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the Ilouse of Convnons, long known as Dr.
Piaakets stall, was by courtesy allowed to nm.
He died m 1773, before he had made any provi-
sion for 3 widow aund fumuly beyond the
cducation he bad bestowed on s cluldren ; but
5o hberal a subscription was rased, that their
circumstances and prospects were hittle, if at all,
affected by s death.  Witham, born in June
[744, was then fourteen and continucd to attend
aday-school,lept by the Rev.Lewis Keer,ull 1779
when he wag catered a student of Trumty Col-
lege. Thecharacter he had acquired st tins tiune
was thatof ¢ a clever, hardbeaded boy, very atten-
tive to lus books,and very neghgent ot Iys person.
After carrying off the class prize twice agamst
formidable competitors, he obtamned a scholar-
ship on very high marks, and about the same
time joined the Historieal Society, winch largely
influenced s career, as well by the friendsinps
he formed m 1t as by the course of reading and
the pecuhar trainmng 1t nduced.

Despite of the grave objections urged agmnst
debating societics i umversities, as tending to
distract attention from the regular studies of the
place, thar utihity for studentsintended for pub-
fic hife 1s no less obvious than their attracuve-
ness, Composition, oral or written, and what
has been bappily termed the art of tlunkiny on
one’s legs, can only be acquired or matared by
practice.

There have been heaven-born orators, as
there bave been heaven-born statesmen and ge-
nerals ; but the names of a large majority of the
best speakers in  the British Pachament dunng
the present century will be found on the rolls
of the Oxford, Cambnidge, Edinburgh, Dubhn,
and London debating clubs ; and as regards
Dublin, success in the Historical Society com-
monly led to success in every walk of hife which
was left open to Irish ambiuon, It was in the
height of 1its glory when Plunket became a
member, and he had to struggle for such honours
and prizes as ware to be won in it £ gainst Bushe,
Burrowes, Magee, Wolfe Tone, Thomas Addis
Emmett, and many other young men of promige.
Before the lapse of lus second year, he was
twico clected pregident, and had obtained the
society’s medals for oratory, ustory, and com-
position.

This brilliant and cxciting episode was suc-
cecded by one which brought his possession of a
rarer and still more vatuable class of qualitzes
to the test. It is comparatively casy to read
and compose with a view to inmediate results
in the shape of prizes and applause: it is & very
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power upon adequate occasions, we must pass
over some mtervemng skivmishes, and dash
mto the tinck of the Umon dcebates, in which
| two figures tower pre-cnnuent, hike two of
| Homer's heroes confronted i the ficld—Lord
i Castlereagh and  mself.

That noble lord, then m his parhamentary and
political noviciate, carried with han hitle or
none of the waight aud authonty winsh he af-
terwards acquired : and he was at no tme dis-
tnguisked for command of Ianguage or rheton-
el skall,  Bat he bad indomnable  strength
of will, haughty scif-reliunce, a lofty sense of
| honour, personad courage amountng to nbsolute
{ fenrlessness, and never-falling readiness to en-

counter responstbiliies of atl sorts, winch made

lm the aptest and most formudable organ and
j mstrument of the policy wiich the Enghsh
| government were resoived on carning out at all
| hazards, There was, morcover, much 1o be sud
| for that policy,1f the connection with England
was to be deemed paramount, and Irish feclings
were to be laid out of the account.

The most cursory glance at the party annals
| of the two countries witl show that if, from 1782
{ to 1800, the [rish Parbament had been left to
itself, without any attempt to harmonise 1ts ac-
tion by corruption, Ireland must speedily have
become asindependent of England as Hanover,
Would she, whenever an Enghsh Cabinet was
upset by n coalition, an Indian Bill, or a Regency-
question, have complacently accepted a new
| viceroy, as the court of Pars or Vienna accepts
a new ambagsador, and hawe simultancously
adopted the principles and policy of the new
government? Clearly not, and therctore ample
meang were placed at the disposal of the lordly
occupant of the Castle for the time bemg to
secure a majority m both Houses. There were
heads ot powerful families, populurly called ma-
nagers, who, 1n consider:sion of places, pensions,
titles, and gratuitics, voted, aud made their de-
pendants vote, regularly on theside of ministers,
whether Wing or Tory, as was the umform
practice of the Enghish bishops withn living
memory. There were, also, waiters on provi-
| dence who might be retamed n an emergency;
rand thus a cnisis wag staved off, although at an
annually increasing cost of money and prin-
ciple.

At last Pitt resolved to grapple with the dif-
| ficulty, and 1f possible make an end of it once
t for all—by purchasing n gross what he would
{ otherwise have had to go on purchasing in de-
! tail ; by capitalising, as it were, his means of

different thing to acquire and digest a mass of | corruption, and buying all the venal peers,

dry and repulsive knowledge winch may not
bear fruit for many a slow revolving year, per-
haps never bear fruit at all. We learn that,
having fimsbed his Dublin law-terms, Plunket
was catered on the books of Lincoln’s Inn in
1784; and for a year and & half he lived in
Loadr n and its suburbs, chumming with Pcter
Burrowes and some other Inish students in very
humble ladgings.

He returned to Dubhin in May 1786, ang was
called to the Bar in lhlary Term 1787. The
comparison which s resideace 1in London had
partially enabled lnm to draw between the
Enghsh and the Irish Bar, was not favourable
-to s conntrymien, so far at least as regular and
sober uabits were concerned  Wrung to an
old friend, he says:

1 havo not been able to read a word since I came
home. and, indeed, it 13 alinust impossible for asy man
who shares wn the dis-ipation that prevals anon st
the tegal men herctodoso  Lhe tasts tur idleness and
debaaeneiy whicn persades the whale profession
youd, in my opisivn alune e sutficient to account
for the datferesce between the legal intormation of the
1wo countrics.

His Historical Society r-putation stood tum
m geod stead trom the comteucement [t got
Inn briefs, and prepared as he was by his Lon-
dun studics, he made the best of lus opportum-
ties  Uis professional progeess was rapd, but
no furcnsic display of lus of any interest tas
bien preserved , and we mast hurry oo to the
period  -hen he entered the Iast Irish Parhiament
as member fur the borough of Charlemont, on
the numinaion of the patriot Earl, the celebra-
ted cummnader of Volunteers.  Indeed, to cume
at once to adequate specimens of his manner and

borough-mongers, placemen and place-hunters,
1 2 lump. Ample funds were granted by the
British Parhament, and the execution of the
scheme was centrusted to Lord Cornwallis and
Lord Castlereagh. An extraordinary system of
intimidation was also organised.  Sir Jonnh
Barrington relates that a dinner was given by
Lord Castlereagh at his nouse in Merrion Street,
to cighty of tus supporters, ¢ tried men belonging
to fighting families; at wiich it was resolved to
take every opportumty of making the question a
personal one, The resolution to tiug effect,
moved by Sir Johm Blaquicre, was carricd en-
thusiastically ; and it was arranged that twenty
or thirty of the party should dinc together every
day in one of the committee rooms, where they
would be ready for an emergency.

At an opposition meeting, at Charlemont
House, the day following, nq reluctance was
shown to take up the giove (or gloves) thus
chivalrously thrown down; yet Sir Jonah com-
plams that the supporters of the Union ‘in-
disputably showed more personal spirit than
thei~ opponents during the session.’ Just so,
we bave heard Lady Morgau complam, on the
authority of Sir Richard Musgrate, taat ghe
royal troops showed more spirit, and were more
popular n the distarbed districts than the
rebels, by reason of their greater readiness to
enforce bethigerent rights aTawst the fair sex,
Be this as 1t may, we know of no specific signs
of qualifying on the part of the anti unionists,—
with one exception,which s apocry phal. Charles
Phitlips used to relate that Lord Castlereagh
was in treaty with an anu-union wmember, who
fell itl before the conclusion of the bargaip, and

THE SATURDAY READER.

[July 18

was at death’s door for sume days, during which
he repented of lus misdvings. On becoming
cunvalescent hig first act was to request an in-
terview with s noble seducer, whom he in-
furmed that, so svon as he was strong enough,
ko should come down to the Ifouse and stato
all that passed between them. ¢ Andaf you do,’
was the reply, ¢1 will give you the lie direct on
the spot, and shout you the next morning.! The
member hield his tongue.

Grattan's atfuir with Corry during these de-
bates shows that he had no disinchination to act
ot the well-hnown maxim which he bequeathed
tu tns sung, * Always be ready with your pistol;
and much of Planket's language sounds as if
uttered for che express purpose of provoking the
Castle ficc-eaters  Thus, in the first Union de-
bate, on Barningtons denouncing the mode n
wiich the mimster was endeavourng to sccure
a mayority, he was calted to order by Corry and
Beresford, who threatened to have his words
taken-down. Plunket interfered :

‘1 bave no idea that the freedom of debate
shall be controlled by such frequent intercup-
tions. I do not conceive that my honourable
fricnd is out of order, and when my turn comes
to speak, I shall repeat these charges in still
stronger {anguage, if possible, and indulge gen-
tlemen at the other side of the House with an
opportunity of taking down my words if they
have any fancy todo so.'

He was a3 good as lis word. Rising directly
after Lord Castlereagh, he delivered an invec-
tire which has never been surpassed in haughty
and concentrated bitterness:

 The example of the Prime Minister of Eng-
land, imitable in its vices, may deceive the noble
lord. The Mmister of England has his faults.
He abandoned in his Iatter years the principles
of reform, by professing winch he had attained
the carly confidence of the people of England,
and 1 the whole of his political conduct he has
shown himself haughty and intractable; but it
must be admitted that be is endowed by nature
with a towening and transcendent intellcet, and
that the vastness of his resources keeps pace
with the magmficence and unboundedaess of his
projects. I thank God that 1t is much more
casy for him to transfer his apostacy and his in-
solence than lus comprehension and his saga-
city ; and I feel the safety of my country in the
wretched fecbleness of her enemy. I cannot fear
that the coostitution which has been fourded by
the wisdom of sages, and cemented by the blood
of patriots and of heroes, 13 to be smitten to jts
centre by such a green and sapless twig as this.”

He becomes, if possible, still more contemptu-
ous as he proceeds :

“ But, sir, we are told that we should discuss
this questien with calmuess and composure, I
am called on to surrender my birthright and my
honour, and 1 am told I should be calm and
should be composed. National vride! Inde-
pendence of our country! These, we are told
by the Miister, ave only vulgar topics fitted for
thie mendian of the mob, but unworthy to be
mentioned to such an calightened assembly as
this; they are trinkets and gew-gaws fitto cateh
the fancy of childish and uuthinking people like
you, sir, or like your predecessor in that chair,
but utterly unworthy the considerntion of this
House, or of the matured understanding of the
noble lord who condescends to instruct jt!
Gracious God! We sec a Pery reascending
from the tomb, and raising his awfal voice to
warn us against the surrender of our freedom,
and we sce that the proud and virtuoas feclings
which warmed the breast of that aged and
vencrable man arc only calculated to excito the
contempt of this young philosopher, who has
been translated from the nursery to the cabinet
to outrage the feclings and understanding of the
country.”

As Lord Castlertagh, born in 1769, was then
thirty, and only five yearsyounger than Plunket,
we suppose tuat there was something singulanly
youtbful and dandified in his appearance, or
this mode of attack would never have been
hazarded by so consummate & tactician. It twas
in the peroratn to this speech that ho uttered
the vow with which le was so frequently twit-
ted by O’Connell, when, instead of swearing his



