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PLEASANT HOURS.

A Tsle of the Orient.

Bhelk Hassan sat besido his door,
Whilo thrce young men passed by,
Tho glow of youth was on cach cheok,

Youth's fire flashed In cach eyo.

* What seckest thou?” wise Hassan asked
The Arst bright, ardent lad.

“1 scek for pleasure,” he replied,
1 only would bo glad.”

* What seckest thou? tho next he asked,
* For riches,” camo reply,
With riches I am well assured,
Great plcasuro I can buy.”

“ And you ™ asked Hassan of the third, |

* What 1s 1t you pursue ?”

With modest micn he meekly satd,
*1 would my duty do.”

In after ycars, now aged men,
The self-sarne three passed by,

And being asled hiow they had fared,
Kach thus made his reply.

The first sald, * Pleasure, phantom like,
Just when you'd seize {t, disappears,”

Tho sccond, " Riches have not power
To banish sorrow, pain and tears."

l1he third thus spoke in cheerful tone,
¥ hule smiles Lit up s bappy face,
\\ lule I my duty tried to do,
\With duty pleasuro walked apace.”

LESSON NOTES.

ATUDIES IN THR ACTS AND EPISTLES.
FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON IX —FEBRUARY 28.
THIZ DISCIPLES DISPERSED,
Acts 8. 31-17. Memory verses, 6-8.

GOLDEN TEXT.

They that were scatter~d abroad went
cverywhere preach.ng the word.—Acts

OUTLINE.

1. The Church Scattered, v. 1-4,

2. The Cuurch Giowing, v. 5-17.

Time.- Immediately after the eventsot
the last lessun, probably in the summer
of A.D. 37.

Place, -1, Jerusalem. 2. " A city of
Samaria,” probably either ancient
Samarja (Sebaste) or Sychar.

HOME READINGS.

M. The disciples dispersed.—Acts §. 1-8.
Tu., The disciples dispersed.—Acts 8.
9-17.
W. The gift of God.—Acts 8. 18-25.
Th, Persecution foretold.—Matt. 10, 16-28.
F. Pariakers with Chiist.—1 Peter 4.
12-19,
S. Juy 1o the city.- Neh. 8. 5-12.
Su Samaritans belleslng.—John 4. 27-30;
39-42,
QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.
1. The Church Scattered, v. 1-4,
\Who approved of Stephen’s death ?
What happened to the church at
Jerusalem ?
Where did the disciples go ?
What honour was paid to the martyr
Stephea ?
\What did Saul do ?
What did the persecuted church do ?
How widely were they scattered 2 See
Acts 11, 18,
2. The Church Growlng, v. 5-17.
To what city did Philip journey ?
What did he there do ?
How was his message received ?
What miracles d!d he perform ?
What claims did Solomon make for
himself ?
What did the people say of him ?
Why did they give heed to him ?
What did those who believed Philip’s
message do ?
What did Stmon Qo ?
With whom did he keep company ?
Who were sent from Jerusalem ?
For what did these apostles pray ?
Why did they thus pray ?
What then did they do, and with what
result ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where in this lesson are we shown—

1. How perrsecution alds the truth ?

2. That a renewed heart i{s the secret
of a renewed life ?

3. That the Holy Spirit is Godv best
gift to the church ?

A Mlc girl who had mastered her
catechism confesscd herself lisappointed
* because,” she sald, ** thougn I obey the
fifth commandment and honour my papa
and mamma, yet my days are not a bit,
longer 1n the land, becaussc I am put to
bed at seven o'clock. l

THE TEST OF LOVE,

“8ince you gave your heart to God
last spring, Jennle,” sald a pastor to a

little gird, " yo @ think that you have been

a Christlan, Can you tell us why you
think so 2"
y . Because, sir,” she satd, “ after think-
y Ing & moment, * Jesus says, ' If yo love
| me, keep my commandments,” and I want
to keep his commandments more than
| anything clse.”
“ Yes, my dear child.

y know that we lovo him when we keep
¢ hls commandments’ You say, Jennio,
that you feel your sins are »ll forgiven.
Will you tell us how you know ? May
you not bo mistaken 7

S8he stood a moment, and then sald,
"1 know that Josus surely says that if
we ask him he will forgive.”

**Yes; we havo his own sure word.
And now, Jennie, suppose some one
shouid ask you how to be a Christian,
could you answer ?  Supposo one of the
littlo giris at school should ask you how
she could be a Christian, could you tell
her ?°
i “1 wonld tell her just to trust Jesus,
| and oboy him,” sho said, qulckly.

‘By this WO |

BUG@S TELL THE TIME

y A Jewcller near tho Junction has a
, novel clock In his show window. 1t
puzzies and amuses crowds overy day.
There Is simply a dial a foot nnd a half
| square, apparently lying on a box an inch
, in deptb. Thero aro nd hands and no
, holes in the dial. In spite of this the
, clock tells timo pertectly. Thero are
two little Mexican beotles of tho green-
|bronzo varfety that have been more or
less popular as scarf-pins, etc., and they
craw] about and mark the minutes and
hours accurately. One of them rests
on the outer circle of the dlal and moves
from one figure to another each hour.
"rho other bug marches on tho dial's
; inner clrcle, and moves one-fifth of the
space between tho figures every minute.
What tolls the bugs when and how far
to movo is a mystery that ninety-nine
out of overy onc hundred who look at

them give up in despair.
, The bugs are plainly enough alive, else
, how could they walk ? And thero ure
{ no strings on them, so why do they not
{ wallc off about their own affairs, as any

ordinary bug would do in no timo ?

“ The thing's simple enough,” sald a

ALSATIAN

ALSATIAN PEASANT.

The provinces of Alsatia and Lorraine
were captured by Leuis XIV. from Ger-
many about two hundrel years ago.
Although their language 1s German they
became thoroughly assimilated with
France during its long possession. They
were recaptured by the Germans in the
Iate Franco-German war over a score of
years ago, and one of the most deter-

mined feelings of the French is that they |

should be again taken from the Germans.
Around the Place de la Concorde, in
Parls, are the statues of the great cities
of France. Among them are those of
Strassburg and Metz, which have been
captured by the Germans. For the last
score of years these have been perpetu-
ally draped in -black, with funeral
wreaths, as a sign of mourning, and as
a sign, too, that they are destined to be-
come French again.

'I:he peorle of these provinces naturally
share the desire to bo restored to France,
but are not allowed to say much about
it They are a simple-minded and in-
dustrious people. They wear a very
peculiar costume. The women wear
black caps with large bows behind, even
larger than shown in our cut.

Germany holds these provinces In an
fron grip, the great citles of Metz and
Strassburg being heavily garrisoned with
horse, foot, and artiilery.

PEASANT,

man, after glancing at the clock. * The
bugs are dead as Julius Caesar. Each
of them §s merely a8 shell and has 2 bit
of steel set into its base. The clock has

nothin' to eat to-day. Can't we do
sunthin’ for ‘em 7"

" Let's take a collection,” some one
suggested, and there was & general mur-
mur of spproval.

A ragged cap was produced and passed
around. Grimy hands plunged into the
recesses of tattered garments for ponnies,
and the collector announced the result,
‘“seven cents’”” A committee, a lerge
ons, was appointed to go to the nearest
bakery, snd inveat the funds. Somo
small cakes were bought, which wers
thrust Into the hands of the children,
and they were bidden to eat. When the
teacher arrived, she found the * two
orphans” the centre of an admiring
group, contentedly munching thelr
cakes, and with much satisfaction the
case was turned over into her hands.—
Deaconess Advocate.

How to keep cool—Go to Greenland.

First Medical Student.—" You find the
wheol  beneficial 2 Second Medfcal
Studuent.—" Very ! It gives you a prac-
tieal knowledge of contusions and dis-
locations which it would be very difficult
to obtain otherwise.”

* Now, children,” sald the teacher,
*“what do you call the meal that you eat
in the morning 2" * Qatmeal,” promptly
replied a number of the class.

Eastern Visitor.—* How was it you did

not hang that murderer ? Did he es-
tablish an alibf 2 Quick Drop Dan.—
“ That's just what he did. When tha

sherift went to the gaol to hang him he
wasn’t there.”

Mistress (greatly scandalized)—“1Is it
possible, Huldash, you are making bread
without having washed your hands ?”
New Kitchen Girl—* Lor', what's tho
difference, mum ? It's brown bread.”

The New Cook.—' Shure, mum, thers |

agoin’ to be a foight in this house; Ol
upsit th' whole box av salt” Mrs
Crossgrain—"0h, pshaw! Bridget; do not
be 8o superstitious. It only shows
fgnorance.” The New Cook—* But,

| mum, Of upsit it &li in th' soup.”

A BOOK FOR BOYS,

Snap Shots Frotia Bov Life

By F. C. T. O'Hara.

With illustrations and striking cover de-
sign by Astley Palmer Cuoper.

Prdce - - = < < - 75 Conis.

*

Contents.—Being a. Boy—Valus of
Reading—Choosing Books, and How to

‘| Read Them—Trashy Reading—Cultivat-

ing the Memory—How to Study—School-
day Reminiscences—Letter-writing—Time
—Value of 2 Good Name—Divers Subjects.
—Do You Smoke ?—~What About Liquor ?
—Do Not Scorn Advice~—Self-dependence
—Advantages of Knowing a Trade—
Changing Employment—City and- Coun-
try Life—An Inquisitive Nature—The
‘Beauties of Nature—Wasted Opportuni-
ties of Life—Brains versus Industry—
Sckool After the Holidays—Be Happy.

These chapter heads give an idea of-
the nature and scope of the book, but it
must be read to be appreciated at {ts true
value. It I8 one of the best books we

have ever seen to put into a boy's-ora °

_young man’'s hands. He is sure to read.
it and enjoy it, and cannot fail to bé
inspired by .it.  Teachers will do well

¢ bands, only they are underneath instead *
| of above the dial, and they are mag- |
' netized.  Every time the -hand forges !
+ahead {ts attraction carries-the steel and
the little green bug-sbhell along. Put a
{ couple of steel pins on a sheet of paper
and move a magnet around underneath,
and you'll see just how it works, 1It's
too easy.”

l THEY TOOK A COLLECTION.

l A crowd of little street Arabs was.
( 8athered at the door of the Clark Street
: Misslon waiting for their teacher. They
| were ragged and dirty, and many of
‘them doubtless kungry; all of them
| familiar with hardships. There were
swarthy, black-eyed girls with shawls
pinned over their heads, and boys with

to have their boys read it. If you cannot
give ttem each & copy, buy one yourselt

-and lend it round the class. One teacher

we know has given a copy to each of the
eighteen members of his young men’s
class. :

’

RHYMES OF THE KINGS AND
QUEENS GF ENGLAND. .
By MARY LESLIE,
With 117 Tlust-ations.

TNy
Gloth, plain edges, - -  $100
160

‘Half-Jeather, g11t edges, -

1o casy fowing thyme fa byth
o!thexnnu:fm xiven by the author a histery

Queens of England, frem the times of N

toes peeping out of their ragged 8hOes. | finc Altrch the Groas domn o

Presently a new arrival sppeared, lead- .Qu’lin Vicoria, ﬁO'ln‘}:—?nuug:rtgt:qm;Tm.
ing by the hand two children a Iittle | parted and the pumerous §llustrations throngh the book.
» More forlorn fn appearance than them. ; @*¥eits particalay nlce gift-book for boys and gizls.

Isc:ves. One had soré eyes, and was
t

apparently half blind,
* Sce here, fellers,” was the introduc- § .

ytlon of their guide, * These two kids ; Msmoowr Book ax» Puaanize Hovss Tosoare

, hain’t got nobody to take care of ‘em. ; C. \V. CoaTss, Montreal, Qaa.

' They.-sleep In & box, and.they bain't had | " 'F. Hux

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

& F. Homsros, Haliei;N§: ¢
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