
230 ~ ~ !Ej 3Q0 111cî anb grtign cobSet

of tne progrosi' of the chinrchi at large and
the condition of otiier congregations. Triese
arc our spiritual miscrs and niggards. There
arc stili utiiers duit have tu -,truigglu lard
for a preciîrious cxibtenice. Theyv fuel bare-
iy able to pay thucir înh±ister-s, but thcy try.,
and, with a little aid from the churcli, tlîey
sucu-ied. 'Tue most uîxisati.sfaetorv position
of ai is ocetipied by congregations tliat are
largcand wealtlîy,and yct arc so thougiîtlcss,
so xueanspirîted, so tiiciritian as to Icave
thecir ministers to suflier waxît, wvlile but lit-
tic is donc for any of the scemcs of the
ehurcli.

Whiic soma wcnk, congrogations have
donc and arc iloing tîteir part faitlhftlly and
well, wc helieve tlînt fev if axiy noiw rcceiv-
inge aid fromn the ftinds of the cîmurcli but
could do without, it werc cvcry man to byve.
Up te, the Apostobic rule and give in propor-
tion to, lus nîcans. While, tlîis is admitted,
yct wc have nxo hesitation in affirmîng tlîat
in gencrai our wvcak congregations are far
more liberai and make mucli greater sacri-
fices tlîan our wealtluier congregations.

The apostolie injunction was, IlBear ye
one another's burdens, and so fulfili the law
of Christ."> The early Christians would flot
for a moment imagine that whcn tiîey had
supported tlîeir own toachiers they had dis-
charged their wholc duty. The wlole bodyv
was bound together by the mighbty bands of
Christlike love. It shotild bc so with us.-
This congregation is moraiiy bound to help
other coxîgregations : other congregations
are botind to recîrîrocate. The church. as

awholc is under obligation to cvcry part;
and every part is bound to regard the inter-
ests of the whoic.

Dr. Hodgc, (the gïcstcst Theologian on
tl•s side the Atiantie, if not the grcatestnow
living) says that the ordinary mode of sup-
porting miîîisters in America "l i radically
wrong in principie, contrary to ail Divine
appointmeu ts and to, the usage of the churchi
in ail ages cxcept our own. Our wbole
thcory of ministerial support is founded on
a denial of the unity of the clîurch. It re-
solves itscif into congregationaiim. The
minister is the servant of the congregation
and they only are bound to, support him.-
Against this system we have written and

protcsted for yenrs; and soine of the bcst
j nun ofour clurch ia ve argncd and lahourcd
to hubvert it ; but tu au J>urpose. In this,
as in bu mnî utmur points, Presb)yteriatnismu
lins lbren con,.r-cg-atouializcd ( i. e., adulter-

j îted and weaîkeîvui !,v the initroduetion of
tiie priuîciples of Iuidepceîîeiiy) iii this coun-
jtry (the Uuîit.d States) to bueli a degree
tlîat the publie ouiid lias become fixed.-
The people are bet iii tîmeir pre.sent wiay or

are bund to suppîort their ownrninistcr, but
wvlîat have tlîey tu dIo %witli supportmng the
minîsters of otmer coiigregations 1" Dr.
IloiGE addsl -.- " Let the brethrcn, cîcricai
and lay, thinl of tlieb thîiiig>. 'riz., 1. The
obligation to stupport the iîiniistry so, far as
it tests on the law of Christ, that tlmose who,
preacm thte G.,slpd s/ali lice by tht gospel ; or,
0o1 the gencral prinile of moral and reli-
gious duty, binds the wvhoie, ehurcli and the
church as a wvhole. 2. lUnder the 01(1 dis-
pensatioîî, tlîe obligation to susto.in the tem-
ple, its services, and the îwicsthood rested
on the whole people. It was a lien on the
property of the wvhole land. 3. The saine
principie lias been the geiîcral law of Chris-
tendomn. 4. Tlirowiug tlie support of the
clergy on the particular congregations to
whichi they înister, is very inueli an Amer-
icanisia. It i.s une of tia newt prineiples
-%vichl have sprung up amoig us, soma of
whiclh arc good anti sonicecvii. 5. It works
great injustice to the Iîeople. It uinposes on
the feiv and t/te poor the saine burden which in
other places rests on the nîîany and the rich.-
6. It works grievous injustice to the minis-
try. Iluîidrc;ôs of tlîei are labouring on a
saiary whichi docs not afford thcm even the
uccessaries of life, to say uothiug of its comn-
forts."

Sentiments sucli as these from sncb a
quarter are worthy of carcful consideration.
We are glad to say that to soma exteatour
eharcli lins been acting on the Seripture rule.
About one-third of our settled charges have
beeu, or are nowv, rceiving assistance from
the stronger congregations. Hithertp the
Home Mission Board lias had the disburàe-
ment of the aid grantcd to, Nwak cougrega-
tions. A change in this arrangement je ia-
evitable and will probably be brouglit about
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