
THE -:- DRY -:- GOODS -:- REVIEW
The importation Into Canada of white and grey cotdons of ail kimbeing comparatively smail at present, a reduction of the tarit
these goods of trom 2}4 to 5 per cent. might, perhaps, have thadvantage of Increasing the Government revenue, but cettainlywould not endange- the existence'of our industry in these Unes.
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po t ut thoe rs and lo s te m a sing of that article m ust needsmave such a vast amount of special potection as it now enjoys.The re of 3o per cent was as highly beneficial to the monopolist
as it was highly detrimental to the natural growth and pro fa
of that mndustry itself. And to justify such a pretention,waich might appear p aradoxical, i would ue sufficient to
pointgt an.those scandalous rate wan which certain Canadian
manufacturers have recently waged among themsedves and whichhave nearly created a panic in this market. The circumstance
wasstill fpsh in the memory ofall the drygoods men, from Halia to nancouver. He meant that sudden and almost criminal depre-caon of 26 per cent on a well.known fine of colored cotton.
brought on. as every one fully knew, by a simple desire on the parto some of our cotton canufacturers to ruin and crush down one oftheir brethren in business who had stirred their badl blood by refus-
ng to join the combine.

Now was perhaps the time for him to quote from a foreign book
on political econoy a phrase the rudeness of which e asked hishonorable hearers not to pay any attention to, but which, in hisopmnion, defined exactly one of the most objectionable chara cteris-tics of high potective tariffs. "Small industries," says that foreigneconomist, "*have no more chance in the struggle for governmental
encouragement than infant pigs have with full.grown swine about ameal tub."' Weill, in order to obviate the return of such unreason-able and disastrous fluctuations, only one means was in the handsof the Government, and that was in lowering the Customs tariffs.When the Canadian manufacturer will depend only on the amountof protection which he really deserves he will find it difficult toplay baseball with the interest of the merchants whom be nowvirtually holds at his command, and they will see the end of themonopolists. A reduction of the tariff on ail dyed, colored andprinted cottons trom 30 to 25 per cent. would sufficiently conduceto that object, and would not in the leaist endanger the Indu-tryItself or sacrifice those who presently carry a stock of these goods.Surely a rate of 25 per cent., to which must bc added 5 per cent.more for importation charges, ought to be a substantial enoughbarrier to protect any sort of such industry under the conta ofreally competent men who would net count on Governmental encour-agement as a mere matter of speculation.

QI course, they need not be surprised that some of the cottonmanufacturers should entertain ideas different to theirs, and ripe-cially if they try to impress them upon the Government by using ailthe powers of Imagination which must have b-come thc more fertile
for having been exposed during the last :8 years to th% rays cf pro-tection, which they monopolised. They will, doubtless, try ta
prove that their cotton industry would simply be ruined b, even as
small a reduction on the tariff as 5 per cent. Why, it was in i890

s that in the course of an election campaign in the county of Quebecn that the cotton makers at the Falls, or at least some people talking
e in theîr names, went over the country to warn the electors that vot-

t ing against the party then in power would mean voting for a reduc-
tien o the tarieh, and the consequent closing up of the Montmorency
milîs. That factory was then working cxclusivcly for the Chinae market, a circumstance which, if his judgment did not deceive him,

e wouild mean that no protection was needed, except perhaps .i Hung
st Chang's.
y Whatever the monopolists might say, lie had in his possession a
. letter which an important Canadian manufacturer of cotton who
r wrote him recently with regard to his article in The Globe, and in
s which that gentleman declares " I once was an advocate of extreme
e protection and I now think that if the tariff on cotton goods had
- never been higher than 20 per cent.,it would have been beter for legi-
c timate manufactumrs." To sum up the above considerations, the tariffshould be reduced as follows : On grey cattans, tram 22); ta 20per

cent.; on white cottons, from 25 ta 2og pr cent.; on dyd, colored
and printed cottons, from 30 to 25 per cent.

Other The two most imporant items of the presentRedactions Customs tariff regarding woolen goods are as fol-
urged• lows: "Fabrics and manufactures composed whollyor in part of wool, worsted, the hair of the alpaca goat or any other

like animal, 30 per cent.; manufactures composed wholly or in part
f wool, worsted, the hair of the alpaca goat or other like animal

viz., blankets and flannels of every description, cloths, doeskins,
cassimeres, tweeds, coatings, overcoatings and felt cloth, 5 percent. per pounù and 2ç per cent." The Canadian importers, bewas sure, would be unanimous in asking that something moredefinite and easy of application be put in place of the two above
items. The terms cloth coatings and overcoatings under the pre-sent tariff have perhaps given as much trouble to the appraisers asall the others put together. Sa much so, in tact, that the Depart-ment at Ottawa ha from time to time been obliged to issue special
rulings in order to help the application of the law, which rulingsoftentimes, however, rather went around the trouble than served to
alleviate it.

In 1893 he asked the abolition of aIl specific duties, and duringthe month of March, 1894, when the Government issued its newly-revised tariff, the importers were not a little gratified to fin-d that
the troublesome specific duties had disappeared. The pleasure,howeï er,was only of short duration, for, on the 29th of May follow-
ing, a new tariff containing the unlucky item above referred to took
the place of the other. This latter change could not have been
suggested by bona fide makers of woolen goods, since that class ofmanufacturers were as much protected by the first revision, which
gave them 30 per cent. aIl round, as by the last revision, whicballowed 5c. per pound and 25 per cent. ad valorem. Thiswas impressed upon the Government by some makers of low-gradestuffs, of which shoddy and mill dust are the chief component parts.
There were not more than one or two rianufacturers of voolen
cloths and tweeds in Canada who would preach in favor of the spe-cific duty of 5c. per pound on their fabrics, and were they pressed
for an unbiassed opinion most ot them would confess that the rate
of 25 per cent. alone was substantial enough protection for'them.
For all these reasons the specific duty on woolens should-be totalyabahshed, and a general rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem imposed.

Naither linen nor jute were manufactured in this country, but
they were now subject to a duty of 20 per cent. on plain weavesand of 25 per cent. on jacquard or damask weaves. Their importa-
tion constitutes a very valuable item of the revenue; and the mer-
chants, at least those who are in favor of a revenue tariff, will not
a%!vise any reduction of the present rate on ail the goods of that de-
nomination.

The line ofsilks comprised articles which could not be classified


