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Chnistinnity oftea did.  From theso covsiderations
he inforred that at tho timo of its establishment,
thoro exis'ed an absoluto, positive, and unporious
necessity for a socioty of that uature.  This socioty
too possessed an advantage which it had net in
common with .any others; namely, thatit brought
together various donominations of Cliristians, for
the hioly purposo of diltusing Scriptural truths. A
‘mbro admirablo body of roligious instruction wasnn
whore to bo foond, than the publications which that
‘sdcioty embracetl. They abounded*with simple in-
terestiug uaeratives. stited to cvety 'state, to every
degroo of education, 1o overy rank of iutellect. They
abounded with plain Christiun truths, fit to build

en up in Christian faith and Holiress. He had lit-
tlo moro to add, excopt to oxpress his trust that tho,
wociéty would recoive tlidt support which tho de-'
mauds of the Christian world mudo neeessary; its
rosults singly wers bodutiful and effective, while in
conncction with other religious institutions it was
ptoductive of harmouy aad force.

Br. Jones (the assistant-secretary) thea read let-
ters from Lord Gambier and Mouutcashol, apologis-
ing for their absence from tho mesting, and detadod
tue riso and progress of the society ; the general re-
“sult of which will ba anpreciated by the intoresting
fact mentioned in the first resolution.

The Rov. W. Marsh (of Colchester) said, that
wheu he looked around him, and witeessed the ef-
fects which that society had produced, he could not
express the wonder which filled his mind. He en-
tronted them to remember in a good sense, as woll
as,in a bad, ** how groat a matter a httles fire hind-
leth.” There were two individuals, the one i+ lie-

That the pragioss of education, and tho werenso
of reatldrs among the lower classes of socioty, oall
on Christions to cmploy the press to a greater ox-
tent than bitherto, in ordor to cheok the circulation
of injurious works, and advaoco the kuowledge of
puro and unidohled {cligion.

«T will now (said tho reverend gentlemmm) call
your aftention to the state of tho church of Christin
tho onst of Furope, aud to our hopes and prospects
respecting it.  In less than five yeats uo less*than
60,000 tracts wero distributed ; Indeed tire greater
part of them weresent forth in three years.  'They
were in ltalian, modern Greok, Atmenian,
and other languages: but even great as the numb-r
of 60,000 appoars, the numerical amount would
have been much greater hnd tho works in question
heen #s small as those which you nsually distribute.
‘T'he taste of the people to whose wishes we had to
accommadate oursclyes demanded works of greater
bulk, thas it is that many o0 ours form substantail
volumes. Wo are bound in an especial wmanner to
hear in miud tho strong claim which Greece hus up-
on this country. Eight yosars ago, on this very
wock, so aptly called the religious week, I happea-
od to be attending a meoting in this metropolis,
when under eircumstances the most unlooked for,
the most fearful horrors were perpetrated at Con-
stantinople. It was a period of general peace and
tranquility when that awful revolution ‘broke out.
fwmediately on the broaking out of this revelution
on IZaster-day, whilothe patriarch and his priestsin
their dresses of ceremony were engaged in Divino
worship, they weredraggzed from the place of prayer
to A species of mock trial and were afterwards

land, the other not a handred wmiles from the metro-
olis, whose example in the matter of those tructs,
it might Le highly advantageous to follow.  They
were eachin the habit cvery year of publishiug
ono tract for the beneiit of their own people. Nouw |
to that be had not the slightest objection. He
should bio understood when lie said, that 1o com-
morce of that nature be desired to seo a perfectly
free trade. The Rev. Geatleman then passed to
soveral other topics, fu the courso of which he read
a lettes which he bad received from Germany. It
stated that a working blacksmith bad been brought,
to a knowledge of Jesus Christ, through the ageucy
of the veligious tract suciety. Tlo cawne fur a Bible,
the prico of which was 1s. 4d; be dec ared his ina-
bility to pay that sum. He went ho'no and had a
shavel, and gave itfor the Bible. The shovel now
hangs up in the study of the writer of the letter in
question.  The smith soon aftersards paid asothery
visit, bringing with him a pair of tongs, saying, that
they too must be accepted, for that be had paid too
Tittle for his Bible. The reverend gentleinan catreated
2ll present to let this circumstavce remain .agra-
ven on their hoarts, and to think that they likewiso
had paidtoo little for thoir Bibles. Iic then moved—

That the circulation, siace the year 1799, of ons|
handred and thirty millious of publications 1a forty- |
eight lauguages, demaunds tho grattude of all per-
sons who arc seching the diffus.on of religious truth
in the world.

Tho Rev. John Hatchard (Viear of St. John's
Plymouth) seconded the resolution. He called the
attention of the mcetng to a circumstance that tnust
of course ho well known to them, that in the course
of the present year the port of Plymouth had heen
visited by a hody o1 Portuguese refugees. Soon
after their arrival there, he received a lotter from
the Dowager Lady Grey, formiag him, that she
bad soat by a ship, then in the harbour, 2 supply
of Bibles for the use of thoso unhappy ndividuals
at the same timo ho received a great number of the
tracts pubhished by that society. ~ He lost no time in
distributing those publications amongst the refugecs.
Aftor a ume, a roport was circulated that he was an
agoot of Don Miguel, and for a ime was viewed
with suspicion. (Lau%hlcr.) But when tho Por-
tugueso tracts wore nothing more than expositiens of
the rehigion of our Lord and  Saviour Jesus  Ghinst,
judges, preests, officers of high rank and venown n
tha army. soldiers, women, clsldren, all recoived
them with gratitude and joy.

The Rav. W. Jorwett (of Malta) rose to move
tho'n#xtresolation.  He said ho should merely road
it, and ledving others to doseant on it, procetd to
topics with which, from tus connexion with tho Me-
diterranonn, -he was of courso botter acquainted.
fle thon read tho resolutiqn, asfollows :—

|

bronght back to the chapel wherein they had been
ufficiating, and hanged from a heam in the roof.
From that pe.iod till the occuronce of reteuntimpor
* _ eveqts, the revolution proceeded with anabated
fury till Mlood touched blood. I saw the members
of the college at Scio scattered; I saw the Greek,

lag bright eyed as the ancient Athenion ; I saw him

driven from his nntive home, and only a few of the
members of that college ronctied Corfu in shfety, to
avail themselves ¢ Yhe advantage of British protec-
tion. Ileave yon to amagine the sufferings which
youths in such circumstintes must have endured.
‘Ryon dfter that, a population of 120,000 .. .arri-
ed of,'5,000 males sluughtered in cold blood, and
the fomales carried iuto a captivity more dreadful
than death itself, and fidally they weve sout as slaves
into tho various provinces of the Turkish cmpire.
‘The end of all this has been, hotvsver, that the glo-
ry of God has been promuttd, and that his pe-
¢uliar providento in vespect to the interest of his
church was most especially miade manifest on the
otcasivn to which I am noiw alluding. When tra-
velling in Greeco I ‘have seldom found any books
in the houses of tho priests, éxcept, perhaps, a vo-
lume or two relating to the church servises, to mo-
mastic rules, or to some abstruse branch of theclo-
gy. Insome places, L havefound as many as fifty
folio volumes, filled with accounts of miracles per-
formed by the saiuts, and thirty with those of the
Virgin Mary. Ifound, however, almost all the
plays, novels, aud romances, that in the fresent day
contribute so Jarge a portion both of French and
Einglish literature. Though I'could say much more,
7 think I have mudo outa case sufficient to induce
the Religious T'ract Sucioty to minister to the spi-
ritual wants of tho Grocdks; and I bog 10 suggest
that if the present society will but open a particular
fund for the purpose, they will confer a lasting be-
vefit upon the Christian church, and upon a very
interesting portion of the human race.” Thorever-
rad gentleman was frequently applauded during the
dolivery of his speech.

The Rov. J. }gughcs. in seconding the resolution
‘snid that the institdtion of the Sunday School Sucio-
ty in the Jear scventeen bundred and eighty-Gve
which, under the Divine Llessing, had been the pa-
rent of much good mighthe said to be ‘the founda-
tiop of this socicty. ‘FTho Religious Tract Society,
indecd, might be considered the mild dawn of the
oveéning sky of the last centu When o stated
that it was the cradle of tho British and Foreign Bi-
bly Society, be pronounced upon ita high onlogiuwm,
and his royerend friend, Mr. lowland Hill, noar bim
if he'had the opportusity of physical strength, would
bear him outir whatbe bad stuted.  In his opinion,
justice had not been done to the usefulacss of tho
socioty by tha name which had been given to it for

it ought to bo called the * Britisk and Foreign” So-

ciety, and be wus sure no jenlousy would be felt in
any quarter from thisnew Henomipation. It was
Jiona fide British and Foreign ; an association, nat
of nomiaal Christinns, but of tho followers of God
in Cnuist Jesus, lnbouring for tho conversion of tlie
inifidel i#nd the pagan.

Tte Rev. Dr. Steinkapll, foreign Soeratary -to
the institution, said, 1t was in the parlour of Hr.
Hughes, « -gentisman whose namo will be .over «pn-
deared to all Christians, that ko and some other
friends nvet for the first timo upon the bmsmews of
this socicty-some yéars ugo. ‘They began witha
prayerto the Lonl, he‘ccching him to prosperthoir
undertakings ; aad itwould not be arrogance now
to say that their humble petition bad ‘heen

ranted. He could uow look upou it asbaving dif-
used 1:30 milliny of tracts, in not onlyshe langua-
ges of Great Britain, but forty-eight dilievent langua-
ges, us sending hittle messeagery of peace in differ-
-ent directions, over the mountains nod through the
valleys -of Switzerland, through Iceland, several

arts of tho Russian empire, hlaltn, Greece, and

alestine. (Applause.) And when oue consider-
ed the good which even one of these little tracts
might prodoce, the reflection was delightful. The
late Mr. Leigh Richmond had stated, that from bis
own observation no less then thirty persons had been
henefited by a single tract. How plensing, then,
from this fact, was the inference of the immente
good which might he dote by the dilfusion of so
many. He recollected when these tracts wete first
heginning to be circulated, there were as many as
30,000 or 40,000 French priscners of war in the
country. These tracty weresentin vumbers tothoso
poor captives, who, ifii wvasonly for the ammusement
which 30 many works in theirown laoguage dfford-
ed) read them with avidity, and recerved them with
thankfolness. Heshould never forget one Frenchs
officer, who bad hzea taken prisoner in Portugal,
but who after-vards called at his (Dr. S's) houose.
This ger.tleman, who had had a French Biblo given
him, and read it, coufessed with emotion that he
camo to this country a disciple of Voltaire, but left
it a true discipleof Christ Jesus. ~ (Applause. } He
should not longer detain the meeting, but would con-
clude by saying that be falt howoured by being al-
lowed to take a share in this institution.

‘The resolatiou was agreed to.
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Rerreczions ox thE 18th CrarTER of Grxxels.
[From Dr. A. Clarkds Commentary.}

This Chapter, though contaimng only the prelim-
inaries to the awful catastrophe detailed n the nexs,
affords us several lessons of useful and unportant 10~
formation.

1. The hospitahty and humanity of Abraham are
worthy not only of our most seriops regard, but alse
of our imitation. He sat o the door of his tent o
the heat of the day, not only to enjoy the current of
refreshing air, but that if he saw any wearied or
exhausted travellers, he might invite them to rest
and refresh themselves. Hespitality is ever becom-
ing in ond hnmdn being towards another: forevery
destitute man is a drother in distress, and demantls
our most prompt and affactionats assistance, ac-
cording to that heavenly precopt, Hhat ye would
that men should do unlo you, do even so unto them.
From this ~onduct of Abraham a diviuo preceptis
formed, Be not forget{ul to enterlain strangers, for
thereby some have entertained strangers unauares.—
Heb. xiii. 2. :

2. Whatover is given on tho greund of humanity
and mercy, is given vato God, and is sure to meet
with his approbation, and"a suitablo reward. While
Abraham entertained his gussts, God discovers him-
self, and reveals to him tho counsels of his will, and
renews the promiso of & numerous posterity. Sarah,
though naturally speaking past child-beariug, shalt
have a son: natural obstacles caxnot hindcr the

urpase of God: nature is his instrument, and 2as
1t works$ oot onl¥ by general Jaws, bat also by any
particalar will of Gad, so it may accomplish thar
will, in hpoy way he mity ¢huso to direct. Itis ul-
ways difficult to creditGod's promises when they®
relateto st?nmatural things; and stillmoreso, when
they havs for their object, eventsthatare contra‘rly'to
tho course of naturo : but, as nolthing s too kurd for
God ; so, all things are poesible to him that believcth.
It is that faith alone, which isof the operation of
God's spirit, thatis capablo of crediting superaxtutal




