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LEO XIII, POPE.ý

Venerable flrethireuî, greeting àand apostolical beriedjctioîî.

guuaum.ma.Naddrcssing you to-day, - and ý%ie do so with a Ioving
Iîeart, - Our nuind naturally uevcrts to those relations of

Emutual 'kindness, to that interchange of good services
wli have always. existed betweeni the Apostolic See andtheCariadian people. I3eside your very cradie we behold the Church%with bier charitv. And ever silice she lias received you into lier -bosom,slie-has not-ceased Io l<ep yoti in close-embrace, and to lavish uponyou bier botinties. If that nman of 'imperishable rnemory,' who %vasFrançois de Laval.MNontmort ncy, %vas enabled tà ac3coilýpflsh deedsof such exalteci virtue, and so-fruitful for your country, of Which yourancestors were witnesses, it- was assuredly witlî the*, support ofthe authority and favot of the RÉoman 1'ontiffi. Nor was itfrom any othei- sourd~e that the worl<s performed -by succeedingbishopÉ -mieni of niost strikiiug hierits - dremiffleie ô-rigin and theassurance of their succees. iikewise,' to gscend toi the relnotestperiod, if ii trufy ýuniderthe inspiàation-andoiwing-to the initiative ofthe Apostolice -See, that geiférous bands of missionaries Iearned -theway leading to, youf -country, in order to bear'thither, ivit1i the'light ôfthe Gopl . hghe ui é ah d thé, fi rst germns of ciiilisatioji. And itis- those.-germsiwhich- fertilizedý by them- aisýo, àt the cost of long and


