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pinied togcthIer, and con&pa<tctd by that ivhich C t. iy joint sup h, ne-
cording to the effectual vorking in the neusure ut eery pull, muaketl
increase of the body untu the edifying of u(self ni love." E ph. iv. 15, 1W.
The figure of the humanîî body, by which tl.e church is here representeid,
s a figure equally simple, familiar and expressive. In d(eed, a carelul ex-
amination of this, amid the otheî figures enployed by the iIpird n ricis
to illustrate and enforce this duty, will abundantly conuince ciery un-
prjudiced inquirer, of the impeiative necessity of eiery niember of a
church .contributing accordinig to his abihty tu pronote is edificanon.
Wiat language we ask could thie Apostle have chosen, more appropri-
atel to show that evcry member of a church had certain functiuons to
perforai, to promute the general growth ard stablity of the body ? Ilo
describes the Ephesian church as " A BODY EDiFYiNG ITsELF IN
A church edifying itself, by every member accoidingto the grace gnien,
"speaking the trut/. in love." He describes the exercse of iliese gifls
doctrines and deceptions practised by the sleigt, the cunmung, und tll
as the means of preserving them from being imposed upon with the false
craftiness of men. These means always have, unid always will, appeur
%cry weak and inefficient to mere worldly professors, for " perfectng
the saints." But, in this, as in every other instance, the means for ac-
complishing the divine purpose arc such as prostrale ail fleshly glorv
and human wvisdom in the dust. " The wisdom of this wor[d is foolish-
ness with God." I Cor. iii. 19, Again, the sane Apostle, in allusion
to the same figure, vhen writing to the Romans, says, " having then
gifls differing according to the grace that is given us, whether prophecy,
let us prophesy according to the proportion of faiti; or miînstry, let us.
watt ou our ministering , or he that teacheth, on teucLug ; or he that
exhorteth on ex' artation." Rom. xii. Language, we conceive, could
not be more explicit, to show how a church is to be a " body edifyng
itself in love," or to show the imperatile duty of every member contri-
buting to the edification thereof, according to his abiihty. Every gift is
not bestoiied upon any une menber of the church of Chist, but, by this
infinitely wise distilbution of gifis; their nutua exercise is admirably
adapted for si.pplying the ,arious wanis of the spiritual body ; I for to
one is gien by the Spirit the wîord of %ihdom; o anoilier the word of
knowledge," &c. 1 Cor. xii. 8. This wise distrbution, and diligent
application of spiritual gifts, is beautifully illustrated by the Sa% tour,
when instructing his disc[les regarding th- nature of his kmgdom, by
the parable of the talents, and, which the studious reader m ill perceive,
developes the principle uponx îvhich the Aposiles acted, mn appontmg he
neans of the church's edification, and which sanctions and enforces the
practie for which we are con ending. Again, Paul enjoins the Corin-
thians to " covet earnesdy the best gifts," to seek that they might " excel
to the edifying of the church." Indeed. the whole of the 14th chapter
of his first Epistle, is devoted to illustrate the proper use, and apphcation
of these gifts. " I would," says he, " that ye ail spake with tongues,
but rathetr that )e prophesied," Prophecying, in which he was ro anx-
ious they 'should abound, he explains in the third verse, tu be a speakirg
to men, to edification, exhortation, and confort ."-" he that propbesteth
"difieth the church." And at the e1st verse, he lavs dowp a standing


