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of tne progress of the charch at large and
the condition of other congregations. These
are our spiritual misers and niggards. There
are still others that have tu struggele hard
for a precariouscexistence.  They feel bare-
1y able to pay theirniuisters, but they try,
and, with a little aid from the church, they
succced. The most unsatisfactory position
of all is occupied by congregations that are
largeand wealthy,and yet are so thoughtless,
50 meanspivited, so unchristian as to leave
their ministers to sufter want, while but lit-
tle i3 done for any of the schemes of she
church.

‘While some weak congregations have
done and are doing their part faithfully and
well, we believe that few if any now receiv-
ing aid from the funds of the church but
could do without it were every man to hve,
up to the Apostolic rule and give in propor-
tion to his means. While this is admitted,
yet we have no hesitation in affirming that
in general our weak congregations,are far
more liberal and make much greater sacri-
fices than our wealthier congregations.

The apostolic injunction was, * Bearye
one another’s burdens, and so fulfill thelaw
of Christ.”” The early Christians would not
for a moment imagine that when they had
supported their own teachurs they had dis-
charged their whole duty. The whole body
was bound together by the mighty bands of
Christlike love. It should be so with us.—
This congregaticn is morally bound to help
other cougregations : other congregations
are bound to recirrocate. The church as
a whole is under obligation to every part;
and every part is bound to regard the inter-
ests of the whole.

Dr. Hodge, (the gicatest Theologian on
th’s side the Atlantic, if not the greatestnow
living) says that the ordinary mode of sup-
porting ministers in America “ is radically
wrong in principle, contrary to all Divine
appointments and to the usage of the church
in all ages except our own. Our whole
theory of ministerial support is founded on
2 denial of the unity of the church. It re-
solves itsclf into congregationalism. The
minister is the servant of the congregation
and they only are bound to support him.—
Against this system we have written and
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protested for years; and some of the best
men of our church have argued and laboured
to subvert it; but to no purpose. In this,
as in so many vther points, Presbyterianism
has Leen congregationalized { i. e., adulter-
ated and weakened by the introduction of
tag principles of Independeney) in this coun-
try (the United States) to such a degree
that the public mind has become fixed.—
The people are set in their present way of
thinking. They will acknowledgethat they
are bound to suppurt their own minister, but
what have they to do with supporting the
ministers of other congregations ¥’ Dr.
Honek adds :—*“ Let the brethren, clerical
and lay, think of these things. viz., 1. The
obligation to support the ministry so far as
it rests on the law of Christ, that those uho
preach the Gosped shall lice by the gospel ; or,
on the general principle of moral and reli-
gious duty, binds the whole church and the
church as o whole. 2, Under the old dis-
pensation, the ubligation to sustain the tem.
ple, its services, and the priesthood rested
on the whole people. It was & licn on the
property of the whole land. 3. The same
principle has been the general law of Chris-
tendom. 4. Throwing the support of the
clergy on the particular congregations to
which they minister, is very much an Amer-
icanism. It is onc of the new principles
which have sprung up among us, some of
which are good and some evil. 5. It works
great injustice to the people. It imposes on
the few and the poor the same burden which in
other places rests on the many and the rich.—
6. It works grievous injustice to the minis-
try. Hundreds of them arc labouring ona
salary which docs not afford them even the
necessaries of life to say nothing of its com-
forts.”

Sentiments such as these from such s
quarter are worthy of carcful consideration.
We are glad to say that to some extent our
church has Leen acting on the Scripture rule.
About one-third of our settled charges have
been, or are now, receiving assistance from
the stronger congregations. Hitherto the
Home Mission Board has had the disburse-
ment of the aid granted to weak congrega-
tions. A change in this arrangement is in-
evitable and will probably be brought about



