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Mr. King agree in pressing the claims of the Supple.
mental Fund on the support of the Church as a
matter of equity, is evidence that neither holds this
principle as hare stated, DBut to paes over state.
ments of this kind, and to come to what Mr. MclLeod
appears to consider a point of great importance.
He claims— and in this “* Watehman” appears tongree
with him -that under the Sustentation Scheme the
pastor is the servant of the whole Church, while by
the Supplemental one he is made the servant of the
congregation inte the charge of which he has bsen
inducted ; and that thie difference between these two
things is so great that the pastor is degraded under
the latter, and made nothing better than a hiteling,
Now, there is surely some misapprehension here.
Mr. McLeod will admit that in the Presbytetian
Chuich the congregation calls the minister, and that
the call is not stmply, as in the Methodist Church, an
invitation which a congregation may or may not ad-
dress to the percon whose services it desires to secure
for a limited period—it is in ordinary circumstances
indispensable as furnishing the grcund on which the
Church proceeds in inducting the minister into the
pastoral charge. He will futther admit that a
minister so called and inducted sustains a special
relation tv the congregation whose call he has ac-
cepted, giving it a claim for the time being on his
service which no other congregation of the body
possessce.  He scrves it first and most. e serves
the whole Church chiefly through his service of it.
it has a clam on his tume and thought and
sympathy which the general body even does not

posséss.  Mr. McLeod will surely not claim that a
minister ts humibated in becoming the servant of a
congregation in this sense—the only scriptural one—of
the word, at least the sense in which the Apostle uses
it when wnung to the Cornnthians; he says, * We
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord ; and
ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.” Everything,
in truth, depends an the motive. Let thiscr- “for
Jesus’ sake,” be present, and the most highly gifted
1s only honoured in being the servant, not of a con-
gregauion only, but of 1ts humblest member.  Allthis |
15, or shoutd be, axiomatic among Christian people. |
\Well, ther, does the mere fact of the minister receiving
his salary directly from the congregation entirely
change, as Mr. McLeod appears to think, the char-
acter of the relauonshp, making the congregation his
master, placing lum " cader u,” layiog him under
obligation to gine * obedience ” to1t, and converting |
him into a hireing?  durely not.  LE the teceipt of
salary dueectly from the congregation make the per-
son receiving it more its servant and less the servant
of the whole Church, then it will follow that the
minister of the smallest Lowland and khghland con-
gregauon in the Free Church of Scotland, and who
receives h.s whole income from the Sustentation
Fund, 15 nure truly the servant ot the whole Church
than the munister of St. George's, Edinburgh, whose
<ongrigation contributes indeed thousands to the
Sustentaticn Fund, but who himself recewves the
greater part of hiy salary, not from the Fund, but
directly from the corgregation uselt, thus furmshing a
aew and sutprising application of the words, “ The
first shall be last, and the last first.”

I had intended 10 say something on the letter of
“ Watchman,” but this commur.ication 1s long enough,
and almost ail the points in * Watchman’s? letter
have becen met by anticipation, enther in this or in
former letters. Besides, I have htle hope that by
anything 1 could wnte, the shghtest impression could
be madc on one who, in the face of all that has been
written and spoken, could pen a sentence at once so
groundless and so cffensive as : “ The Supplemental
Scheme denies the 22242 of the minister to receive
any support from the Church, excepling in tite form of
charily, 1o relieve actual want.” Lut without entering
on any detailed cniticism of ** Watchman'’s ” points of
difference and of resemblance, of advantage and of
disadvantage, between the two Schemes, I would
vanture to ask an explanation of two statements:
First, *“the Sustentation Schere,” it is said, * pro.
ceeds upon the principle that the Church owes as
liberal a support to the mnister who has charge of a
weak congregation as ske does to the minister who
has charge of the wealtluest;” and again, “in the
matter of suppors, t places a/l her ministers upon an
egual footiy before the Charch.,”  'Will** Watchman ?
show the consistency of this statement with the re-
striction of the support in the case of aid receiving

congregations, to the equal dividend, and the per.
mission exiended to ald.giving congregations to sup-
plement this equal dividend by any amount they
cheese ?

Seccnd, “the Supplemental Scheme” recognises
aud treats the ministers who are aided by it “as
paupers.” A preacher labouring in a Misslon field
derives a part of his income from the Home Mission
Fund. *Watchman? will probably not be so lavish
in the use of his degrading epithet asto apply it to
such a labourer. ‘The preacher in the course of time
receives a call to labour as settled pastor in this field,
not yet strong onough to be self.supporting. Wil
“ Watchman” cxplain how the aid which was given
to the field before, as a matter of equity, and without
any degradailon of the labourer, becomes an act of
chatity, and makes the labeurer what I shrink {rom
writing, now that he serves it in the capacity of an
ordained minister? Joux M, KiNe.

Toronty, Feb, 25th, 2852,

CHURCH BUILDING FUND FOR MAN!-
7084 AND THE NORTH-WEST,

MR, EDITOR,—Thers will be general if not uni.
versal satisfaction at the auspicious commencement
at Winnipeg, by Mr, Robertson, of the proposed
Fund to aid in the erection of churches and manses
in the North-\Vast, It is just pessible that it weuld
have been wise to confine the effort to the first of
these objects, leaving the manse to be sul equently
provided. However, it is probable thi. church
building will stand first in point of time, as it un-
questionalby does in importance. in this movement
the whole Church is interested, and all must desire
that it will be conducted in the way which gives
promise of the greatest and best results.

According to the published rules of the Fund—aot
yet, however, sanctioned by the General Assembly—
all sums contributed will be invested, and only the
interest used, unless special request to the contrary
is made by the donors, This means, as 1 understand
it, that the projectors of the movement, who to a
cwntain extent represent the Church, deiermine to
advise the investment plan, and to act on 1, except |
where subscribers request their donations to be used
otherwise.

The sincerest desire for the accomplishment ot the |
otject constrains to the respectful submission ot the |
T1estion, whether the end sought would not be more
fully attained by applying funds contributed more
directly ? In other words, is it wise atsuch a juncture,
when demands for places of worship are so clamant,
and from so many quarters, to lay away money and
use only the interext? [t will not be denied nor
questioned, that the next five or ten years wul call for
aid with special urgency , and to meet the demand
will t2x to the utmost the energies and hiberality of
our people without as well as within this great
western tertitory ; and the question comes up and
should be well considered, is it wise for us to divert
from the supply of smmediate and urgent need, the
Christian liberality of our people so far as to accept
only the interest ?

In Winnipeg, where, most appropriately, the sub-
scription bas been opened, the sum of $24 000 was soon
put down, and is likely to be increased. Now, the
$24,000 at five per cent. will give $1,200 perannum,and
at six per cent. $1.4J0—a sum which could aid enly
threechurches each year,at the rate of about $500 each,
or fiveat $:00. If the sumsubscribed, however, were
placed unreservedly at the disposal of the Commiittee,
and urgent cases should exist, the Committes could
give $600 each to eight churches per year, or toforty
in five years, and the same sum to five or six more
from interest accruing during the five years curtent,
making forty-five and nearly forty-six in all against
fitecn. The same principle applies to the use of
$50,000 or $100,000, which, howeve:, might be made
to cover a much longer time.

It will, of course, be replied, “ But then your money,
at the expiration of the years referred to, will be ex-
hausted.” True, but it will have served its end effectu-
ally, It will have helped in weakness, helped into
strength, scores of charges whose duty, plcasuse and
profit it will then be to carry on the work by aiding
their struggling brethren in the newer and poorer
districts.

The interest plan assumes that the Church in tae
Nerth-West has no special need of these buildings

thousand years hence. It proposes to give the same
help now, and centurlos hence, ahen our help may
not be needed. In fact, by confining ourselves tothe
Interest plan, wa say, as it seems to me, that we
have little faith in the fututa of our Church in the
North-West, and in the expansive power of tho
Gospel. e act as though we did not expect Chuls.
tian men cut there to acquire wealth, and to come.
crate it to the extension of the Lord's cause, Our
thousands are wanted now very specially, and wall
be wanted in the near future with equal urgency,
but we tnstruct our men of wealth to place restrictions
on the Committer:, so that only a fraction of what they
have given can é¢ exdended when the case is most
clamant, Igthis wise? Is it necessary?

I1f the whole hundred thousand should be used,
will it not have been used to good purpose? Will
there not be then strong churches in the Far West,
and a new race of merchant princes, and wealthy land
culiivators, and /i've men cast and west, who will
raise another hundsed theurand if it should be re.
quired ?

“But the money has been subscribed on thete
terms.” ‘True, but if che subscribers had teen asked
to place their subscriptions at the disposal of the
Committee without the restriction of Rule Fifth, itis
probable that three.fourths of them would have con.
sented, and given just as cheerfully; and the sub-
scribers are not so numerous but that their wishes
could be ascertained, and their concurrence given if
another course were deemed preferable.,

Of course, those who wish that only the interest ot
their donation should be used, should have their in-
structions carried out ; but what seems to me undesir.
able isthat the Church should in effect say, “ \Ve edvise
you to reslrict us, We will invest your money and
bind ourselves to use nothing but interest, unless you
make special request o the contraty.” I wouid reverse
it, and say, if you wish your money invested, say so;
but if we are not so instiucted, 1t will be at the disposal
of the Committee, to be used as they see best for the
furtherance of the great objects contemplated,

The consideration of the one point raised by this
letter is respecifully requested. The requestis sub-
mitted with some hesitation and diffidence, because
but a small portion of the fund to be raised willcome
from this part ¢f the Church. Sull, the first thousand
was offered a yeat ago from a geatleman w the
extreme Last,a member of the congregation of Rev. L.
G. McNeill, of St. John's, Newfuundland, and 1t is fur
theinterest of all that the wisest and best course should
be pursued. P. G. McGREGOR.

Halifax, February 14th.

AT the annual entertainment of Chalmers Churct,
Rirhmond, Quebec,, recently held, the pastor, Rev.
F A Dewey, presided, and the Rev. James Black, ot
Montreal, delivered a lecture on “Crotchets and
Fallacies” to an appreciative audience,

‘THE annual meeung of the congregation of Willis
Church, Clinton, was held on the 3ist ult. After
devotonial exercises, Mr, A, Matheson was appointed
chairman, and Mr. Mallock secretary. The annual
report showed the finances to be in a very satisfactory
condition. Messrs M, McTaggart, Wm, Craig and
Charles Avery were re-clected as trustees,and Messrs
Menzies and Turnbull as auditors. Mr, McTapgant
was also appointed treasurer. The salary of tue Rev,
A. Stewart was raised $100 per year, makung it $1,100
with manse, After a Iengthy discussion on the new
church question, it was decided to build ; but it was
agreed to defer the choice of a site uniil the r4th
inst.—CoM.

IN the last annual report of the Barrie Presby-
terian congregation Board of Managers the following
statement appears ; “ They cannot refrain from say.
ing that they consider the congregation in a healthier
state now than it ever was before; certainly it is so
financially, although from the large emigration to the
North-West it is aumerically smaller. For unanimity
of feeling, regularity of contributions, and liberality
without pressure or special effert of any kind, we
have reached a higher average than we have ever
done Lefore.” During the year the congregation con-
tributed $306 for the Schemes of the Chusch, for
which also the Sabbath school raised $110; and S10t
for other purposes, making a total income for the
year of $2,92481. Under the able and efficient
pastorate of the Rev. J. Leiper, a still larger measure

sy

now, beyond what it will have onc hundred or a | of presperity may be confidently anticipated.—Cob,



