
J ertiniah inl the Duligeon

mire. No more> certainly in tlhe prophet'e
Joua, princes though they were. It reinains

for an allen, and a black man at that, to ehow

compassion, v. 7. The color of the skin le
not necessaril>' the color of the heart. What
a brave moan wss this Ebed-melech 1 He
accuses the princes boldi>', va. 8, 9. But
how tender la he (list part of v. 9)1 The
king'@ better nature shows itself again; which
t esches that no one is ever altogether bad.
There is some littie good iii the very worst
of men.

The scholars wilI follow Ebed-mnelech and
bis 'thirty unen" (v. 10) -why were eo many
as thirty men needed ?-with keen interest.
What an odd search 1 The palace rag-bags;

what a qucor prFocession of the thirty men
with the 'ouI czwt clouta aîud rotten (or
frayed) rags" !But at the dungron mouth
the reason âs een. The seholars will readily
wurk out the details of vs. 12, 13. Ebed-
melech flot ont>' saved Jeremiah, but he
brought him out of the horrible pit t.enderly:
ho put a loving heart int the corde and rage.

18 it straining the illustration too greati>'
to compare our blessed, heaveoly Lord with
thie loving, compassionate Ethiopian ? The
writer of the 40th Psalm had no doubt about
God's tendernese (ses vs. 1-3); nor had Saul
of Tarsus, whomn the ver>' Lord whose ser-
vante ho was3 haetening tu harmn, took in Hie
arme and loved, Acte, ch. 9.

ADDED HINS AND HELPS

In this section wuil be found further assist-
ance under various headinge.

Lesson Poits
Life in God'a gift and it depeods on Hie

conditions. v. 2.
No human power cao prevail againet he-

yensa plans. v. 3.
The true patriot seeks not te pl.ease, but

tu profit his people. v. 4.
The king who consente te injustice proves

himeslf unworthy tu reign. v. 5.
Sainte may>' ho cut in, but the Saviour

cannot heochut eut. v. 6.
The fiower ef kiodooe grows in ever>'

clime. v. 7.
Sympathy js spuruous unlese it la practiral.

V. 8.
Mont people are willing te help when the>'

know the nesd. vs. 9, 10.
Goodose is iocomplete without geobleores.

vu 1l, 12.
Where thore is a loving heart there will ho

a helpiog hand. v. 13.

Prom the. IÀbrary
'rhere wss no longer any doubt t1mb pru-

dence dictated immediate surrender. It was
the enl>' ceurse by which the people might
ho spared some of the herrore of a prolonged
siege, followed b>' the sack of the rit>'. But
thc princes whe conbrolled the goveromneot
were too deepl>' comproinised with Egypt te

dare to hope for mercy. With .leremiah ont
of the way, the>' were able to iodure the king
and people to maintain their resistance, and
the siege went on.-Expositores Bible.

The finit dut>' of a prophet was t,, Jehovah,
and ao, for that matter, was the firet duty
of ever>' Israelite. Thuis in the same way,
the firet dut>' of a Christian is to Christ. He
who serves Christ moet completel>' serves
hie country bust. Io such a service the
Chrietian ma>' be misrepreeented, miscalled,
stamped even as a traitor, but that only
means that he is called to pasa through Jere-
miahes experience here-Pulpit Commentar>'.

Ebed-melech ranke with the eunurh of
Queo Candace (Acte 8 :27) as one who
feared God and was accepted b>' Him. "Cau
the Ethiopian chffge bis skie ?" (Jer. 13 :23).
True; but where is whiteness of soul to ho
found-in Ebed-melech or in the Jewish
princes ? In Livingetone's tender-hearted
African bearere, or in the Arab slave-mer-
chants? Jeremiah at an>' rate knew whe
was bis true "neighbor". A short prophecy
is devoted to Ebed-melech, closing with the
worde, "because thon hast put thy trust in
me," Jer. 39 : S.---Cheyne.

It was an art of womanly tenderme,
whirh makes it as fragrant as the breaking
of the box over the pereon of the Lord. It
ie not enough to serve and help those who
need assistance; we should do it with the
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