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SQLUABUHLING QVER MATTRRS OF
DETAIL

BY KNOXONIAN.

In a recent fecture, Principal MacVizar as reported
to have said that much of the unbelicf we have to
contend agminst in Churches is caused by * seeing
Chuer ke often renl asundes by minar diflren, +s wnd
squabbling over matters of detnil

That sentence opens ub a mine that we have often
thought is nnt sufficiently worked. A large propor-
tion of the practical unbelief found in many of our
congregations is produced in the very way desenbed
by the Principal  VMen who ought to be leaders in
spiritual matters maguify non-essentials  discuss
trifles, and squabble over petty details, until they and
cverybody in the congregation forget -if they ever
knew that the main work of the Church is to glorify
God by the salvation of souls and the editication of
His people Congregations are sometimes so bosy
with the squablling that you might visit them and
come away, if you indged nierely by what vou saw
and heard, without the slightest <uspicion that any.
body there had a soul to save Little trumpery mat-
ters, not worth tive minutes' discyssion, are pushed
into and kept in the foreground, while the vital
work for which the Church evists is belittled or
ignored. And, with shame be it said, the people wha
squabble over petty details, and ignore the vital wark
of #*» Church, are too often people who claim to be
Pre -rians of the most orthndox type Tao aften
they base their claim on their ability tn squabhle
over the small end of nothing

Let us take a ramble aver the enuntry. and see how
Churches are often rent by minnr ditferences and
syuabbles over details

Here is a Chureh that s heing rent abaut 4 ques.
tion of posture in worship  The people vsed to stand
at prayer, and sit while they sang. and nnw snimebndy
wants to sit at praver, and sing standing 7Zian is
convulsed The leaders take sides  The parties are
formed The noses are rounted  VMen who never
pray sitting or standing, or in any other posture, fight
the hardest and make the most noise  Who in that
crowd thinks that the main work of the Churchis to
save souls and edify saints > There are a few people
in the Chugch, however, who are thinking very seri-
ously, and what they think .s, that religion is a fraud.
And these thinking few who are being driven into un-
belief are very often the sons and daughters of the
fighters.

Here is a Church bravely wrestling with the me-
lodeon question  More energy is displayed in fight-
ing about that little melodeon in a month than has
been displayed in fighting the world, the flesh and
the devil for the last tea years.  Men who have never
been in prayer meeting 1n titeir hives will run every
night to a meeting about the melodeon, and rise at
midnight to break into the church, and throw the little
melodeon out

Who ever thinks about the conversion of souls, or
the edification of saints, while a melodeon controversy
isgoing on > Could the distinguished teaders 1n that
great ecclesiastical struggle be expected to come
down for a moment to such small considerat-ons as
conversion and sanctification® No, not for a moment.
The squabble must go on, no matter where men go.

And herce is a Church that has a squabble on the
hymn question. One party thinks 1t quite night to
sing about poising the steady pole on the boundless
void of space, and to apostrophize Iazy people, and tell
them to look at the ants, but aitogether wrang to sing
“ Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me,” and * Jesus, Lover of
My Soul.” 5o the squabble goes on. and whule it goes
on, the devil takes gooed care to put in s work

Sopetimes one meets 2 congregation that s syuab-
bling over the question whether they have heard the
Gospel or not.  Some stranger has wisited a village
or rural Church, and announced hauself as « great
evangelist from New York, or kngland, o1 Scotland.
These peopte always announce themselves as coming
from a large place. They know night well that there
are a great many fools in this world who estimate
every man by the swze of the place he says hie «omes
from. The evangelist preaches a while, and some

people discover that he does not preach the Gosped,
winlst others declare that ihiey neves heard the Lua-

pel before. ‘The squabble goes on for a while, and
one thing Lecomes painfully clear, and that is, that
neither party 1s much under the power of the Gospel.

In a few places you may find the people greatly
exercised over what they call Popish Aggression. By
means wlich all know, they were led about a year
ago, to think that there was a “crisis” on hand,
The Ontario Government were probably gelling out
timber for martycs’ stakes. These excellent people
fear the thraldom of Popery. The theallom of neau-
ness, the thraldom of penuriousness, the thraldom of
mggardhiness, the thraldom that leads a man to hide
behind his woodpite when the collector comes round,
they have no fear of. Some of them don't even dread
the thraldom of whiskey. Rome is what they dread,
and they discuss Romsh aggression so much that
they forget to pay their numstet’s salary, fotget to give
anything for imssions, forget to pray, forget faquly
worship ; 1 fact forget that they and thew children
have souls that were ever intended to do anything
but curse Rome. Neighbours and young peaple who
kaow that the hives of somg of these men arc not au
pure as the ufec of muny a Roman Catholic ancer at
the so-catied champions of f'cotestantism, and conclude
that rebigion s a humbug,

Any sccondary matter that s pushed into a first
place by squabbling produtes unbehief, and dves an
unmense amount of harm.

HEAT TH RESORTS IN THE SOUTH oF
FNGLAND.

BOL RNEMOUTH

ts now one of the most frequented health resorts in
Fngland. Since our arnval, we have met several
from Canada, some from Toronto, some from London,
and others from Belleville, as well as several from the
United States The great majority, however, are
from the more northerly counties of kngland. It
1s situated on a large bay at the western extremty of
Hampshire, close to Dursetshure. The bay 1s bounded
on the west by the Isle of Purbeck, and the emrance
to the town of Poole tin the east ts a long neck of
land called Chnstchurch Head, just opposite to The
Needles, the white cuifis on the west of the Isle ot
Wight. From point to paint of these headlands 1s a
distance of fourteen mtles. The sea shore all round
consists of clean, fine sund, which gives an opportumty
both for pedesinian and equestrian exercise from
Poole Harbour to Chnstchurch Bay. The bold and
varied forms of the projecting chffs, and the coves
which 1indent them, make a constant change in the
scenes. [he tides, owing to the presence of the Isle cf
Wight, are such as make 1t diticult to know whether
1it1s high or low water. This, as 1n the case of the
Mednterranean, causes the sea to be far more charm-
tny to the eye than the long tracts of bare sands
to be seen at fow water in the north of England.

On these sands children are always to be seen
digging and nlaying . and here, too, invalids stroll, in-.
hahng the sea ar, while protected from all winds
but the south, by the chifis which are from tooto
120 feet lugh. These chiffs are being graduafly worn
dowa, and carnied seaward to form land or rock in
some future geologic age. The bathing in summer
must be dehightiul, asthere are no rouks.

THE TOWN

extends some four nules 3 lenpth, being buit on two
chffs, and on the slopes of the intervening valley,
which bas been converted into pleasurs gardens,
runmng more than a mile from the beach i & north-
west ditection.  Through these gardens flaws a
streamlet - the Bourne which, after rippling over
tiny cascades and under rustic bridges, pursues its
short course to the sea.

On cach side of this brook are well kept lawns, -
terseuted with beds of rhodoedendrons, plants, tulips
and other flowers which must tock brighr and pretty
w sprng anu suminct.  Lhe sloping borders on either
side of the valley are planted with evergreens, de
aduous trees and shrubs, and higher up with pines 1n
great vanety.  Quuet secluded pathslead mnall direc-
tions, and seats are provided for imvalids and the
public generally. The East and West Cliffs are both
sheltered by pines - the Eastthe most. The West Cliff
15 sard to be more bracing and 1s of course drier than
the valley. 4in the sumingt of the nlls the air is pure
and invigorating, but strange to say, thesc conditions
ate hanged «t might, the high lands being watmer

than the lowes and more sheliered pasts, s i sapd

to be particularly noticeable in the western district,
All persons, therefore, who come here in search of
hicalth, can find what their pecubiar troubles may de.
mand, ft (s something to be able to have a choice
within 1o great distance.  Thicre are ravroad stations
on both cliffs, and these are connected by a line which
is soon to be opened.
THE PIER OR PROMENADE

13 the great centre of attraction, It runs drrect south
from The Gardens, somne 838 feet o the cea, being
tlurty-five feet wide at the entance, and at the ex
tremity 11u feet, Theie aie glass suieens on both
sides, which protect fiom the wind w.thout excluding
the view. Comfurtable seats are arranged so as to

" gwve shelter w all kinds of weather, and mvalids st

readiay and histening to the band, which plays daily
at cenam hours.  The prospect from the pier in
bright weather must be Jetighiful on all sides. To
the west 1s the Isle of Purbeck, wm front of which
stands the perper. acular pillars known as “Old
Harry,” and not far off s another which has heen
named * His Wife.," To the east is Christchurch
Head and The Needles large ledges of rock ut the
western eateenuty of the Isle of Wizht. The pier
must be a lively place in summer, when excursion
steamers are arnving from and departing to all the
ports around the coast. It was only about 1854 that
Bournemouth
ATIAIRED ANY IMPORIANCE

enther as regards size or reputation as a health resort.
Now each year adds to 1ts populanty, so that in sum-
mer 1t s full of pleasure scekers, and i winter full
of mvalids. Medical men have written it up, some
thunk far beyond its merits. In October, when we
arnived, the weather was very fine, and during No-
vember and December, so far anything more dreary
and dismal for delicate persons I can hardly conceive.
It 1s certainly not cold, and perhaps those from the
north may find it comparatively pleasant. The sun
oucastonally shines out between showers and then the
aitis enjoyable. {tisceitunly not a place of winter resi
dence for those who possess a measure of good health,
for the hunudity of the aunosphere and the unsocial
character are sufficient to drive away to baghter skies
and hivelier scenes all who are nut compelied to re
man, and who must find company . the society of
men and women described 1n novels and romances.

1HE SANI1ARY ARRANGEMENTS
are all that could be desirted. The houses on the
chffs are detached, admitting o current of aw all
round them. They are bwlt on sandy soil, through
which rain percolates and leaves the surface dry.
The local authorities spare no expense in keeping the
streets and roads perfectly dican and free from garbage
of every kind. The drainage 15 admirable, being car-
ned out far to sea. The water supplied to the town is
pure and soft. ‘The hotels are excellent, the churches
numerous and handsome, lectures frequent 1n some of
the halls ; concerts are held in the town hall, and
bands play everywhere. There 1s also a club on th
seashore where elderly gentlemen read the papers and
play wiust. There are afternoon tea parties where the
ladies meet and chat for an hour or nwore.  Such are
the mild enjoyments of the place.

The whele district around 1s on the chalk, over
which are beds of whitish clay and sand. This table
land has a barren, sandy and flinty seil, covered with
vanous heaths, gorze and plantations of fir, which
give acertain attractiveness to the neighbourhood.
Between these pine woods and the <hiffs are walks,
exposed to the bracag ar of the sea.  The chifs are
broken wherever a streamlet occurs, nto ravines of
vartous lengths and widths, according to the size of the
stream. These openings are called here, as in the
Isle of Wight, by the naine of

CHINEs,

which cause 1 lung  letour, just as happens so often
on the shores of the Meduterranean These chines
are amongst the best known geolagical features of the
district, and occur under other names wherever the
same physical «o .sesoperate  They are deep fissures
o« gulleys eaten out of the soft strata of the lower
geeensand by the action of running water, and derive
their name from the Anglo-Saxon “cine,” or “cyne,’
a cleft. The verb “to chine” was used by Spenser
in the * Facric Queenc”

Where biting deepe, 10 Jeadty it imiprest

That quite it chyned hic backe behind the sell
Dryden also uses the same word  * He thay w e
day did chine the lopg nb'd Apennine ©




