
out ;--and then a new scene of things commences. Now lie must be
blind mrideed, who casnnot sec in the decree that exposed Moses, in lis
exaltation, Divine call, and mission, in lus leading Israel througli the
Red Sea, in the niediation at Mount Siniai, in the perigrinations thrcugl
the wilderness, and in a hiuindred incidents of this history, an exact co-
incidence wi-th the facts recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John,
concerning the Messiah. But these historie incidents thougli evidently
figurative, and made to have a prospective reference to the incidents
in the evenîgehical narrations, do not rank anong those symbolic insti-
tutions, whose primary design vas to prefigure the Messiah and his
redemption. Such were tie instituited acts of worship belonging to the
tabernacle.

Sacrifice is as old as the fall of man, or at least was instituted imme-
diately afterwards, and continued in practice among ail those favored
with divine revelations, till the sacrifice of the Messiah, when it legi-
timately ceased. Ail sacrifices since offered have been unauthorized
by God. He accepted one sacrifice whbich forever perfects the believers
as to sacrifices. This divine institution has spread ail over the world.
No nation of antiquity, and, perhaps, not a tribe now on 'arth is with.
out sornc vestiges ofit. It was ain iustitutioi that human reason never
could have originated. The idea that the blood or life of any animal
could be acceptable to the Creator of the world lias no archetype, mu-
del, or analogy, in the sensible or .isible creation to orîginate it. The
ancients confirmed ail tieir covenants over the bodies of slain animas.
But this practice seens to have originated fron the sacrifices which were
offered at the time, whsen God coimmanded thei in confirmation of any
promise, which lie gaveto any ofthe humanfamily. Thusthepatriarchs
confirmed their cou enants, and from them the custom obtained of con-
firming ail covenants vith blood. Hence the seals of ail the articles of
stipulation ofsolemn importwerc seals ofblood. And whenthis custom
was laid aside, and wafers instead of victims became the seals of written
contracts, they were colored red, as the synbol of the seals of blood.

Among the ancients, the gradations in the obligation and solemnity
of ail agreements were, first, a mere verbal promise without witnesses;
second, a verbal promise before witnesses ; third, an oath ; and fourtb,
a victim slain. Thus wien the national constitution of Israel was con-
summated, Moses, after he lad audibly spoken the whole items and
conditions, had, by divine appointment, animais slain, and the blood
was scattered over the parchment and the people. So the highest
pledge or assurance of God's love ever given to mortal man, greater
than promise, oath, or even human sacrifice, is the blood of Jesus, by
whici the new institution lias been ratified. But after these generak,
we may conme to particulars in the symbolic worship at another day.

CHRISTIAN UNION.--No. 3.

Ix our previous papers it lias been made apparent that much of the
happiness of the ancient christians flowed from thseir union. That itis
siniful to make or keep up divisions in the body of Christ, we trust lias
also becn satisfictorily provcd. It iiow reniains for us to show tihe

TIIIE CHlRISTIAN.


