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inasmuci ats that race lias received mueli
wron_,, and ouglit to receive niuch good,
nt the hands of those îvho have settled in
the land which was once theirà. The pre-
ponderance, however, is with the Eurucpean
societies. The Ameriean societies have
ini this rcgion thirty-three missionaries,
fortytwiho native prejachers, wliether or-
dained or flot we cannot say, and 2,233
commrunicants.

The Enropean societies have in the
sanie regrion seventy-seven missionaries,
eight ordained natives, ail of whom are in
connection with the Churcli Missionary
Society, auud 4,277 communients.

The West Indies 'are stili au field for
missionary enterprise; and we find that
fully -200 British missionaries labour in
those islands. In South Anierica there
are 14 English and 15 American mission-
aries. Eight of these are Presbyterian.

The total number of Protestant Foreign
Missionaries is probabiy a little over 1900.
The number of native preachers, teachers,
catechists--coaverts frorn heathnst--
tively engaged in direct mission r' work is
about eleven thousand. The whole nu ber
ofeconverts from heathenisrn who are eom-
mnunicânts, is estimated at about 300,000
'This, we believe, is flot; above the mark.

IME CONFESSION 0F FAITII.
The Confession and Catechisms arenfot

intexsded in any way to -take the place of
the Bible, or to corne between us and God's
Word. They are merely human composi-
tions which are of use to show the sense in-
which the Churcli understands the Bible,
and also to serve as uneans of helping the
young to a systernatie acquaintance with
Divine truth. The Confe~ssion ii not our
raie of- faith or our standard -of belief. It
is flot the ultimate authority. It eau be
chariged, revised, shortened, exteuded, as
the Chureh may see cause. The Refbrmed
Churches have always maintained their
right to revise their subordinate standards
so as î te adapt theni to time and place.
Thtis hma been nolably the case with Seot-
tish Presbyterias.. It wcre a misfortune
to any.Ohurehto feel itself bound down by
the foîý.nu1as and very words adopted in
past dgès, and to be itse1f without thse faith

and courage that should enable it to ex-
prcss the truths of God's Word in tise cur-
rent languago of the day.

Making these allowances and admissions,
we dlaim for our Confession of Fnith the

.glhest place as a faithfùl, skilful, and con-
sistent exhibition of the system, of divino
truth revealed in the Bible. Lt wag coin-
piled by able andi earnest men in times of
great trouble. God in Ris Providence gave
the opportunity, and the muen ivere pre-
paredl for the work. The ripest scholar-
ship, the soundest theology, the deepest
thouglit of England and Scotlnnd were
engagcd in the work of preparing the
IlConfffsion." Years uvere devoted to the
ta8k.' .And the result uvas vorthy of tise
effort.

The systcnu of truth contained in oùr
Confession hiasbeen adopted, substantially,
by ail the ]Reformed Churehes; and the
Confession itself by ail the Preshyterian-
Cliurches of En-glisli and Seottish type.
Ail the Presbyterians of Scotland adhere
to it. The two great Presbyterian Churdhes
of thse United States unitcd a year ngo on
the basis of tIl "Standards pure and sim-
ple." There are several smaller Presbyte-
rian bodies in the United States whio
adhere to the saine Standards wvith. equal
stringeney. Thc orthodozx Congregation-
aiist Churches on lotI sides of the sea also
look to, oar Confeszion as thcir circed. The
Baptista very generally homologate it,
exeepL, the passage relatiug to Baptismi.
Presbyterian Churches have crried the

*Confession with them to Australia, to 1ýew
Zcealand,. to Mfriea 7 India and 'China. lu
is a text-book in Theologiesi Senuinarles
in Canada. It is a harud-book for Bile-.
classés in thousands of congregations.
There neyer wa§ a time ivhen it was s0
widely. studled or so.eoxtensivelyý adopted.

The Divines who met at Westminster to
draw np this Confession did mot probably
look beyond. Euugland, Scotlazsd and Ire-
land i the, work they were doing :how
delighted woulei tiuey have beeuu had they
realized the fut that they were workisg
for Churchea is evary quarter of the globe,
and in every_ age, of eoming ýimeI 1 Thero
are. very mamy more adherents to.the Con-
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