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prophets wvho wrote themn could flot have
forescen alt that iras iii the mind of the
spirit by whom tbey were indited. The
'verses refcrred to are boe said to apply to
Christ. But they aIse biad a more ]inme-
diate reforence to Christ's covenant people,
-Who, on thec ground of their relation to him,
ax*c incinhers of his mysticAl hody. "gWhy
pcrseccutest thou met" Ver. 15; Hïosea ii. 1

V. 18-Comparo Jer. xxxi. 15, 16, with
Jer. xl. 1. Rlachel, the wife of Jacolb, had
heco buried near Rama. In the striking
imagcry of the prophet, she le reprecrited
as m.ourning for hier childrcn led into

V.2.- ie shal lie called a Na7arine."

Cannot tell cortainly irbat prophccy is hore
rcferrcd to. Observe, the words are flot
quoted ns spoken by a particular prophet,
as ln the other tîvo cases, but what iras
spoken by the prophets iu general. Tho
name Nazarene was applied te Christ on
accoutnt of bis living in Nazareth. It was
nsed as a term- of reproachi by his enemies.

V. 22.-Arehelaus see te have inherit-
cd the cruclty of hie father. fe massacrod
threc thousand Jews lu the temple, at 0one
lime. No wonder Joseph 'vas afraid te
trust Ii'm. Philip, bis brother, who rxiled
in some of the tribes farther north, "'as a
person more doserving of confidence.

LESSONS.

1. The wickcd are ready te go any
1enc-th for the gratification of their sinful
aitad nalignaut passions.

2. The longer sin is ndulged. the great-
or ie the nscendenèy it obtains.

3. Sin, sooiner or later, brings doerved
piunislimcnt.

4. God can make even the wrath of
man te praise hlm; whitee ho over-rules it
for the accomplishment of his irise and
holy purposes.

5. Those who follow the directions of
God are safe.

FOURTH SABBATH.

STJPJECT: ,Tesus ancithe Doctors. Luke
ii. 40-52.

*Tcsus, as muan. made progress le know-
lcdg-e hy the study of divine truth. When
hie hadl arrived at the age of twelve years,
it hecame bis ditty, as a Jew, te attend the
feast of the Passover. How inexpressibly
interesîing te, hlmn must every part of that
ancient andi suggestive service have been 1
]wingr that the ordinance iras typieal-
and probably feeling that aIl those Lbinge
miust bave their fulfilment in him, hiov rare-
fiil hoe would be te und-rstand aIl. New
trains of thouglit are started; nnd now, in
the midet of the reeognized toachers of re-
ligion, lie avails himself ef the oppertuuiy
te make enqulries-while, in hie turn, h
imparts sucli instruction as the questions

put te him îveuld warrant. Christ is ofton
reprosented, ns on this occasion, " disputing
wvith, the doctors;" but the narrative dees
net, authorize this viow. Ris modesty ns a
youth seems te have been as conspiclous as
biis extmnordinnry knowlcdg-c of the things
of God.

V. 46.-" lu the midst, tc." The seats
of the teachers were arranged in the form
of a seinicircle, ivii.le enquirers, &c., occu-
pied the open space irnmediately before
them. Acte xxii. 3. Jesus iras, no e'oubt,
meved by a divine impulse, te promrat hie
visit at the temple. Ronce hie ansîver to
his mother, (v. 49) which, wvhite remindiug
ber that obedience te hie father la hecaven
muet centrol, hie conduet, stili recognizes
bier rigbt te exorcise over hlm parental
authority. But'l- God manifeet in the flesh"
is a great mystery. There le mueb that
Wve dat-o net attempt te expiain. Thero
iras mnuch that; Joseph and Mary could
only wonder at witie thoy waited for more
light.

1. The lime of youth le tbe proper sea-
son to acquire relig;ionis knoîvledge.

2 . It ie the duty of the yeung te listen
te the instructions of the accrcditcd tcachi-
crs of religion.

3. Mecsty of demeanor is net enly
chx'istlikc, but aise iovely lu the eyes of our
fellow-heings.

4. Respert for tbe autherity of parente
iqs essential te the christian character, and
is an evidenice of increase lu truc wisdoni.

5. Even wîhcn ire cannet fully cempre-
bond the words of Christ we should treasure
tbem up ln our hearte.

Theological Hall.

The soventoenth session of the Theolo-
gical Rall, Halifax, wab brought te a close
on Tuesdav the Sth of April. Serenteen
studonts irere lu attendance during the
session, riz. : 10 of the third ycar, 3 of tho
second and 4 o? the firet. rhe 10 wbo
bave completed their cnrricul uni ar-e Moes
A. McL. Sinclair, A. J. Mowitt, A. Simp-
son, A. Glcndinning, J. Rogg, A. R. Gar-
vie, ,J. W. Nelson, A. Christie, J. Sinclair,
and R. Archihald. Ail these are alrcady
exnploved as prohationers; wlth the exeep-
tien of Messrs. Nelson and Cbristie, -whe
desired sortne timo te recruit their exhaueted
energies, and Mr. Garvie bas ehar-ge of a
school in Halifax. Messrs. Met. Sinclair
and Moîvitt, have been appointed by tIe
Homo Mission Roard to tIsa Pietou Pres-
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