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anvthing ~hich private devotion can
cter. Here therefore is another and
avery strong reason, why the Christian
Jeld go reguiarly to God's Louse § &

ressom, I prant, which the laxity of

modern times has in wmany  parishes
weakened 1o a4 most grievous extent, —
e upon us that it should be so!
{ grant that when the holy sacrament
&ihe Lord's Supper, which was the
weehly feast of the Christians of the
Ealy Church, is celebrated three
times in a year and sometimes not that,
it way seem funtastical to set the
partaking of this blessed food in the
tmefiont of the rea<ons which should
brine ("hrist’s people together; but [
speak of what ought to be, and what 1
lave reason to believe is being realized
cantinuntly in wmore and morve of the
pari-h eharches throughout the lund;
and supposing a frequent celcbration
of the Holy Comumunion,—1 do not
-y how frequent, but if we should be
prainve and apostolical it should be
wery Lord's day,—supposing a fre-
quent celebration however, 1 may well
connt this amonast the neculiar bles-
sines, which Christians must come to
seek1n the public worship of the church.

In tew words then, the house of God
besides being a house of preaching is
ko house of Common Pruyer, and
especially a house of Commaon Sacra-
wents  ‘These are two definito charac-
ters which belong to the Church, and
shich onght to lead men thither to
vonhip God. 1 have not laid much
stresupon the argument which George

erbert uses in the verse which I
quoted above, in which he says,

Leave thy six and socen,

Pray with the most : for where most pray is
Heaven:

I think however that this is a very
ood argument ; what is intended is to
nng to mind the contagion which
belongs to devotional as to all other
drong feelings ; it is casier to keep up
the attention when surrounded by
earnest worshippers; the solemn-Amen
fom a whole congregation, which
ems almost to force an Amee from
the heart of any one of the congregation
who might have felt indifferent ;—the
sothing character of Church musie,
epecially when it is animated with
ife 25 expressing the feclings of the
whale body of worshippers ;—the effect
of the example of those whom we
reverence and whom wesee worshipping
with ourselves ;—~even the very atmos-

———

pher of the place, the place where our
fathers have worshipped, tn which
every thing counects us with the
memory of those who have departed in
the taith of Chyist, and in which there
is much t¢ wain us of the time of our
own decease ;—+he place in which we
ovour childien have heen baptized, in
which we first joined in the Haoly
Communion; all these things awd a
hundred others give to the public
worship of the Church an advantaee
over any kind of private devotion,
which a person must be very cold-
hearted not to teel and acknowledee.
I have however not rested much upon
such arguments, because their strength
depends to a certiun extent upon taste
aud feeling, whereas 1 have desired 10
shew that the neeessity of public
worship depends upon nothing of the
Eind, inasmuch as the Church ot Christ
necessarily rvequires Comman Pravey
and Common Sacraments in virtue of
those prindples unon which the Chuich
is founded.

Many conclusions immediately result
from the view of public worship which
I have here given.  The following are
a few of them.

Persons who are somewhat deaf and
have a difficulty in hearing the sermon
must not on that account abseut them-
seives from the parish church, and
imagine that it is unnecessary to go.
Common Prayer and Common Sacra-
ments remain, even though the advau-
tage of hearing the sermon be lost.

Persons who take the right view of
public worship will not run about from
one church to another, secking the
stimulus of a new preacher, * Itching
cars’’ urc not uncowmon, und ticy
interfere mmch with the formation of
the true Christian character.

Persous who take this same right
view will also feel disposed, after leav-
ing church, not so much to criticise
the serinon, as to inquire how far they
bave themselves worshipped God in
spirit and in truth,

‘These are but specimens; any one,
who looks upon divine service from the

oint of view above described, will

ave no difficulty in drawing many
ather conclusions concerning his duty
as regards the parish church; and the
reader will not sympathize with the
writer in the greater part of what fol-
lows, unless he fully believes this point
of view to be tho true one.—Dean

Goodwin,




