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phonic system has shown the feasibility of
a change, by the great success of its pu-
pls ; wvhen both England and America 'are
marching forward together in the direction
of a radical change; wvhen the Canadians,
heretofore slow in taking up this question,
aIre nowv in line with the leaders of the
movement on both Continents ; whien our
school systern is undergoing, at the hands
of the Governmental authorities, a process
of simplification with the view of rendering
our national education more practical ;
when these facta exist. and those events have
happened, and are hapeig we think
the time is ripe fzDr the change of our spel-
]ing system.

Is such a change practicable ? This
question can be answered by pointing to
.the change made in our National currency.
Canadians now no longer count pounds,
shillings, pence, groats, farthings ; in our
grandiathers' time they counted nothing
else. It wvas a radical revolution ; but it
was accomplished without rebellion or
bloodshed. it was in some respects a
more serious change than that now contem-
plated. It affected ever 'y one. The old
had to learn another system. of calculation,
or run the risk of being cheated. The
young required to master both systems-
because both old and new systems ran
consecutively for a time, as both systems
of spelling would. The change in calcul-
ating currency came about by National
proclamation; the change in spelling will
corne about by the local Governmental
authoriries Ilauthorizing" the new methodl.

It rnay be objected that the spelling re-
formers are not thernselves agreed as to
which system is preferable;. and the ob-
jector may encteavor tu-secure a postpone-
ment by requiring such agreement pre-
liminary -te the change of the school curri-
culum. The answer t6 this is brief: Let
the various systems bc submitted to the
Central Committee, or Council of Public Ini-
struction, as the varlous school books are
submitted. 'Leat the learned gentlemen of
the committee impartially irivestigate the
merits of each, and then decide to Il auth-
onize"1 the best.

Tie spelling, reformn mcsvement should
be national in its character ; and it should
begin in the schools, so that it may -have

as fair a chance as the present method bas
had. There need be nothing compulsory
about the matter. Let the local teacher or
school board introduce or not, as hie or
they please, the Ilauthorized " system-or
any or either of theni, if more than one.
Let the scholars study either the old sys-
tem or the newv, as they or their parents
prefer. Let the new system standon its own
merits. Let it be used in alI documents-
examination papers, etc.,-by those pupils
wvho learn it ; and let those wvho prefer the
old way go on blundering.

How many schiolars can speli perfectly
according to present orthographic rules (!> ?
How many Leachers ? If the proportion
of scholars be as one to fifty-a liberal per-
centage-w.ýhy should the forty-nine lost
marks and merits by failure to do wvhat.
cannot be done except by those who pos-
sess extraordinary powers of memory?
The purpose of examinations is not-or
should nlot -be-to exhibit precocity and
develop prodigies ; the purpose of examina-
tions .*s-or should be-to test the pro-
gress of the pupils, keepingî.n mind their
opportunities, capacity, heredity, sex, and
all other points of differentiation betwvee 'n
one and another which may affect the judg-
ment of the examiner. Is a spelling-
bee a fair test of education or capacity ?
If so, why are the sehools flot doing their
work? If not-and every one will admit
it is not-why virtually mnak'e it so by ne-
quiring schclars to spell -arbitrarily or suf-
fer in consequence ?

Let progressive teachers, enlightened'
parents, and s.uffering scholars, petition*
the Educational authonities of the Province
to relax the 's'ri'ngent rule which now
makes Johnson'ian spelling compulsry im
class arnd in examinatior.b. If the Min.îster*
of Educationgrant the praýyer ôf thie peti-
tion, the key of the position. is gained ; if
he doas not, the question w'yill then corne
up for argument, and the spelling reformers
are sure to vin. We incline te the op.in-
ion that the petition would be signed arid
supportecl by leading educatiorîists th.rough-:,
out Ontarioî an;d further, that'thé, MAinister'
of Education would go a corii.idéràble.
l1ength in the direction of the prop o-sëd.-.è'
form. As for parents ànd scholair., ihey-
would not shrink froôm setting thein signa-
tures to such a petition froLn'a grounidless
fear entertairÀed by some that the -ety-,
mology of the Ianguagewôuld suifer by. the;
ýgrànting- àf ,the ray er.*


