nccessarily injurious to it.  lox-
cessive devotion to money-making, undue desire for
social pleasures weaken home ties and such weitken-
ing of the integrity of home is undoubtedly a bad
influence.  There is a cause that is doing much in
these days to utterly destroy the sanctity of home,
and make of 1t one of the most deplorable wrecks
under the sun.  The laxity of the marriage tie,
stimulated by the facility with which in modern life
divorce in many lands can be so casily obtained
cannot be regarded as a cheering sign of the times,
In the New Testament, where the best of all moral
codes is to be found, vur Saviour lays down one
cause and onc only for the annulling of marital re-
lationships. The reason given for this which operated
then and which operates now is hardness of heart,
Ecclesiastics  and legislators have sought to improve
upon this, and as might be expected the impraves
ments have turned out to be egregious failures.  The
so-called infallible Church in its attempts to be wise
above waat is written has madce a sorry mess of it in
this respect as well as in most other instances where
it has substituted the traditions of men for the com-
mandments of God.

The Mead of the Church instituted two sacra-
ments but His self-styled and self-appointed Vicar
on carth was not content with this and he sought to
improve upon it and added other five, among them
the sacrament of matrimony.  Placing the cfiicacious
value the Romanist Church does on the sacraments,
it was found that the dissolution-of the marriage tic
was incompatible with their ideas of sacramental
mviolability and as something had to give way di-
vorce was declared to be inadmissible. Hence
wherever Roman Catholicism is sufficiently powerful
it strenuously opposes all and every divorce law.
But if in the opinion of the Roman Catholic Church
the absolute inviolability of the marriage relation is
the law it certainly in practice has numerous and
various exceptions. There is a safety value by which
undue pressure can always be lessened. Whenever
in the estimation of the Romish rulers it is deemed
expedient or necessary the Pope can grant a dispen-
sation by which all difficulties can be overcome and
all apparent.inconsistencies reconciled.

In recoil from the inflexibilities of the papal
canon law free peoples have in too many instances
rushed to-the opposite extréme and treated the most
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siacted of huwman relationships purely in the light of
a civil contract Marriage is God's institution and
Hix law should govern it "That law is disregarded
whenever it is annulled for other causes than the one
clearly specitied in the sacred Scriptures.  In some
continental countries, notably Germany and Switzer-
land, lax divoree laws are in force. The Germans
are a home-loving people and for this reason divoree
is not quite so frequent as it would otherwise be.
Perhaps nowhere ave there greater anomalies in div-
vorce laws than in the United States.  Each State
regulates its own laws in this respect, and as a con-
sequence great diversity exists  In some States the
laws are strict, in others the severance of the marri-
age tic may be alinost had for the asking.  In effect,
however, the strictiness of the Jaw atfords no adequate
security. as partics tired of cach other can by atem

porary domicile in a State where divorce can be
easily obtained, veadily sccure the freedom the laws
of their own Stale deny them  Again, so lax are
the divorce laws in several States, cspecially in the
west, that a wife resident in New York State may
for some time be ignorant of the fact that her hus-
band has secured in an Illinois court the decree that
annuls thewr former relations  True this can only be
done by fraud, but it has been done over and over
again, and besides being a fraud it is a gricvous and
gross injustice. 1t is not surprising, then. that in the
neighbouring republic the people are beginning to
agitate in favour of better divorec laws and the reform
of the abuses to which the existing state of things
inevitably mives rise.  However strong and prosper-
ous it nittion may be il it continues to regard with
indifierence evils that menace the very existence of
fumily life its stability is seriously imperilled. Tt is
suggrested very properly thatthe divorce laws through-
out the Union should be made uniform,  That cer-
tainly would be a great improvement on what now
vrevails, and it is certain that {rom past expericnce
our neighbours will decidedly prefer greater restraints
to more laxity in the granting of divorces in the fut-
ure.  Careful inquivies arc being instituted and all
available information is being collected with a view
to place before the people the startling results of a
system that is in many instances working most in-
juriously to their best interests.  Mr. Carroll

Wright, an eminent economist, is devoting his atten-
tion to the subject, and from advance reports already
published many interesting facts may be gleaned.
Here is o sample :

In divorce this country stands pre-eminent.  Mr, Wright
has not Leen able to obtan full information frotm foreign
countries for the two decades covered by his report ; but he
has collected enough to indicate that there is no other land
in the world that is so haspitable as ours to the dissolution
of the marringe tie.  In fact, more divorces are granted in
the United States in one year than in all Euvrope. Take the
last year of Mr. Waght's second decade for example. In
1886 our courts released 25,535 couples frum their marual
abligations ¢ the courts of Great Britain and the Continent
relcased only 22080, The records of other years would not
add wnterially to the reputation of the United States.

‘The Furopean countuies that showed the slightest tendency
1o follow our illustrious example in 1856 were, France, with
6,211, and the German Empire, with 6,078.  Dut of the num-
her belongng to the German Empire 3,308 must be credited
to Prassia alone.  Hlinois, with 2,000 ; Indiana, with 1,055 ;
lowa, with 1,027, and Kansas, waith 817, Inck only seven of
cquality with Fran~e.  Ohio, with 1,88y ; Tesas, with 1,320 ;
Pewnsylvania, with . *g6; New York, with 1,006 , and Wis
constn, with 7ou, come within one of equality with Germany
Although one of the smallest of the European nations, Swit-
sertand s amony the hrst as a manufacturer of dwvorces.
During the yea i question her courts granted Syg, but this
nunher is only ninety eight more than Tennessec. Then comes
Austria, with 763, only three more than Kentucky ; Great
Britan, 475, only twenty-four move than Colorado ; Italy, 118,
only two mote than Connecticut ; and Belgium, 354, only
twenty -nine more than Georgia.  All the other Europeian
countries e below the joolimit.  The best records are those
of Scotland  oninety-sin), Finland (sisy-two) and Ireland,
seven

As i Canada the power of granting divorces is
vested exclusively in the Senate, the number granted
is surprisingly few.  This is accounted for by the
fact that the process is sumewhat expensive.  Not
a few ill-assorted couples, however, take advantage
of the huspitality of owr neighbours, and seek in
their courts the release which the strict Canadian
law denies them.  No divoree Jaw can work satisfac-
torily and safeguard the temily that contravenes the
plain teaching of Scripturc.
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PARADISE REGAINED. The Poctical Works of
Jolmn Milton Edited by John Bradshaw, M.A,,
LL.ID. Inspector of Schools, Madras. (London.
Walter Scott ; Toronto: W. J. Gage & Co.)—The
Canterbury Poets series, of which this volume is one,
has decided merits  The standard-works, carefully
cdited by competent men, of the great English

.pocts, are reproduced in neat and convenient form,
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and ata most reasonable rate. The present volume
contains “ Paradise Regained.” and the nunor pocins
of John Milton.

Ty ENGLisH Porrs: lLessing, Rousscan:
sssays by Jamnes Russell Lowell, with * An Apology
{or a Preface.”  (London: Walter Scott 1 Totonto:
W. J. Gage & Co) - Perhaps no living essayist is
more generally appreciated than is James Russell
Lowecil, whose * Biglow Papers ” ushered him into
fame many years ago.  Ilis essays published in this
volume of the Cameclot 'series are most interestingly
and tastefully written, evidencing that he s thos.
oughly appreciative of all that is best and  purest
in  English poctic literature,

SSAvs oF Witniad Haznimn e Selected and
ldited, with Introduction and Notes. By Frank
Carr. (London: Walter Scott; Toronto : W. ],
Gage & Co.,—Young readers of the present day who
desire to have a general acquaintance with English
litcrature, cannot afford to overlook the claims on their
attention ot a writer of such cminence as William
Hazlitt.  During his lifetime, his writings werc
highly prized, and as an evidence of the valuc still
sct upon them, it has been thought expedient to give
them a place in the Camelot series. 3

Live or Frigorion Samier. By Howy
W, Nevinson. London. Walter Scott; Toronto:
W. J. Gage & Co.—In the Great Writers Serics,
issued by the enterprising publishers here named,
an excellent biography of onc of the great Weimar
literary lights is given.  Ifriedrich Schiller has not
only a high place assigned him in his native
country, but his works arc welcomed wherever litera-
ture is cultivated and appreciated.  The story of his
life and literary activity is admirably told by Mr.
Nevinson, in this compact little “volume.

SAMUEL AND Saul: Their Lives and Times,
By Rev. William J. Deane, M.A., Rector of Ashen,
IEssex, (New York: Anson D. I. Randolph &
Co.)—The enterprising publisher is issuing simul-
tancously with an laglisly house an admirable series
of handy and compact volumes in “Men of the
Bible.,” This is another volume of that excellent
scries. Much varied and careful rescarch has been
exercised in its preparation, and the book will be
found very useful to all who endeavour to have a
definite and accurate knowledge of Holy Scripture,

Isatant: Mis Live b Tives, And the
Writings that bear His Namce, By Rev. S. R, Driver,
N.D., Regius Professor of lebrew, and Canon of
Christ Church, Oxford. (New York: Anson D, I,
Randolph & Co.) This is not a large work, but it
is the result of very scholarly and diligent labour.
It is historical and critical, casting much light on the
structure and meaning of the prophecies of Tsawah,
It will be read witih much interest and  profit by the
thoughtful Christian, thongh he may decline to
accept some of the conclusions rgached by the learned
Oxford Iebrew professor.,

Tor ENGLISH TLLUS TRATED MAGAZINE,. (New
York. Macmillan & Co.) The Aprit number presents
as @ frontispicce an eograving of 1Feyen Perrm's pic-
ture, “ A\ Reverie,” and Algernon Charles Swinburne
contributes 4 poem “ A Jacobite's Exile.”  The des-
criptive illustrated "papers are. *On Two Shores,”
“A Suburban Gatden,” and Fielding's song * A Hunt-
ing we will go,” with quaint illustrations by Hugh
Thompson.  Archibald Forbes tells us in his swn
forceful way, “ [Tow *The Crayture’ got on the
Strength,” F. Marion Crawford's serial is continued,
and a newone * The Better Man,” by Arthur Pater-
son, is begun.

THE PrESBVUCERIAN REVIEW.  (New York:
Charles Scribner’s Sons, Toronto . James Bain &
Son)  Though published in New York this able
quarterly is in reality of international interest.  In
the list of associate editors the names of Professors
Fling, Calderwooud, W. G. Blaikic, Withrow, Caven,
and Dr. J. Munro Gibson, appear.  The issuc for
the current quarter is to the thoughtful rcader very
attractive. .\mong the subjccts treatedvare, ** The
American Sunday School,” by the Rev. Manicius L.
[utton, D.D., “ The Theology of Ritschl,” by Rev.
George Galloway, D.D., * The Differences between
the Oratorical and the Rhetorical Styles,” by Prof.
Thomas S. Hastings, D.D.; * Concessions to Sci-
ence,” by Professor George Macloskic, LL.D.; “Ro-
mattism as 2 Factor in Canadian Politics,” by Rev.
T. F. Fotheringham; “The KEgyptian Nile as a
Civilizer,” by Prof. Lansing, D.D.; * Cousiliz Evan-
gelice,” by Rev. Talbot W. Chambers, D.D., LL.D.;
“Woman’s Position and-Work in the Church,” by
Rev. Samuel T. Nichols, D.D., LLLD. Then the
number contains critical notices of-all the recent
works of any importance in theological and-general
literature.



