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Procrastinsticn.

ProcrAsTikATION I8 & Jong word, but
ik is one woet of us know s-mething
sbout. Tt Lag, you know, a connuction
f th the Latin word eras, which meana
morrow ; and the bay or girl who is
d of procrastinstion is the hay or
1 who thinks tc-morrow, or presently,
} the proper tune for everythirg.
Hspless mistake! There is danger in
it
A noble ship bad sprung

doar, spd pomehady cslling ovt: “Tt's
half-psst eiebt, Mastor Tom, ard bresk-
faset 10 hegun1”

Sa Muster Tora's proorastinstion snde
in his comingy down to breakfast au hour
Iate, wirh a slorpy fact and & hase temw-
per for the rest of the dey.  If Master
Tom goes on through his Iife like thie
in every mwattor, we know well enongh
there ig but little success awaiting him.
This is & buey world, snd while one is

» leak, aund lay upon the
otean with & rignal of dis-
treas fiving, To the joy of
11, a ehip drew pear, and at
Yast came within hail.
f ¢ What's amiss?” called
the strange captain through
His speaking-trampet.
f¢We are in bad repeir,
std sre guing down. Lie
2 till morning,” was the
gwer from the sinking
ship.
Y4 Let me take your pas
adngers on board now,” called
Back the ready helper.
*«Lie by till morning,”
whs the only answer,
“Morning came at last,
bt the Central America
wbnt down within an hour
#8d a balf of the refusal;
Ad passengers, and crow,
Ad procrastinating captain,
went down with ber.
7] am going to turn out
§six to-morrow,” says Tom,
b an air of most thorough
ermination. At half past
fife the next morning Tom
oke with & feeling of
Hiviog something on his

-

ngmd.

. “ Halloo! it's time to get
up. Stay 2 minute, though ;
Lcan dress in less than half
&i bonr.”
¥ Tom socordingly lies upon
iis back and follows the
movement of an early fly,
Which now and then mekes
% dash at his face, This
ition not being satisfac-
iry for long, he turns upon
s side, snd, while experiencing a
#nsation of relief, hin eyes show &
% dency to close.
1" Thiswill notdo!” cries Tom, arous-
¥z himself with a jerk. ¢ But they
gy it is bad to jump out of bed in &
Wrry.”
4% Acting upon this caution, Tom’s hesd
ofico more returns to the pillow ; and
;gam hardly surprised that the next
#itne ho thinke of turning out it is be-
%um there is & loud knocking st the

The Normans on the Seine.

17 ig o ourions faat that in confliots
hetweon N arthern and Southern nations
the men of the north are almost always
victorioug. [t seems as if the milder
climate and Juxuries of the sonth ener-
vate both the body snd the mind, A
striking illuetration of this iz shown
in tbe invasion of Frunce by the North.
men, urder Rolf or Rotia, in the ninth
contury. The degenerate ruccessors of

THE NURMANX OX THE SEINE—SIEGE OF OLD PARIS.

thinking of doing something “pres-
ently,” another comes up and does it at
once,—Chatterbox.

« Way did you learn to smoke, my
hoy 1" * For the reason you did, 1
guppose.” ¢ Well, I want you to stop
smokiog.” Won't you givo me the
reason for stopping that I had for

lewning, father1™ After a momeat,
«Yes, I mill.” Both stopped.

Ohsarlemagne—Charles the Fat, Charles
the Simple, Oharles the Bald—by their
wealth and cowsrdior offered a tempt-
ing prey to the bold Norse pirates, who
pillaged the coasts of Earope a8 far as
Sicily. In the days of Obarles the Fat
they swarmed wp the Seine a8 far as
Puris, with 30,000 warriors and 700
war galleye, and laid siege to the ity
.—even then a great feudal stronghold.
There is an island in the Seine known
as the “Old City,” on which is now

mitusted the grest cathedral of Natre
Dame. This the Northmen besieged
for thirteen months, sud were hought
off only with lsrge ransom. Even-
tuslly they settled in the country, gave
it the nsme of Normandy, and bacame
under William the Congueror, the
eighth in desoont from Rollo or Rolf,
the Norman concuerors of Britain.

This striking engraving is taken
from Dr. Rilpatb’s « History of the
World,”* snd is & specimen
of over 1,200 contained in
that great work. The study
of history both sacred and
secular—the study of God's
dealings with our race—is,
we think, the most interest:
ing and instractive prrsuit
that can engsge the human
mind. It in also one of the
most essential. Hiory, it
iz well said, is philosophy
toaching by example. The
great problems of the ages
repeat themselves. He who
would understand ths urgent
questions of to-day and the
best mode of their solution
must know how thess gues-
tions have been met and
angwered in the past. No
one can psss mauster a3 well
informed who has not some
adequate oconception of the
past record of our race. Yet
many are deterred from this
task by its seemingly bope-
less magnitude, by the vast
number of volumes to be
masterad. And this is a real
difficulty. To master the
works of the great historizns
who bave written in detail
the snnals of the nations is
the work of s life time.

We venture to say that
the careful study of these
volumes i, in & very im-
portant sense, & liberal edu-
cstion. The reader is made
acquainted with the chief
actors in the great drams of
time, with the nature of
their work snd with ita
inflaence on the world.
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* Cuclopeedic of Umwersal History. Being
an sccount of the principal events in the
ocareor of the humsanu racse from the begin-
nings of civilizations to the prosent time.
From recent and authentic sources, Com-
plete in three volumes. Imp. 8vo, 2.364

ages. By John Clark Ridpath, LL D,
¥‘rofessor of History in DePauw University;
w.thor of & Bistory of the Unitod States, a
Lite and Work of Garfield, eto. Profasely
!flustrated with maps, charts, sketcher, por-
vraits, and dia; 8. The Joues Brothere
Puldishing Co., Cincinnati, The Balch
Brothers, 104 Adelaide St. Eaat, Tovonto,
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