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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE. '

was but receiving into brotherly aflection such as were
in church fellowship, but not a receiving of such us
waore weak into the church:

TFor ausw er unto whieh, consider,

That in the text are two things to be inquired into.

First.—What weakness of faith this is that must not
hinder yeeciving.

Secondly.—By whom, and to what, he thatis weak
in the fuiii is to be received,

To the first, What weakness of faith this is that
must not hinder receiving; whether was it weakuess
in the graces of faith, or n the doctrine of fuith? It
is conceived the first is included, but the secoud
principally intended,

First —That some of the Lord’s pecple are weak
in the graces of faith, will be confesced by all: and
that the Lord would have his Jambs fed as well as his
sheep, and his ehildren as well as grown men, and
that he hath given the right to Gospel privileges, not
to degreesof grace, but to the truth. “ Him thatis weak
in the faith, receive you;” or unto you, as some good
translations read it. (Rom. xiv. 1.)

Secondly,—Ttissupposed this command of receiving
hiw that is weak in the taith, doth principally intend,
that is weak in the doctriue of faith, and that not so
much in the doctrine of justification, as in Gospel
iustitutions, as doth appear by the second and sixth
verses, which shew that it was in matters of practice,
wherein some were weak, and ai which others were
offended ; potwithstanding the glorious Lord who bears
all his Isracl upon his heart, receives (verse 3) and
commandeth, *Him that is weak in the faith, receive
you,”” or, uuto you.

Therefore, here we are to inquire of the receiving
in the text, “by whom, and to what,” he that is weak
in the faith should be received?

In which inquiry there are two parts,

Tirst—DBy whom?

Secondly.—T'o what?

To the first The text makes answer, “Him that
is weak in the faith receive you,’’ or, unto you; which
must be the Church at Rome. to whom the epistle was
writ; as also to all the beloved of God, called to be
gaints. (Rom. i. 7.) And as to them, so unto all
churches and saints beloved and called throughout
the world.

Note: Thatepistles weas wellto direct how churches
are to carry things towards saints without, as te saints
within; and also towards all men, so as to give no
offence to Jew or Gentile, nor to the Chureh of tiod.

The second part of the 1uquiry 13, To what he that
is weak in the faith is to be received?—Whether only
unto mutunl affection, as some affirm, as if he were in
church felowship befure that were weak 1n the faith?
Or whether the text duth as well, if not rather intend
the receiving such as were and are weak 1 the faith.
not ouly unto mutual affection sf in the Chureh,
but unto church fellowsh.p also, if they were out
For clearing of which. consider to whom the epistle
wus written. (Rom i.7.) Not only to the church
there, but unto all that were beloved ,of God, and
called to be saints in all ages. Aud as at Rome it is
like there then were, aud in other places now are,
saints weak in the faith, both in z.m}) out of church
fellowship; and it is probable there then were, and
elsewkere now are, those that will cast such out of
their mutual affection. And if they will cast such
out of their mutual affection that are within, no doubt
they will keep out of their church fellowship those
that are without.

~ Argument 1—~Whereas the Lord’s care extends to
all his, and if it were a good. argument in the third
verse for them to receive those within, because God
hath reccived them, it would be as good an argument

to receive in those without, for God hath received
them also; unless it could be proved thatall that were
and are weak in the faith, were and ae in church
fellowship, which is not likely: for if they would cast
such out of their affection that are within, they would,
upon the same account, keep them out of church
fcl]lm\'ship that were without.  Therefore, as it iz a
duty to receive those within unto mutual affection, so
it is no less a duty, by the text, to receive such weak
ones as are without, iuto church fellowship.

Argument 2~Ts wged from the words themselves,
which are, * Receive him that is weak in the faith ;»*
wherein the Lord puts vo liwitation in this text or in
any other; and who is he then that can restrain it,
unless he will limit the Holy One of Israel?  And
how would such an mterpretation fooli~hly charge the
Lord, as if he took care only of those within, but not
like care of those without; whereas he commandeth
them to receive them, and used this motive, he had
received them; and he receiveth those that are weak
in the faith, if without, as well as those within.

From the example, viz, That God had received
them; whereas had he been of the chureh, they would
have been persuaded of that Lefure the motive was
urged ; for no true church of Christ’s would take in,
or keep in, any, whom they judged the Lord had
not received ; but those weak ones were, such as they
(‘nes{imwd whether the Lord had reccived them, else
the text had not been an answer sufticient for their
receiving them. There might have been objected,
They hold up Jewish observations of meats and days,
which by the death of Christ were abolished, and so
did deny some of the effects of his death; yet the
Lord, who was principally wronged, could pass this
by, and commandetl: others to receive them also. And
if 1t be a gouod argument to receive such as are weak
in anything, whom the Lord hath received, then there
can be no goold argument to reiect for anything for
which the Lord will not reject them; for else the
command in the first verse, and this exawple in the
third verse, were insufficient, without some other
arguments unto the church, besides his commmand
and example,

Some object, “Receive ye one another, as Christ
hath received us unto the glory of God,”” and from
thence supposing they were all in chuich fellowship
before, whereas the text saith not so7 for if you
cous.der the 8th and 9th verses, you may see he
speaks unto Jews and Genttles in general, that if the
Jews had the receiving, they should receive Gentiles,
and if the Gentiles had the receiving, they should
receive Jews ; for, had they nut been on both sides
commauded, the Jews might have said to the Gentiles,
you are commanded to receive us, but we are not
commanded to receive you ; and if the weak had the
receiving, they si ould receive the stroug,—aud if the
atrong had the rceeiving, they should not keep outthe
weak ; and the text is reinfurced with the exumple of
the San’sreceiving us unto the glory of God, thatas he
receiveth Jews and poor Geatiles, weak and strong, in
church fellowship, or out of church fellowship; so
should they, to the glory of God. And as the Lord
Jesus received some, though they held some things
more than were commanded, aud some things less
than were commanded, and as those that were wealk
and in church fellowship, so those that were weak
and out of church fellowship, and that not only mnto
mutual affection, but unto fellowship with himself;
and so should they not only receive such as are weak
within into mutual affection, butsuch as were without,
both to mutual affection and to church fellowship ; or
else such wenk ones as were without, had been
excluded by the text. Oll how is the heart of God
the Father and the Son set upon this, to have his
children in his house, and in one another's hearts as
they are in his, and are borne upon the shoulders



