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will te found that the deacon's uffiee is o wise, | inore elfectual extending of the bread and water of ! external, and for the st part, flestniary means,

and aslutary, i nat an essential tustitution,
All the chiureh ofilse-boarers we have seen, are

epiritunl hie,
How then are deacons to hie eniploved, and more

! on which it hns pleace] Gad that, in the present
“worlly the veey exi vence, nad ull the progreaive

deacons by vitue o ther offienl telanag to the | CAPrCially whew tus cnmmunity o) praperty ta ot operatians, e wpar tadaduesetnents of the ehnge

chitell. My siers nud eliets me thue deacons,
but & theas hnve ao mach todo with sprstualition,
the great King of tie caourca has npprnted wetase
of persvue, who nte Jess engsged in sprntunlitien,
to be * hielps®® 10 the mnaesters and elders jn the
tempotalities of the cliurch, and 1o act wath them
a8 descons,

Now, fiom the foregomng semaths, the proper
tange ot duty for dencons may be easily gathered,
and will be seen 1o be oncrous and estenmve.
Far, let 1t only be remetabered that the whole mas
chinesy of the church, whcthier at hoine or abisoad,
whether aupporting and advaucing christianmty
where it ts plauted, or extending 1t by missionaty
effurt 1o the datk places of the easth, depends on
ita temporalitice.  Though, doubtless, the great
head of the church could eaaly employ the minia-
tration of augels to proclmm salvation, yet it ishis
pleastre to coustitute 80 cluce & connexion in this
world between sjunitual gnd temporal thinge, and
10 make the success of Ins gogpel depend vo much
oa outward 1nstsumentainy, that it is yzually in
propartion as temporal meang ate furnished with
seasonalileness, liberahity, and z#al, that clisistian.
ity is found to prosper through the blessing of
Gud. Deacons ate thusa cliss of ollice.bearers
whose peculiar proviace it is to ealighten the
chtistian people on this sulject, aad to regulate
and superintend their efforta, to receive, protect,
and apply, the whole contributions of the chutch,
as they tud 1t by, for the gloty of Christ, and the
interests of religion: and not only e, but they
should themselves be patterns and prompters of
christian Liberality and zeal,—that Christ's king-
dom may be preserved and prasmoted at home, snd
may be prosperously extended over the whole ha-
itable earth.

Ilow erroncous then is the notinn, that dea.
eon’s have nathing more 1o do than to luuk after
the poor of theic awn congtegation!  1f this were
all, they would often have nuthing to do, for in
many congregations there are no poor.  But the
scriptueal views, which have been sdduced, de-
monstrate that the affice of deacon is much more
ample and elevated than is generally supposed;
avd that those who hold it have weighty dutics to
discharge, which will require all theie atteation,
energy and zeal.  Hlad it beea only 10 take care of
the poor, and, in particular, to see that the wid-
ows were not neglected in the daily aninistration,
that these office-benrers were appointed, 1 cannot
see why it was necassary that they should be men
of such exiraordinary eadow:nents as is descrshed.
In the addiess which you have presented, whilst
this duty ia not overlovked, ather and higher du-
tiesare traced out fur those who hold the vifice of
deacon, and the subject might even be futther pro-
secuted thanat is in that dacament. It is evident
from Scnpture that this office wasfound nccessa-
1y whoa the church was in & state of Tapid growth,
and wlien its extension over the whole earth was

Tously plated.  Never was the christiaa
church more practically of the character of a mis-
mx charch than when this offize wasappoint-
od. And what were the dexcans tadot Whilst
they were 10 atiend to the nccessities, hoth ont-
ward and episitual, of theirassociateaat hand., they
were to {nok aronad that they might discover the
destitution wlich prevailed in mare distant ve-
§00s: they were to cast an cye of holy zeal over
the exigencien of the whole church, nay over the
spiritunl wants of the wo:ld a2 large, and bath re-

these to the christian office-heaters and peaple
with whom they were mote cluszly connected, and
segeest, and endeavour 10 pratide the bast means
ol afiording telief.  The widows of the Greciane
were neglected in the duly ministration. This
‘was a0t becanse there was no provision for them,
o becaase there was partiality in the distnda-
sen: but because thiere was *o much 10 do that
thete was & neplect. thrangh inadvetiency, of
evorsless at hand,  Itis wrae, that in the primi-
tive churcl. thete was a commuaity of goods, and
the immediste seflcrence in 10 ontward provinon,
Bt it shoald also be rocollected, that where out-
ward provaciaa was made, spiritual peavision was
lalc.‘n’t.l{npttld: nay. that the circumstances of
the primitive church were woch, that this commu.
aity of geods was practised chicfly as astep 10 the

nrcexnty T fopeply, that thes propes work w the
s eate of the pou y—of e poor, kowever, ot t an
Coatward visw ntuac, of caelly, but of the anntunl
¢ prootye—of A perishing world urmuid them,—wietehs
o4, aud min ralle and poor, and Llund, and nakind,
by reason of sia=that they may receive the bread
at {ite, the woed and otdinunces of grace, for the
nodtislunent of ther hinmoniar souls.  In short,
dracony sliould be like those aen of lorachar o
old * that hiad understanding of the tumcees, to knaw
what tmacl onght to do.’==With libetal and en-
hightened zcal they should ook around, not thro'
their ows congregations wlone, that they way
prampt and encourage every *labour of-love
that suay be practicable and neceseary; but they
are to extend tlicit care over the whnle church, or
rather over the ficld of the woild, which the
church is required to oceupy: and they are to plan,
and labour, anid racrifice, und pray, and to sur up
all around them hy their exampleand anfluence, to
such activitiea and exeriions as ny be required
for the proeperity and extension of the kingdom of
Chuist.  Peacous are thus a cluss of allice-hiear-
ets who, with n disposition to * devise hiberal
things,’* and to be *“zealounly aflected®® in the
best of cauncs, shiould, individually and collective.
ly, consider and inculcate the progressive tove-
tnents incumbient on the church, aud hy their own
contnibutions, and those of their chiristian breth.
ten, to which they should direct aud stimulate,
make 3t their business and their delight o devise
and turnish, as far as possible, the ways aud means
by wiuch the gospl inay be respeciably mnaintuin.
ed at home, aad success(ully extended over the
whole carth.
1t is unnccessary to enterinto further detail.
The vativus duties which the deacons aze 10 dis-
chatge must be left in a great messure to the cit-
cumstances of tlie times. 1 ouly epeak of what 1
conceive to be the ginnd ecriptu=al design of the
oifice aselt. 1 shall close this communication
with & fow general tematks.—1 would say, that
tiere ought 10 be deacous in every church, 1 mean
in every congregation: and the more that theese
office-bearers in onc pluce, can co-nperate with
their bretlizen in other places, #0 much the better
for the good of the church at large.  For, from the
aspect of our own pefiod, g0 pregnant with great
events, and whea the thue to favour Zion acems
to be near, even at the daors, 1 would suggest thut
the chiristian chureh was never more in need of
deacons than at this moment: and that were we
1o particulatize any portion of the earth, we mght
say that nmever was any, in the visible chutch,
mote in necd of vigilant, encrgetic and devoted
deacoas, than the Peovince in which we live.
The reason of nue arangement, of later times,
conuected with this oflice, { am not able ta cou-
jecture, except it he that the office ttelf has not
beenrccognized in its high imjiortance. Why sho'd
deacons not be ineinhers of church courts as well
asclders ? There is no reason for this tian the
word of God, Lut rather the rcverse.  And when
w Jer that ministers and clders, judicially
assrmbled in Preshyiery or Synod, have so much
of ¢ .¢ons’® business to t t, and ia tra te
ing which they arc officially, in sheir capacity, not
of pastors and clders, but of deacons, 1 sce no rea-
son why a tepresentation of deacons proper, uoder
judicious regulation, should not appear in oue cc-
clesiastital courtx, especially in asusting in those
n parisof b 29, peculiar to thcir office,
which necessurily full to he discusaed. Whatisa
Synod, or cvea & Preshytery, I would ask, when
deliberating, as they often do about finaacial busi-
ness, but a deacon’s court? And to me there ap-
pears 10 be an incoasiateacy ia the fact, that these
18 not & deacan propetly so called amaoug them.
This defect in our ecclesiastical constitutiou has
been felt, and has, we apprehend, originated the
proposal of a deacoa’s coutt, to which we hiave no
pactica'ar objectioas, and every conceivahle objec
tion to which, (whether stroag or trivial,) would
be remaved by making such a court nothing differ-
ent from a Preshytery or Synod consututed for
deacons’ husincss, that is, for attendiag to the
temporlities of the charch, sad in which minis-
ters, ";""";,‘“‘-"“”m‘“ tegelaied propor-
tion, and all acting as might very ploper-
Iy comivia ia discussing and cneg:; ahoyt theen

* t1an chueel, sl e s tusepatabiny dependent,

fmow wrl, §woull cannedt the deacon’s ofe
fice with all the geent sehemes o1 e eliurchyeeg.
prewtly with the enstent st of ordiiances in tully
planted congregotions, aml with ali sussionacy exe
ertions, buth forcizn anl domesties  This oftice jo
oncraus: let it putinre not be migtaken,  Jtisaleo
honvralle: 1ot its nature nut be underaared. It
wae the ofiice of Steplion, who was full of the
toly Ghost, nud who was signnlized as the first
wartyr for Christ.  Jt was heid by Plilip, who
twehit the Ethiopian Eanuch, and liereby was pro.
hably the hienoured ansttument of eatrying the
gospr! fur abirond among the Gentilea,  Jmmedi.
ately on the institution of 1hus office the word of
the Lord increased, #ud the nmber of the disciples
multiphed greatly. Lot us gve ths office a due
consideration, and instend of dong any thing to
tower, let us do every thing to elevate it toate
scriptusal character and impartance,  Let men of
gravity, of vesavity, of solbitiety, of conscientiate.
ness, ne the Scriptures expressly tequire, be cho.
gen and ordained to this oflice: and let sucl) be die
teeted to undertake and praaccute sis duties, in
humble dependance on divine grace, aud encout.
aged by the prospect of a great reward.  For, let
thent remember the words of acripture,~*¢ They
that have used the olfice of a descon well, pur.
chase 1o themselves a good degree,'and great bold-
weas in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.’*

1 have thought the present communication ne.
cessary to complete my desiga i traneniiting the
Address on the Supenntendence of the Temronl-
ities of the Church.  J.et ine apologize for slready
oceupying so many of your payes, which might
otherwise have heen filled with miore valwable
maiter.  If you ean spare room for this letter, {
shall feel prrticulacly obliged, und § shall not, at
leaet for some tite, be hkely to request so much
of your kind iudulgence, .

1 remain, my dear sis,
Most faithlully yours,

ANDREW FERRIER.

Loxpox, C.W., Aug. 31, 1846.

My Dzar Sin,

At amnaw about to leave Canads and return
to iy own charge, 1 have thoapht that it might
he proper 1o comniunicate ta Yau and through you

| to the Church here some of the facts which came

nnder my cbsersation duting the period 1 speat
hete as a deputy fram the Free Church  You are
aware that my Iahars have been chietly ennfined to
the eastern part of the country, that pant \n which
the degtitution of religionn ardinances is mnost ex-
teasive. Wath that part of the countzy J am pow
pretty well acquainted, and nuthing has nnpreseed
me more than the wide and promising field of wee-
fulness which it offers toa fanthiful go_!pv:] minie-
try. 1 spent sumetime in the ‘Townehips south

the St. Lawrence, from Dandue eastward through
the eastern Town<hips as far snQuebee.  InDun.
das 1 found A 1nast respectable congregation which
tiad hanlly been visited by any of your minteters.
Several individuals hers ceparated from the estabe
hishmient party as soon as ihe distuption in the
Church took plnce, aud in the absence of other
means set on font a mecting of their owa on lhe

- Sabhatly, in a neighbouring schonl.house, whichis

carried on atitl,  Some of Whie fitmest adhereats 1o
the Free Chutcls cawse are to be found bere.  §
was very much delighted during my short vieit to
them, aad do hnpe the Church will not be forgeifol
of them. A eangtegation of about a hundred was
collected on s few hours’ notice.

1 spent some time in Melboome, where Mr.
Fraser, missionaty of the Free Church, has been
labosing for rome time. 1 understovd there is a
003 conpregation here, and that Mr. Fraset's ser-
vices huve heen pecnliarly acceptable.  An indi-
vidual belonging to the congtegation told me that
the seeds of ductrines had been sawed in Mel~
bourne which he helieved would bear frait before
wmany daya hence: aud certainly, from what I
derstood of the etnte of matiers there, 2
neededitmate. 1t seemato be sbownding with alt
sotte of creeds—univermlism, millerieen, osuch
fike by no means waatiog. Asthereis 8 preapect
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