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fuit  colonies  of  bees — they  all
sty 2 “‘single-comb  observatory hive”
But let the premimm list be what it
may, the exhibitor should make it his
cuide amd conusellor. It should be studied
thoronghly ; not only the apiavian part,
but all of the vules and vegulations, The
exhibits must fit the list—must cowmply
with its requivements. [ remember an old
man who once made quite a creditable ex-
nibit, perhaps as good as some exhibitor
who received $75 in preminms, yet this old
man received only one meager preminm of
$2.00. He felt that he was treated unfair-
Iy, but the only trouble was that hisex-
hibits did not meet the requirements of the

ist.

: Plan well beforehand what you will ex-
hibit, and How you will exhibitit. To
lustrate, one man who had had no exper-
ience in exhibiting at fairs met me the
ceond morning after we weve on the
arounds and said : ¢ Well, I suppose that
von have been planuning all night just how
o put up your exhibit so as to ‘dome
wp’!” “No,” I answered, “1 knew be-
fare leaving home exactly in what shape 1
k <hould set up my exhibit.” * You did,” he
[ exclaimed, ** well, that beats me. Had it
all planned out before you left home?
Well, well.” This planning and arvanging
anexhibit is half the battle. Time and
time and again have Iseen an exhibitor
beaten by some one who had fewer and
inferior zoods, but who knew how to ex-
hibit them to the best arlvantage. Mauny
atime have 1 heard H. D. Cutting =ay, in
b passing an exhibit, < Wouldn't I like to
vet in there and armange that exhibit.
E Some of you fellows would have to take a
E Lack seat if that exhibit was only upin

shape.”  Aud he was correet.

f  Have everything the very best that it is
possible for you to getit.  Remember that
¢ in these days it is only the very best that
& casecure a preminmm. To go to a fair
K with a sccond grade article isonly time
E il money  wasted.  Never stop  with
2 That's good enough,” or “ that will have
E todo.” 1t ix good enough only when you
an make it no better, and even then you
E will often find that it is only second hest.
e Nothing takes the conceit out of a man
E like making exhibits at the fairs. 1 have
been at it now for about 135 years, going to
five State fairs last year, and 1 expect to
st next week on a similar tvip, and 1
suppose it is this experience that is lavgely
to blame for my modesty.

But to retwn, not only have everything
fint-class, hut have it veady a week before
voustt.  If yon don’t you will be hur-
ried at the last, will forget things, not do
g ool work, and leave home tived and
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flustrated, and if there is any place whers
a4 man needs to be at his best it is with an
exhibit at a fair. Have evervthing all
ready and boxed, and each box Inbeled
with its contents, so that you will not have
to be opening box after box in a worried
search for needed arvticles. 1 remember
one great, big, stout, euterprising bee-
keeper, whose home is iu this city, who
onee upon a time cawe up to Detroit with
an exhibit.  His comb honey was packed
in bulk in big boxes, his honey crates or
cases in the flat, his extracted honey in
bulk, and his bottles ordered of Muth to
be sent by freight to Detroit. How many
times he went to the freight offiee after
those bottles I do not know. But they
tinally eame and were washed and filled
in the night. Then there were broken
combs to be disposed of in some way and
the drip cleaned up.  The souud of
hix hammer kept folks awake until four
o’clock in the morning, and then he lay
right down on the hard floor and slept the
sleep of the exhausted, T gness.  Not only
should the comb honey be packed in its
exhibition cases, but the cases should be
in a dust proof case or crate with handles
on the end.  The exteacted honey <hould
bhe bottled and packed. By the way. the
nicest way of packing bottles of honey is
by the use of card board, of the cellular
style, made into partitions of the egg
crate style.  This Kind of board is made
by the Thompson and Norris (oo, Nox. 2 to
24 Prince St., Brooklyn, N. Y. It is
cheap and the company that furnish it
will cut it up and cut the kerps tor putting
it together. 1 had about 300 bottles pack-
ed that way last year and took them tofive
state fairs, and not one hottle was bhroken.
A little excelsior is put in the bottom of
the boxes.

Now a sugzestion (you know this paper
is only suggestions) about preparing bees
for exhibition. Take too combsof bees and
seitled brood from the colony having the
bees vou desire to exhibit.  Set them in a
hive. Put a queen in a cage on top ofthe
frames,  Shut up the hive and Keep it shat
up until towards night the next day.  Keep
it out of the sun while it ix closed. When
it is opened set it by tae side of the old
ecolony.  Inaday or two most of the old
bees, that is, the flving bees, will have ve-
turned to the old hive. Now release the
queen. Do this a week or two hefore the
hees are to go away. The day before
they are to o away fake them to a
new stand. Shake the bees from one of
the combs, returning it to the old colouy.
This gives an abuudance of young bees
that can bear confinement.  The day that
the heesare to go away,set the comb of bees

P

ripate -



