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The session 'was opened 'with an address by Acting coming froin our failure to adtequately lîrovidte for
Mayor Sainuel E celes. lin. J. G. Johinson, of the certain and inexorable deinands of the future.
Pecabody, KaLn., responded on behialf of the dele- Argument is flot deniandcd, as once it was, to
gates. A gavel, ornanicnted mith gold, was p re- cstablishi the fa.ýt of the inccessity of sucli rcquiî-c.
scuted to 1.resiclent J. E. Shepard by Maj. N.S. ment. Ail of the eider orders by experieuCe, and
]3oynitou, of Port H-uron, ïMichi., for the delegates. niany of the iie1 vor ones by observation, 1i hopc ail,

REPOT O TIE PRSIDNT.have becomie conv'inced of the necessily oif afiia-
REPOR 0F UE PIESIEST.tive action. !in fact, it vouid seeîîî ns if al basis for

MNembers of the National Fraternal Congresa advero argrnnent, was destroyed by the action of
LADIES AND GENrLEMEN,-At the openling of several Orders in this body, whlose iinonîhlcr-ship is

this, tie tvelfthi animal session of this body, wve more than hialf of ail the inneinbership of the orders
înay -wull. congrattulate oursel ves upon the favorable I-"e recntel, ai whio in sonie onu of 111,111 Vilrv-
auspices under Nvhlichi Nve muiet. ing directions have soughit safety cither hy change

kt is inlanifest on every biaud that in ne prcceding in rate, providing for a reserve, or reduction on
year of Our lu e lias theî-e gonle ont frolîn us se iliuch, accomnt, of certificate, etc.
pi-actikal betieN ulecc to btriekuin and dependent l'or semne years this Congress lias been consider-
failiies as in the ycar iuow se îîcar its closc. Never ing this inatter, and at its session at P-ortL Huron
lias there go>ne gric.tcr and mure abundant biess- put itsclf uniiistakably on record by adopting- the;
iii"s te orphian chid or wvidowcd nmother, and nleyer following resoluitions:-
did it go out more frccly or more in consonanice "Resoived, Tîxat the iuooningi Presidetît of this
witlî a t: lie fraterrial spirit. WVe have fiIed in no Congress bc requested to appoint aSpectai commit.
direction te maXt',e gootd ail demlands iaeupon lis tee of three to prepare tables of rates uLpua the
iii the ine of 1-raterîîity, oven whIeu cireunîistaneces level prenfium, the liatural prenîinii or step)-rato
oreate1 a dcînand that catnif, as suddeîily as it wvas plan, and1 the stop-rate plan, -%vitlî sudh niilica-

urgent.tions ,y applying te a proper extent the pninciples
;Se far as lias corne te ilny kn-iovledige, the past of a roserve or eniergency f und."

year lias been elle of prospenity te the Orders in IlSaid Cornrnittce shaîl, se faux as possible, sectire
geucral. Nue have comte te grief anid few haeand present te this Congress a Coni)prehunisi vestatu-
failed te inake a subeautuial gaini. it is unuclces- ment of the reinedial changes whichi have 1)een, or
sary te îîîiko allusimn to staitistic:s of condition, as shaîl, ln the enisiing year eo, adoptcd by any Fra,.
the report of thoec:ctrv'rauo of the Coli- ternal. Ordor, the object bieri-cl sough,,lt beitîg the
gress anîd thamt of the co1lîiuittee on1 statistios Wvill socutrinig of such. kuioiledge as shail lie of valute to
give uis full and doflnite information as rega~rds thc th is Congress in arriving at dofinito, safe and bouud
finances of tItis body ami te conditions of the sev- conclusions.")
oral Or-ders iii detail. It furthor cmlphasizedl its conîvictions by re-enact-

The -arienis pap)ers wiih ]lave beon prepared by ing the resolution, unaniniotisly adoptcd aS Louis-
meîîle-s of tlîis body and Nvill bc read te you -%viil ville, as foliows:
detnanii attention and discussion, and on every Il Wliereas, at the last session of thie Congress a
liand the indications are thiat tlîis is te bhe omphat- resolution wvas umiinnously adopted iii whlîi it.
ically a session. w ~ as dcclnred te be the iniperativo duty of tht..

kt iust ho, for it, Nvil ho a session frauglît wvitl several Orders rcpresciitcd huire te xnale, at the-
consoquenices of gi-ate.it iliturest tu t-le mlillions in eariiest practical date, proper provisionl for mneetig
%vliose cauise wve have azscuîbled and -whose safoty thîeinevitable inecase in the rate of nioxtaliiîv, 1,V
wve %vould coniserve. Iii ne preceding session lias adjustuiont of rates se tliaS contributioni siaI ho
our action bcen se carcfully Nvatchcd and se ther- cquitably proportionodl te tue hiazai-d aS islz;
ong"Iiy scruîinized as it wvill ho in this elle. Ou IlResolved, That this Congross liercby ro-allirnîs
tlîe oneliand our frjinds, lu tleir. dopenldonce, turil its dielaration of ene ycar a ro.»"i ato
te us for aid and direction ; on the etiier hiand our It Ynaly falirly bo concludeàd, fi-oui the 1).T action
oppoeors Ilope te find uis .1itilout Convictions, oir, Of tiîis colgrcss, that te maini issue tIi.%t %%Jl
that liaviug tlieni, Nve shall lack the courage titat, corne before us to-daty is net IlAre reniedial, inca,
niakoes coniviction1 effective. We simould net disap. Vres requir'ed?" buit is, lu fact, Confliud te tM14.
point theotne, or give te ether roason for scifish, ondeavor te o eti ~a eîd~imesrsc-
gratulatien. bost be applied te eitn oîiiîst rdv

NVe ii:ve reason te expeet iîîost favorable rosults Ille Lest, results. Reinomnhberiin" the -oit-s of thi-,
fri-ox tliis session, because tuis fact 13 flmnuly estai). Congress at Torotnto, Louisviiil audlu n-u
liied that se far lu our experieiceocach scssion lias irS wonild be au affi-ont, te your intoiligeuice te ad-
beeni a gi-caSer success than atîy tîtaLt lias gene bo. vaîce, au argfmnut, or evon te assuxtie that ait
fore. It has Leen. se because cadli year 'xc have argument iseîîcedcd, te cstabhisl She exitence ot
brougclit te our decliberatietîs a strouger desire for pi-osent and prospective dangorous tettdctîcieis. As
gi-cater ktewl-cdie, a miore rosoltite deteî-înination lirst iii imîportance, and as oîîtitlcd to î-iglit of way,
te ascertain Ste trtoth cwid te live nip te it. it bjas I wonld cail your attenttion te the
beeu Casier te accenplii resuits, bocause ecdiOTOFCMIrE ;RTS
ycar N-c have liail gi-eator toleration for tc views ERT0CO ITEON AT.
of otbot-s, aîid last, but îîot least, we, year by yea-, 'Your Special Çoîînîittee o11 Rates wvill pres-i
are cotîn( ieti -ir te a coinînomi agreîeent thtat the whîiat, lu tho judIgtniCIî of its inenibets, is besi.
best i->o of iii iiîst lh-ive fn-st considoratoiî ratier adaptod te ineot our coinion 1-oquti tetiots.
tîaîil tie Neifzirc of the itîdlividu:1l Society. It is net iny purpose te fot-estail atiy porîtiotn of

\Vitlîout futither pi-eface, I Ci-ave your patience the report, but 1Ilitay propct-iy urge uputi titis Con.
while I ht-iit te youlr attention, as riioflyas 1 niay, gi-oss its itogt cax-eful cousidet-ation, amîd tliat w-e
sonie of the noi-e iîmportant niattors that will coîne 'bring te this duty utnbiascd anîd utiprcjud(icetl iiîinds,
before y<>ifor action. G reatest ef nlliiiimportance regardiess of wliat e eo- othors miîy li-v-e attemtittd
is a fndinq of the bosS aîîd niost practical renieditil er accomplisiied. Tue Cenîmiittue w~iil tell y'o, or
masure thut slhal çouiîtenct thie cvil tencleucicil ifit cloçs ziottell j'eu it is4neithe1çs tiîfact, tiîam


