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sohool or college young men and young Ishould .slavishly imitate our predecessors
.e women are seldom, if ever, subjected ta -I meroly wishto .state thatthirough their

any really wliolesome and instructive %vorks wve should study the law'%S and
j, literary discipline, sucli as we wvould. con- principles of written language withi a viewv

sider caleulated to make an endurable to thc acquisition of î% certain elegance or
impression by refining the taste and recti- exccllency iii the art of prose composition.

r fying the judgment; and but very few, In prosecuting our studies of the prini-
inideed, wvill volunltari.ly slubinit to undergo ciples aîîd. practic ocf this art, it would

'j the nuecessary training imaniiediately after not be \vise te commience *with the very
"flis-hiugt their Education " and receiv- old or recent authors. Tuec former Dnfay

inig tlieir Diploina. Our youig friends be aitequate<l and uninviting, tiue latter
generally inakze their acquaintance withl îay be frivolous or -mîsuitable. Before
the Belles Lettres throughl the miedijuin of turning oui' attention to the production of
some sensational nove.. But few, ve*y these wa'iters, it -%ould bu advisable ta
few indeed, liave suficient moral power or study the wvorks prodneed during Ilthe
49seif-denial" to volunitarily "ldevote their Augustan age of nlihLiteratut'e."
days and niglits Vo Addison," Johinson, It would he impossible for lis witbin,
Goldsniitlî n Pope, so that they naay the limits of one short article, to give a
improve thecir mninds aîad acquire a pure, list of the Englisi .Authiors whose -works
simple, graceful and vigorous style. The wve would recomiend as aids in the forma-
averago ilove I is but a poor exemplar of tion or acquisition of a graceful, elegant
style. There are, at least, (so far as ive and vigorous style ; we -%vill however take
knîow) but feiv volumes of titis frivolous the liberty of mamingza feu' of the great
literatture wfrich wve would (lare to recoin- jLiglits whose works hiav-e shed a, lustre on
ni end for peruisal or' iîitbtion, and eveil our race and are at t-he saine tiuie the glory
if theso Nwerc recommended anîd the others «and ornanients of our mother Vongue.

* ostracised, young people would read t1he WVixilst alludiug, to theii: intriinsic anerits
latter with moird avidity and -%vould pro- we Nvill point out the characteristie
bably treat thie former with the greater qualities of eaceh-indicating their b-zauties
indillerence, if not wvîth supreie con- and apparent (lefects.
tempt. Sucli is Immnan. nature. A taste foir Eigiish Literature cices not fürnish us
sound reading a.nd slififl writiiig slîould wvith butter or mnore classical writingr thani
ho i-aicule.ated at Schioole and cultivated that whichi is zo bue fouud iii thie pages of
duî'ing eairiy life. It is a mistakhe to doler1 Adldison, Goldsmnith, Jobnison, Juinits
these tlings-% until our IlEduco.tion. is fini- and Swift. To those niay ho added
shed." Burke's Orations, SbrdnsSpeeches,

Thomias de Quincy, a good critie and an Gibboîî's Roe, llume's EI.unglanid ais o,
accomiplishied writer, alluding Vo modern Macaul ay's England, and rast but inotjle%St,
novels, affirins that the contents of lialf a the productions of the frulitfuil pens oi
dozen different volumes will iiot exhibit' Trollope, Thackery and Ditkenls.
as naany consecutive pages of decent Eng- Goldsmnith's ess.-ays, as a rule, arc sup-
lish. It is tî'ue that novels seldoin. afford erior Vo those cf either Addison or John-
place for a good style, and, as a rule, son. Tlîe.yzabound -withi features of ex-
%voî'se niodels we could not Lave. Their quisite grace and elegance, cliaracteristies
style (like that cf the majority cf news- ini which Johnson, at least, is rathei' defi-
paper articles) is cf a slip-sbod, free and cient. Johnson's style is very peculi--
easy character, whilst their diction is diflicult to manage, extravagant, unlsulited
deficient in nity, centînuity, perspicuity for ordiniary purposes, but quite apropos
and point--they are Ilcomnion place " in on dignified cî ornusual occasions. It is
fact, the effusion cf a moment Ite crea- characterised liy either inordinaite diffutse-
ture cf a daýy." A good style can only ness Qr unneccssary hrevity-two opposite-
eataie ydigent study of the c1assie, quah,,ities. i-lis Lire and .Del'ates- are

exemplars. The works cf the great nias- regarded as tht' most eleganit and elabo-
ters cf the art must be oui- medels. 1 do rate cf lais productions. They wvill, welI
mot intend to c>uvey the idea tLat we ,repay a careful perusal affd xnaterially
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