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imnincse valicys, wbçen soine ligit, vapors, which at first appeared
onl1Y like spiders webs onl the sides of the mnountain, soofi begran
to (letacli tlîeinselves in thie forîin of white flakes, stretching neatrer
aiid uceaier to cachi otiier, tili they at ast arr aug(ed theinselves like
a girdie, Ilollg the horizon).

All of a1 suidden, about eighit o'cloJkI,, tbis curtaiu erilarged
itself, and appr-o;iclîd Chimborazo ; then in a fcev minutes it
xnounted to , lu it first, but becoîinig perveptibly more dense.
'NVc nio longer' c'i erceive ilie sunmmit. 'We contimued, howi-
ever, to nint upwards, en)ticcd by the liope of a-ttaiingii oui' ob-

jecit nucli more easily than wè hakiupoc on leaviing ouir Ci-

Tfle fogr continîîied to iu('rease; we could flot see twenty paees
frorn us, At half past nine, it liad becoie se thick that it was
almeost as dark as îignrit at the distance of a fewv ietres. Confi-
Gent ot' findig oui' f'o-asteps again tu guide our descent, WC tra-
velle-d on %with additional stubborness; but we had every miomient
to, examine ilue eomnpass, nii order 10 avoid a pre-cipice which we
hiad lcft ou oui' rigît before rcavlingic the terminal depression by
w'hicli we resolved to gaiu the summnit.

It seenied to uis tlîat the declivity 1-ccaine, lcss stcep, WC
bî'eatlîcd more frcely) and walked witlî lcss effort. Soîne dîufl
detuations began at iiîîWrvals to bu~ lîcard iu the distance. At
first "'e ascribed ilîcm 10 the explosions of Cotopaxi ; but soon
rcvcrbcratiio' peals, sueli as are he;u'd only in the viciuîty of the
cquaurm, coîivinvcd uis tîmat tlîîîum 'as rollinig in the lower
regions. A terrible storîn was lu prel)aratiou.

lu the fear that the lhall or suow would efface the mar'ks oi
our feet, atid tlîeieby expose us- Lu the risk of losingr ourselves iii
the descent, we (leterined, wiili regret, to hlat for a wluile. We
hastenied to kindie oui' chuquiî'agua ;"cod, iu order to m-eit the
snow iti oui' cotfie-p)ot At ten o'clock, the therinomecter wliiclî,
at, five feet above the sulOW, iiidicateIl 1-7, wvas pluuged iii boiling
ivater %vlieî'c the iiicreu.iiy stooîl ai. 77-5.

IAt five minutes past ten, oui' oby.euvations terminated, and we
begran te dlescenid with giant stî'ides iu or'ler te r'egain our en-
C.allpuent. as speedý.ily as pî»-sible. Wu aîrrived, thcte iii tue inidst,
of the îlîick fug about -an licur after mucon he tlidcr rollcd
alnuiost, witluout, interruption, tic flaîshes of ligrlitniiug dcscribing
dazzling zigzags around us,. neveî' seen elsewlicre so .distinct]y
defiled ex£-ept ini pictures.
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