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a bigt pine. tree, and tooki a long time to cLit it down ; just as
the tree %vas ready to fati, and %vas wavering to -and fro, the
squirrei, wiîo liad kiept on the toprnost bough, sprang nimbiy to
the next trce, and thon to anott1er, and by the tinie the great
pine hand reached the grouîîd, the squirrel, was far away ini bis
nest, arnong bis littie ones, salb from guns, hutnters, and dogYs."

Thei black squirrei rnust have %vondercd, 1 think, nui-se,
wvhy sa mnany big fln and dogs tried le 1<111 such a lijîde crea-
ture as lie wvas. Do the black squirreis sieep iii the winter as
weIl as the flying squirreis and chitmunks '1"

'No, Lady MVary, 1 have often scen themn of a brighit sunny
day in winter, chasingreach otheroverlogts and brush-heaps, and
runningr gaily Up the pine trees. They are easily seen, trom
the contrast wvhicli their jetty blackz coats malze wvith the spark-
ling white siiow. These cratures feed a good deal on the
liernels of' the pilles and iienilocks; they also cat t'le buds
of some treeb. They Iay up great stores of nuts, and grain, for
winter use. The flying squirrels lie licaped« upon each other,
for the sake of wvarnîth. As many as seven, or eiglit, may be
found in one nest asleep. 'Fhey sornetinies waken, if there
cornes a succession of warm days, as iii the January thaw ; for
1 inust tell you, my dear, that in this country wie geineraliy have,
rain and mild weather for a few days in the beginning of Janlu.
ary, wlien tic snow neariy disappears lrom tlie ground. About
the l2h*the weather sets ini steadiiy coid agai-then the
tittde animais retire once more to sleep iii their winter cradies,
vvhichtîhey rarely leave titi tie intense cold weather is over."1

I suppose, nurse, whciî thýy avalie, (biey are giad to eat
soine of the food they bave laid up in their graliariesV"

ccYes, my dear, il is for this that thiey gather it in the inilder
wveatlîer; it aiso supports thei during the sprieg inonths, and,
possibiy, evenl during the summer, tili tic grain and fruits ia
ripe again. I 'vas wvalkingr one day ini the harvest.field, wvherre
rny brothers were. cradting wheat. As I 1)asso(1 along the
fence, I noticed a great inatîy littie tieaps of wheat iying here
and there on tic rails, aiso upon the tops of the sturnps iii the

ITitis remark applies inorc particularly te the cliratc of the Uvper Pro-
vince, i'hcro the January thawv gencrally occurs.


