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Our Magazine continues to grow in favor, and not being
limited to any class or district, the verdict comes from the
kouscholds of every Province of the Dominion, as well as
Inany of the States of the Union, that no fireside reading is
complete without the ¥ auiLy CmcrE,

Its leading features are :
CHARMING SERJALS,
COMPLETE STORIES,
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES,  RICH HUMOR,
RESPONSES 1'0 READERS, RELIABLE RECIPES,
And FRESH CURRENT SOCIAL AND LITERARY GOSSIP.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
WEEKLY PARTS:
One Year, $1.00 Six Months, 60c.  Single Copies, 3c.
MONTHLY PARTS (WITH €OVER):
One Year, $1.00 Six Months, 60c. Single Copies 10c.
Posracr is prepaid by us to all subscribers.
Susscnisers, when renewing, should remit by post-office
money order or registered letter,

Ackxts may send one or three cent Canadian postage
stamps to make up the fractional part of a dollar.

LIVELY ANECDOTES,
HINTS ON HEALTH,

Pursons wishing to canvass for the magazine, either
among their friends or ae a regular business, will copy the
following on a postal card or letter and forward to us :
Pusriseers oF THE FamiLy Cincie,—

Please send sample copies and
circular giving private terms to agents and all necessary
information for canvassing for your magazine.

Yours, truly,

(Name) )
(Post Office address) ,
(County) y
(Province or State)

Be particular to write the name and address plainly,

CIRCLE CHAT.

ARISTOCRATIO NOTIONS.

Nothing seems mc~e silly than the ideas entertained by
many people with regard to their own worth, while when
brought down to piain matter-of-fact merit they bave not one
leg left to stand on.

The question has probably occurred to all of us, « What
maakes one man better than another?” and while we might
all give very nearly the same answer in effect, how many of us
betray in our actions, cither that we feel differently or that
we don’t care to be superior beings. The difference in our
education and surroundings greatly effects our conduct, and
force of babit has more effect than our better knowledge.
All thinking persons must agree that a difierence exists be-
tween individuals with regard to tastes education and ability,
which makes one indeed better than anotheryin spite of the
many points common to all. But the persons who assume
the most are, we believe, the most inferior of all our race.
The giddy belle and the hare-brained fop are only in degree
worse than a very large class of men and women, who, for no
cause whatever will persist in sneering at their neighbors,
who are possessed of abler minds, higher principles and deeper
sympathies than they, themselves,

‘

Far be it from our purpose to donounce honest solf-confi~
denco or. high, manly dignity ; but this class are not pos-
sessed of such qualities.  Their idea of their o'/n value 18
caus¢d by & perversion of solf-esteem and approbativeness,
and this, with the perversion of conscientiousness and a few

other faculties, oftontimes produces characters with strange:
notions.
Not a small proportion of these shabby aristocrats are. .

quite ready to stoop to the smallest, meanest tricks or fraud,.
and yet turn with disdain from their follow mortals, who are-
their superiors, to seek the society of thcre, who, by reason of
wealth, are followed by a weak, cringing, sycophantic crowd...
Wo sce theso miserable beings going among us with dignified
mien and igh head, holding themselves aloof from the trades-
men, whom they are not ashamed to owe for the very clothes.
they parade in. They are ashamed of honest labor and not
ashamed of securing, by deception, the unpaid services of
others. A mean, contemptible set of aristocrats, these. .

Nothing, however, seems more absurd to us than to think.
with some radical reformers, that all men are equal and each
ought, therefore, to associate with all. So long as liberty
of opinion is allowed, choice will be oxercised. One need
not hold himself altogether aloof - from those for whose soci-
ety his tastes and inclinations cause him not to cave for, and:
we venture that those persons would feel no desire for his.
company either, were it ot for gratifying vanity, When chil~
dren have perf‘ect liberty, those of similar tastes associate,.
while, with the development of these, false notions of worth,
maturer years see them widely separat<d, a simple illustration.
of the false foundation upon which distinction.in our social.
system is standing.

OUR ANCESTORS,

Frederick G. Gherke, Professor of zoology and compara-
tive anatomy at Williams College, is now in America en-
gaged in looking for fossils to prove his theory that men are ~
descendants of bears, which he advances in his book, « The-
True Descent of Man.” Skeletons of primeval man,”” argues
the Professor, « have been found in caves with bears, and
almost the earliest men we know about lived in caves ;” and
he goes on to explain that the earlier bears came down through:
Behring’s Straits and drifted down toward the tropic shores.
of Asiaon icebergs. The icebergs melted and the bears easily
found shelter on islands and on the coasts. In the course of'
the ages great floods came and the bears sought shelter in the
caves. Ip the meantime great changes had been going ou..
The bear had been gradually shedding its heavy coat as the
xesult of the warm climate. The bear had also learned to
walk on its hind legs. in the caves; in tho dry, warm atmos-.
phere, other changes took place. The connecting link was a.
kind of hairy, indeseribable raan. He often lived and died
in these caves beside his elder brother, the bear.

Any theory that deals with man’s remote ancestry is of"
iaterest to every individual, and the more absurd the more-

-productive of interest, provided it has some degree of plausi-

bility. Thepropounder of this theory first noticed a partially
developed &nee cap on the skeleton of a Lear -in.a museum,.
which gave rise to a careful investigation, resulting in. the

preduction of his book.

There is no doubt that civilization and- its progress have-
lifted man far above his early ancestors, but the learned pro-
fessor will have to subject some-of our modern bears to-the-
civilizing influences of his cousins, before he will.induce ug,

-1 ¢laim relationship. 1

.




