
JEPIITIIAII'S VOW.

immolated at the expiration of that fatier, i îhou hast opened tiy mouti
term. But if she were devoted to to te Lord, do te nie according te
perpetual virginity, why should she that which hati procecded out of thy
asi for two montis to bewail a loss mouth; forasmucli as the Lord bath
wiiclh she miglit have spent lier whole taken vengeance for tiee of thine
life in bevailing? Tiis heroi niaiden enemies, even of the clidret of
tlhought it no ground for lamentation Ammon ?"
that sie must die in obedience to a Wcll might the daugiters of Israel
vow by whici signal vengeance had go, ycar by year, to lament the
been taken on the enemies of lier dangiter of Jeplthah for the space cf
country; butto die a virgin, to be cut four iays. Well miglit il bo made a
off in youthful vigour and deprived of stattte it Israel tiat the nenory of
the joy of beconing a motler in Is- tiis ieroie action slould be preserved
rael, this thonght awakened the plain- te aninate the zeal and pntriotisni of
tive emotions which craved a short succceding generations.
period for their utterance. Tien with IV. It only renains te pass in re-
a magnanimity that excites our ad- view the reasons urged for settig
miration she returned te ier father aside tte proof now addnced, aîd
that hie might accomplislt his vow; establisbing the position tiat Jepi-
the bitterness of death was past, the ttaits dangîtter vas devoted te per-
virgin sealed with ier own blood the petual virgintty. It is nrged tuat lie
bond whici lad been given for the daugiter is net distinctly stated te
glory of ier country. Do men laud iave sufered any tiing except per-
the ieroism of Greek and Roman petual virginity. Tiat depends upon
worthies, wlo esteemed it an honour the itterpretation cf te vow, for it is
to die a voluntary sacrifice for the distinctiy said that lier fatier Idid
good of their country ? Would they unto ier according te tie vow which
thank the cold crities who should at- lie lad vowed' The clause "and
tempt te rob theni of tiese inspiring sie knew ne inan," 15 added net as
examples of patriotie devotedness by an explanation cf the vew, but as an
torturing the language of ancient tis- additional circunistatce te ieiglten
torians upon their philological rack? tte interest and synpatly cf the
And shall this intrepid Hebrew maid reader.
be deprived, on liglt grounds, of lier The fact cf Jepitai being a
just meed of praise and glory? Shall Judge in Israel, aud consequently
the readers of the most ancientrecords acquainted iit tue law cf Moses, se
in the world be despoiled of sucli a far frei beinga reason vhy lie did
noble instance of self-szcrifice as this net sacrifice bis dauglter, bas actually
narrative records? Are we not been urged by some as a reason wly
touched with a mingled feeling of lie was bound by the vcw be had
admiration and pity at the story of rashly made. For in tte law con-
Alcestis-yielding lier ovn life to save cernîng devoted things recorded i
that of her iusband, or at the sad tale te xxvii. cmp. cf Loviticus, after
of Antigone performing the funeral p ision is given te redeem, certain
rites over the dead body of lier hap- Pris vhict iad been vowed te the
less brother, thoughi certain of suffer- Lord, il is added in the 28th and
ing a cruel deati herself as a reward 29ti verses-" Notwithstanding ne
for this pions act ? And shallive devoted thing ttat a man shah de-
net afford full-play te the spontaneous vote unte the Lord cf aU tl&at k kcth,
gush of feeling with whici we greet botk of mat and bcast, and ofthefik
the maid of Israel, when with an en- of his posscsion, skal bc sold or re
tire oblivion cf self she says, Il"My cedo : every devoted thingin most
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