
churches to apsociate in their services those outside the folà, but wve do know
that it was thçir constant cus.tomn to meet as disciples, to ratify their union and
to express thocir deepest reverence and trust in the symbols of wlidh Christ
had sniid, ' Do tlus iii reniembrance ofe o;' and an apostie liad added, ' As
oftca ils ye cat tluis brend and drink this wine, ye do show forth the L.ard's
deatu tilt lie couic.' Thïis was flioir lioly service, thcir Lord's day festival,
repeated every week svit l fafith and gladnless over fresh. Ouîr modern Non-
conformnist chuircus hiave-for the mont part changcd it te a monthly celobration.
Is it ainiss to ask whcther the ulteration, however sanctioned by custom, is
wvise ? W/o, at toast, spoak often, ani rigluItfully, of apostolie procedents and
ordor ; why theu shotild wue disrcgard tho precodent bore ? TIhe recommenda-
tion to observe it niay soinetimes corne fronti stnspiciotîs quarters ; but itis al
the more imnportanut to consider it uipoti its own nrts ; and w~hat defetice liave
we to miake against the ' Pltymouthu Brother ' on the o luamj, 'Who points ils to
the New Testamnent pattern ; or tîem& 'Anflo Catholic' on the other, wluo pleads
tlue example of flie aticient ehurheles ? If literalisis are narrow, and rituailistB
are superstitions, sliouldt Bauptists, theretore, flot bo scriptural ? True,'4hore is
a liberty iu things itidifferont, which chtirchos may rightly claim ? but this
appears a inatter of luigh importance, amI I for one canniot forbear to express
tho conviction tiut one mark of a revivod and apostolie con-rc'-ationalismn will
be tîmat tîme cliturches, voluntarily andi iti ono accord, iÇillp corne togrether,
steadily, like tlue chutrcli at Trous, ' on the first, day of the weok to break
brcndi.'

"To p âss once more from the chnrch te the congregation ? ive remark hat
the worship of the sanctuary shouild be regirded as of supreme importance.

"'L'ue epruchis omeQmosdircte aginst ovangelical Nonconformists,
thut they g ive te worship a secondary position. ''ITle sermon,' it is said, ' is
the principal tluing. Peoople go tg the Ilouse of' God to hear the preaçlier, and
the prayer and praise are incidenttai.'

"Soe habits among-, us rnay seem to give colour te LIais charge. Oný
apeciai occasions it doos occasiottuliy happen that prayer aud praise are caiied
'tic introductory parts of the servire,' instead of constittiaig the service 'itseWf.

IlPrayers a re curtailod, even omittcd, that more room ay be giveu to the
discourse. Or perluaps hynins are intro&dcçe(t, radher as a varicty titan te utter
the irropressibie spirit of gratitude and.of holy joy. Speaker wants rest, audi-
tors ivant a change of posture ; so, in a parenthiesis, the meeting praises God.
WaLt of punctuality ia a congregatioa i8 sometimes covered by a pi'eliminary
hymn. I)urng prayçr, reading; exhortation, ail Jute corners would pause
revereatly at 'fie door, but while the worshippers are singing the ai8ies are
open.

"Sueli things, iL may be, are but trilles in themuselves.; yet they indicate a
tendeacy to undervalue thât whicu is in fact the higher social exorcise of our
religion. Nothia ia wbieh we oaa be engaged is so grand and soiema as
prayer and praise. 0f these exercises wvè mnust think rightly before we can con-
dueL them wvith ail fitting solemaîty. And te whate-ver otI4er.reIigious engage-
ments the ' free spirit' of the *Gospel niay eaU us, we shail certainly do iveil
to arranoee them ail in harmony with the prophetie word uttered in old Testa-
ment turnes te flnd its.highest fulfillment in the New, 1 My house shall be cail-
ed the house of p'ra.yer for ail people.'"

Speaking of extempore prayers the writer says :-I « Sorne prayers indeed
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