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Tlicre is souie.tlinig very suggestive il, the position in %which, we liaa<l
Gideon wlicn lie is iirst iiutrodc:>ed to otir notice. Johin Newvton, whose
paise is iu all the Churches, wvrote tbrec essays, -vliich lie 'vas pleaseci to
caul A, B, anc1 C. 'rte one descrihes grace ini the blade; B, g'race in the
car ; (J, thie ftall corai iii the car. A youug clergyman, ini conversation
xvitlî Newtoni, with singiIar iinodesty, told hM lie recoguaiizcd his own,
]iess Li 0. "Ali !" says Newvton, I 1 made a serlous omission lu de-
scribing C's character. 1 left out a very pronainent featit c.»> IlO, vhmat
is t?" "C never recogniizes lais owni likeiiess." This is a characteristic
of true 'greatmaess. It is botter kmiewn. to otliors than to, the professor.
Scîf-conceit and taruc caniaiience nover mieet in the samne persen. Gideoa
wvas botter kuxowvu by others thjan by hinaiseif. Ileanarkable is the sahîtta.-

tiomi of the ngel -"IThon aaîghty mian of vaor"In the translaîtiona we
sec oaa]y a niami of great j)liysical str-eaagtla, anad brute courage te brinig it
into exercise. Tuie word rendered "lvalour " is uised te express intelîce;-
tuai and moral eaaineaace as xvell as nmîtuaaim super 'iority. The Ilable
inin," entitlel iiu God's judgmemt, t, ride, are aaccordiaîg te the translation
before uîs as "Il en of vatloua-." Pliaroah xvislied -Joseph te set sucli of
his brotliers as lie hiem' to bo Ilmoin of aetiVity "-mzet cf vcdour-ovua'
lus cattie. There eau 1)0 ne doubt thiat lu the former case there is more
respect te ÜtteIctiwl than physical, pow(c; iii thc latter, P>haroahi inust
ho undcrstood to attaeh special imaportuance to intellectual. and moral
qualitios. Sainuol's "lvirtueus womaaa'" is a woman of valeur. iRuta
'vas known te bc a vuoman qi valo i). We taiianot doubt, tiacreforo, that
God's estimiate of GIideoen Nvas foinided on mental qualities rather thlaai
corporeal strength. Tlie people of Abie7er kncw hinm te bc at inan ef
grveat decisieîa. aud eaergy of chai-acter. Aitheugli prudence suggestod
the prepriety of doestroyilng lais tatlies idoltitrous ait-ar and grovel)y
niglit, tiat lie naight dIo it, -vithout obstruction, there wvas ii0 difficulty ini
fixing on the perpetrater of tho outrage on the popular worship. Se sooni
as tue question is raised, auy one eau tell tlaat it, Y/as (}ideoil wtho liad
deone it. Ilis ihthaer knew- lus Nvorth ; and wvhen his life is (lemaanded by
a furieus labble, hie is net se utterly bosotted hy idolatry, but that his
natural good sense is caîlled jute exorcise by parenta affection, lie refuses
te give Ilini up, andi sternly insists tinut if Banal bo a God ho cati take care
of ]imself ; and if net, the mana îvhî jleads for iîim should bo 1)romptly
exeeuted. Gideoii scams te bc the eiy eue who vaus ignorant of his owvu
4yreat quanlitios. Rie vas ready te aekznewv1edge the humble position of
lais fathcr's faanily, and esteeancd hiianseif the least; in. it. If ever the
aspirimag hope of taking a, lead iii Iiînel, or ef succcssfully lnterpsag foi-
thoir deliverence f-ena àlidiaii, took hiold of lais mmiid, we have neo recordemi
evidenco of it. Whaon the angel addresses hilm, %ve, findl him actiaag iii
conformiky 'vith the depressed circumanstances of hiimasoif and lais people-
ho is thireshing -wheat, by the Nvinie-press te laide it from the M-ýidianiites.
God calls hM te occupy a, higlier sphmere. \Vhen Gedcld Moses, lie
-was tending the fleck of lais fatlier-iin-laxv iii the dosert. While still iu
Fharaoh's palace, the youin- courtier seems te, have cherished sonie auxubi-
tieus aspirations, and wvns disappointed tlait lais brethren did net recegnise
their future deliveror; and God puts hin- into hiaress, te teach hlmi that
the mnai -«ho is qualified te ruie muast, have learnod te serve. Court
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