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gsome G0 feet, through a mass of
gangue, imprognated with copper
pyrites, azurite and malachite. We-
picked some very pretty specimens
fron the walls, but the mosquitoes:
which had prooably got in there out
of the wet grew so bad that they
almost put our lights out, and we
were glad to get into the open air
again. The shaft has been sunk
close by in a slanting direction
about 10 feat in depth, following a
red streak of decomposed quartz
carrying €18 to the ton in gold. A
ladder runs the wholeof the way
down with a slide on either side for
the ore Dbuckets one up and one
down, worked by a horse whim on
the surface. An ingenious affair
and very simple, there not being the
slightest danger of a rope breaking
On descending the shaft to say we
were surprised at the amount of
work done would be a mild way of
expressing it.  Altogether there is
about 200 feet of {unnelling with a.
100 foot shaft, making 300 feet in
all, driven ‘through a body:of de-
composed copper ore carrying a
highlpercentage of gold. The bot-
tom tunn 1, running in a S. S. W,
direction, isin over 70 feet and the
owners expect to reach the hanging
wall in about another 100 feet where
they should find more solid ore.
Onlv two men have been working
and they - have certainly made a
splendid  shewing. The owners,

Mlssrs. Beattie, Buxton and Blair,
are men not given to talking much
about their property, evidently be-
lieving that work counts more than
talk, and thev deserve credit for the!
way in twhich thay arve exploiting
this promising claim.
sGrabstaking.”

In a2 country like vhe United”

States, wherein ave large areas of
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mineral lands, much of it unpros-
pected and a very small fraction of
it developed; whérein the people
are generally prosperous and a
large number of them wealthy;
wherein mining has been the begin-
ning or the whole of many fortunes,
and where those fortunes are still
largely employed in the business,
constituting a safe precedent;
wherein method and appliance ad-
vance first, and the technical side of
the industry is represented by most
competent men—it would seem in
such a country, that the homely
termed business of ‘‘grubstaking’’
should be profitable employment
for incomes beyond reasonable re-
quirements. There are men to be
picked out from many, and yet
there are not a. few, who possess
the qualifications necessary to suc-
cessful prospecting. Hardy, ener-
getic intelligent and honest shonld
be the label on & man before he is
entrusted with the funds of his
backers. In addition he should pos-
sess some knowledge of mineralegy,
geology and lithology; but more
important than these is experience.
Assaming that this kind of & man
is to be had, suppose him'to be fur-
nished with a monthly allowance—
say, $100—sufficient to support and
transport him, pay for assays, etc.,
and assume that he will keep con-
stantly at work for three years.

This would be an investment of
$3600—= less amount than is usu-
ally asked for the commonest kind
of a prospect. Itis almost certain
that within the three vears the man .
wonld find ten prospects worth
$3600 and one worth 336,000. Of
course he would have o be consid-
ered and faken care of and he

“should be. - Why isn’t ¢‘grabstak-

ing” a gond investment?—Mining
and Scientific Press.



