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PROPOSED SOHOOL OF FORESTRY.

In the English Houso of Commons on May
15th, on tho motion for going into Committeo of
Supyly,

Sir John Lubbock called attention to the
stato of forestry n tlus country, and moved for
a Seloct Committeo to consider whether, by tho
cstablishment of a forest achool or otherwize,
our woodlands cottld be rendered more remun
crative,  After pointing out that this was tho
only great country in Europe which tonk no
notico at all of its national forests, lio sxid this
was a timo when it was peculiarly desirable that
they should have an inquiry of tho kind he
proposed ; because, in the first placo, the head
of the Indian Forcat Department waz in this
country at the present moment, and thoy might
have tho advantage of his cooperation and
advice; and sccondly, becauso the Ind..n Office
wa8 at the present moment engaged in organiz-
ing the system of instruction of the Indian
officials. o thought it would be vory desirable
to consider the whole subject before the Govern-
ment made any arrangements that would apply
to tho Indian officials. If a woll organizod
forest school was ostablished it would afford a
valuable nucleus in the first instances Ho did
not, howover, wish to cxpress any deocided
opinion in favor of tho cstablishment of a
Government School of Forestry, It was a
subjoct for inquiry. Every onc, he thought,
would admit that they could not havo a success-
ful school without haviog acceas to a large tract
of forost. It was almost impossible for private
jndividuals to cstablish for themsclves n satis-
factory forest school, and it might bo poseible to
render onr nstional woodlauds available to
privato imtitutions, so that young men might
have tho advantage of instruction in arboricul-
ture,

Dr, Lyons, in seconding tho motior, stated
that total amount of woodland in Ireland was
only 330,000 acres, being 495 acres less than in
Hil, The amount of timber in England was
infinitely below that which sho ought properly
to possoss for the purposcs of tho wvatural
protection of the soil. and for tho protection of
our herds and flocks. Tho question of our
timbor supplics was of tho greatest agricultural,
commercial and industrial importance to this
country.

Sir H. Maxwell ssid that thero was an
immense quantity of money wasted just now in
mistaken forestry operations. (Hear, hear.)
No one who had spent any portion of his lifo
in stadying thesubject could fail to bodistressed
in going through the country to sco hundreds
and thousands of acres of neglected woodland.
(Hoar, hoar.) Considering tho amount of
rrivato encrgy and self denial involved in the
formation of woodlands, it was not too muzh to
ak tho Government of thiz country to recogaizo
that, and to tako al- 1 to placo within the reach

of the public tho best possible information on tho
subjoct,

Mr. Gladstone thought there was great room
for improvement in the management of our
woodlands, for thero was 8 widespread and
muschicvous superstition against cutting down
trees, and very fow indeed understood how to
cut down a tree. Everything was dene too
much at haphazard, and he thought the appoiut-
ment of a comwittee might be of great
sdvantage. But as to tho cstablishment of a
school he desired to keep centirely from any
engagement.,

Sir W. Barttolot, Mr. Ackers, Mr. Dawson,
Dr. Farquharsun, and Sir G. Campbell also
spoke, and the motion for the appointment of
cominitice was agreed to.

PREESERVATION OF OUR FORESTS.

There are reasons entirely independent of
czonomic value which make the preservation of
our foreats a matter of prime importance, and
would mako their rnin a national calamity. It
is not that they have much influence on tho
rainfall. Thoso who hold that they do so mis-
tako cffect for cause. The rain produces the
forest and not the forest tho rain. A forest
growth inay not of necessity follow an adequate
supply of moisture, but the supply of moisture
is an indi, *nsablo condition of it. The utility
of forests, nside from their markotable value,
lies in their power, not to cause the rainfall, but
to regulate its distribution. In this thoy are of
incrleulablo benefit.  When thoy cover the
ground about tho sourves of great rivers and
their tributarics, the porous soil, with its
mosses and its accumulation of faller leaves,
acts a3 a vast spongo to retain and alowly ¢ Jiver
the water that falls from the clouds in the formn
of rain or snow. When thoshcltering trees are
destroyed and the ground is laid bare, all the
water ruas off at onco; tho brooks that had
beforo flowed continnously and with comparative

cegularity becomo roaring torrents in gpring and
dry channels in summer, whilo tho rivers that
depend on these sources of supply swell into
freshots at ono season and shrink into insignifi-
cance at another,

The recent destructive floods in the north of
Italy, and notably along the river Po, with all
tho misery they bave brought, are ascribd, and
10 doubt with truth, to the partial denudation
of the mountainous country about the sources of
streams. Tho and and comparatively valueless
condition of certain parts of Spain is duo to
similar causes. It is for us to sce, while there
is yet time, that similar ovils do not fall upon
us. That wonde 1 region of tho Wost known
as tho Great Divide, givos birth tothoe Missovri,
the Yellowstone, the Columbia, tha Coloraco,
and the Notth Fork of tho Platte.  Tho pro-
sereation of ita shelterting forcsts is of vital
interest to oll tho rogions watered by these

rivers. 'The samo is true, in g different degree,
of the sources of mauy lesser streams within our
national territory, Sometimes, asin tho case of
the Hudson, tho sources of the river and its
wholo course lio within the limits of ono State,
and the local government is therefore master of
tho situation. If New York should permit the
Adirondack forests to bo destroyed, she, and
she alone, would bo answerable for the conse-
quences  But, in most cases, our great rivers
1130 in ono or more States or Territories, to flow
through or by the domain of othiers on their way
to the sca. Jere tho State authoritics are
powerless, and if the romedy is to bo applied at
all, it must be apphed by tho Federal Govern-
ment. Momentous interests are at stake, and
tho welaro of tho whole nation demands careful
consideration.— Prancis Parkman in June
Adantic.

COMMENCING BUSINESS.

“ Neover start until you are ready ” is an old
proverb, aud we venture to think that if 50 per
cent. f travellers and clerka who start in busi-
ness as timber merchants, were to pay alittle
attontion to this old adago, there would be less
compotition, fowor bankrupteies, broken hopes,
and homes, It should bo the aim of overy
man to improve his position, but wo can
rocollect somo cruel turns in fortune's wheel to
young men who, having accumulated a ‘ittlo
money or having had it ‘“left” them, have
decided to ceaso making a fortune for another
and have started in business for themsclves,
It genorally happens that theso aspirants aro
good cmployes, and as such command fair
salarics, but thoy have had no experience in
knowing what it is to havo plenty of dobts on
ono'’s books, and plenty of bills to pay. There
scems to bo an 1dea among some men that they
have only to fit up an oflics or stock a yard, and
then ordems will flow in, all of course for cash,
aud a round of prosperity, culminating in a
fabulous fortune, will t:e the result. Unfortun.
ately-this does not gencrally happen. Tho few
“ frienda” who promise to do their best for the
now aspirant soon get used up, business docs
not roll in in an unbroken stream, Lills are not
paid promptly, and ho has to wait an uncon-
scously loug time for his money. We have
known such mmen, with plenty of money on their
books, who soon found thiemselves in financial
difficultics. And this kind of busincss soon
tolls, for beginacrs, as a rulo tako ordery at tho
lowest possible figure, in the hopo of building
up a t-nnection, and when they get it they
cither linger through years of montal misery
and penury, or sock the relicf which tho Bank-
ruptey Court affords. Betwoen bad dobts,
comparatively fow good orders, and dull tunes
generally, the business quictly dies out, and is
quickly forgotten by all savo the man who
ventured his all in it.  And he, broken in heart
and pocket, becomes a wiser and a sadder man,

No greater mistako i3 mado by men of too little
capital than stacting in busincss. Hero and
there wo have examples whore men havo been
oxceptionally lucky and have pulled through,
but in many cases the struggler only gocs
through a brnet poried of hepe to a crushing
disaster. And tho worst fcaturo of thess small
capital mon 18 that they who, above all others,
need a fair return for ther goods, sell them at
ruination prices, and when looked at from a
scnsiblo standpoint scemn to invite the r-in they
try to avert, Tlus striving for business by
wirking for legs than a fair remuneration is
productive of other ovils than thoso it entails
upon thoso who practico it—it tends to reduce
prices all around, aud tv awaken suspicion
regarding the credit of mon who will moot thoir
bills. Whilst we rojoice to seo men from the
ranks come to the front, wo have no sympathy
with those who start without looking fairly
ahoad, and trust to good luck to pull them
through, or the Bankruptcy Court to lift them
out of their debts and difficultics.  Ono of the
chiof disadvaptages that peoplo with small
capital havo to contend with is that they are
forced to buy on credit of the larger houses,
thon, in order to wmneet their engagemonts, they
forco trade and accopt paper from people who
are known to be untrustworthy. Somo of the
1oading merchants 1n the West India Docks are
well acquainted with all this, 1 yet tho ovil
continues, Meanwhile the discount houses grow
fat, becauso among the impecunious classes
tbey get, instead of & fair rato of intcrost,
something hike 20 por cent., and whon once in
these i}l brokers® haads, hifo becomes a perfect
misery.

In conclusion, we arc of tho opinion that em.
ployes in good prositions aro often far moro
comfortably situated than their employers, and
it 18 worse than folly to coameonco businuss
without sufficient capital, relying on connections
which rarely are of much solid benefit alone.~
Timber.

Durable Timber.

Tho durability of the framed timber of
buildings is vory considerable. The trusses of
the old part of the roof of the basilic of a St.
Paul, at Rome, were {ramned in 816, snd were
sound and good in 1816, a space of nearly a
thousand years. Thoso trusses aro of fir. Tho
timber work of tho external domes of tho
Church of St. Mark, at Venice, is more than
$10 years old, and is still in a good state.
Alborti observed the gates of cypress to the
church of St. Peter, at Rome, to bo whole and
sound after being up nearly GOO years. The
inner roof of tho chapel of St. Nicholas, King's
Lynn, Norfolk, 18 of cak, and was comtrucied
upwards of five hundred years ago. Davillor
states, as nn instanco of tho durability of fir,

that the largo dormitory of the Jacobins’ con-
vent, at Parit, was cxecuted in fic and lasted
400 years,



